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XTlT a period of the world when the Science of War has more than ever become interefting to our Country, any at- 
tempt to render the Ta£tic of the Britiili Army more eafily underftood, has, at lead, a laudable obje6t in view: ihould 
this Treatife be conildered in fome degree to have attained that obje6t, by fuch Military Individuals as may look into 
the Contents, it will be extremely gratifying to the Writer, and peculiarly fo if thus found ufeful by any of the Indiaii 
Army, with whom the Author long ferved; for whofe profeffional talents he has the higheft refpeft; and among whom 
he gathered what Field Knowledge he can lay claim to as a Soldier. It has been drawn up while a6ling as Major of 
Brigade to the Three Regiments of Royal £aft India Volunteers; and as it was originally undertaken in the hope of 
being, ufeful to thefe Corps, is, therefore, refpe£tfully dedicated to their Commander The Right Honorable Viscount 
Melville, and to the Court of Directors of the East India Company; — to the one, as the Father of Vo- 
lunteer Exertion ; to the other, as having largely promoted this fyftem of national defence, which now gives fecurity 
to our fire-fides, and vigour to the Empire. 

JAMES CUNINGHAME, 

MAJOR OP INFANTRY IN THB BAST INDIA COMPANY*! SBRTICB, 



Note. — Since the publication of this Edition it has been directed from Head Quarters, that the Brigadier, in Re- 
views, fliall poft himfelf on the Right of his Brigade, unlefs the Reviewing General approaches by the Left, in 
which cafe he will fhift to that Flank. See page 4 of this work. 

In page 20, after " If the Line confided of twenty more Battalions, they would aH enter the Alignment in the fame 
way that the Second Battalion does," add " unlefs particularly ordered to enter at their head or intermediate 
points." For a detail of this latter mode fee Eighth Manoeuvre. If ordered to enter at intermediate points, they 
will wheel their leading Divifions into the Alignment at fuch points, and file their rear ones. 

In page 28, for ** and oppofe with Rear Ranks in Front," read " and oppofe with inverted Divifions." 
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His MAJ£STY*s Regulations arrange the Evolutions of the Line into the thirty-two following Sedions; oppofite to each is fpecified the Manosuvres of 
this Work under which it is detailed or explained. 



Open anp Closx Column of tab Linb. 

Se^ioMm Manawres. 

197 Taking uplines of march or manoeurre - - 4 8 
f Open column enters^ marches, and forms on Hn 9 ^ g 
'®®1 alignment ----- 5 

( Formation in line on detached adjutants from co- 7 ^ g 
I lumn or affembly in mafs of battalions - - 3 
f Entry and formation of the rear battalions of a j 
I8S< column on an alignment when the head ones> 4 
t have halted on it ------- -J 

183^ r On a fixed flank divifion ^ 

1 84 S- Changes of pofition < On a fixed central divifion > 4 t 
1 8 5 3 t On a moving central divifion J 

186 Change of pofition by the vourff or quick movement 4 

{From column of march to form dofe column and 1 
line js 

188 Oblique deployments --- ---- 3 

189 When battalion clofe column forms fquare -« 6 
^ c Several clofe columns formed from parts of the y 

'^°{ famcHne ------ (l * « 

19 1 Several dofe columns form in one line - - 9 
1 9« Two columns exchange places ^ - - a 

1 93 Two or more columns form in one line - -341 

194 Two columns form in twa lines - - - 6 



ECHBLLOI^ MoTBBfKKTS OF THB LzHB* 

SeSion, Manavcores. 

195 Obliqtie pofition taken by the echetton march - 10 18 9 6 

I When from/ an advance in echellon the line 1 
^ ( changes its pofition inwards - - - j ^ 

r When dired echellons advance from a fiank of a | 
'^^1 linetothefTt>nt - - - - - J ^^ 

c When a line formed on an enemy^s flank attacks 1 
'9«i inecbeUon ----- ]W 

r Whea a line fonned (Clique to an enemy attacks ^ 
•991 fiomaflank - - - - - }'» 

r EcbeUon taken from parallel pofition, obliqae po- •% 
*°'*i fition, or column - - - - J IS 10 9 « 

Op tbb Linb. 

SO! Advance in line - - - « • - 16 17 19 

r Retire in line — - - - ^ 12 18 

(^ Lengthening the line to a flank - - - is 

f05 When a line advances or retires by half battalions 16 \% 
rSquare or oblong of feveral battalions - -•14 
J Chequered retreat of the line - - - ig 

j Retreat of two lines - - - - - 15 
CPaflage of lines - - - - « - 15 16 17 18 
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TACTIC OF THE LINE REDUCED TO DETAIL, 

IK STRICT CONFORMITY TO THE PRINCIPLES LAID DOWK Zfif 

^ HIS MAJESTY'S MILITARY REGULATIONS. 



WHATEVER may be the merits or demerits of this Work, 
the Author of it may plead, that he has not trodden in the 
footfteps of others. Many as arc the individuals who hnve written, 
in detail, on the difcipline of the fingle Battalion, each endeavouring 
to place it in a clearer view than the other ; no one has before faid 
any thing on the prefent Tadlic of the Lne, which, being more 
complex, ftands in greater need of illuflration, and, as infinitely lefs 
defined in His Majefty*s Regulations, requires the more to be ex- 
plained. 

When feveral regiments or battalions exercife together, they bc^ 
come a line of troops, and enter into the Tadkic of the Line — Nine- 
teen* Manoeuvres are laid down in the Regulations, as generally to be ' 
pradlifed by the fingle Battalion ; the other formations required of it 
are little more than variations of thefe manoeuvres. 

• On the Tadlic of larger bodies than the fingle Battalion, his Ma- 
jeft v's Regulations go but little into detail ; however, in the beginning 
of Part IV. they fay *' TAe movements and manoeuvres of a conjtderable 
Line are Jim'itar to^ and derived from ^ the fame general principles as thofe 
of the fingle Battalion.*' Indeed, our reafon tells us, that this muft be 
the cafe, for, as the Ta6lic of the Battalion is built on that of the 
Platoon, fo muft the Taftic of the Line be built on that of the Bat- 
talion. 

Under the head of " Affembly of the Battalion, and general Cir- 

• cumftances of Exercife," the Regulations alfo inform us that *« Single 
Companies or Battalions, when at exercife, miifl generally confider them- 

f elves as part if a Line, and not always as detached or independent bodia: 
TJuir movements and formations Jhould be on the fuppoRtion of lining with 
other troops already placed on their flanks : two or more perfons feparated 
at a proper dijiancefrom one another^ and from the Company or Battalion^ 



may reptefent the flanks and center of an adjoining B^ttalimt, and may 
always firfi take thtir ftation in the new Line — this would caufe tit f^r* 
mations to be made, on determined, not on accidental points : thepra^iee tf 
which latter if age much tends to occafion that incorrt^nefs and dtjkttncy 
which fometimes appear when any number of onr Battalions art drti:ltdto 
move, afiy or form in concert ; in general, the Batfalvonffiouid n&t be Uoked 
on as a per fen, orjeparatebody, but only as a member of the lAnt, its movt" 
ments, as relative to, or dependent on thofe tf others^ etnd its principal ofmr^ 
ations fliouli be calculated accordingly^^ 

Every military man muft be fenfiblc of the juftnefe and force of 
thefe remarks; when an individual has been taught to march, to 
halt, to ufe his arms, he has learnt every thing whicll can be reqt!iined 
of him as a fingle individual ; what he is next to l«arn is, to combine 
his efforts with thofe of others. By being placed in a plaio^m, or 
company, and exercifed with others, he becomes acquainted with the 
combinations of the platoon : ten Platoons, or Companies, ire nejtft 
formed into a Battalion, and exercifed tocher ; and itius he becomes 
acquainted with the combinations of the Batt^ilioti : and were a given 
number of Battalions placed in a Line, and exerciied together, he 
would next become acquainted with the Taflic of the Line, awd 
gain a fcientific knowledge of his profcflTion ; unfortunately, however, 
this docs not always happen, and from hence flows the ferious incofi- 
veiiiencc and misJ"ortune alluded to in the Rrgui ations : fcjr there is 
as little reafon to hope, that a number of Battalions w^io have never 
adled in body, are, at once, to execute the evolntions of the Line 
with uniformity ahrt exalSnefs ; as that -a nutnbcr of irtdependent 
companies, who have never a<Sed in concert, are at once to become 
mafters of the combinations of the Battalion. 

To remedy, by theory, this misfortune, it will be feen above, the 



The Sixteenth Manoeuvre having been divided into t>V0y the evolutions are now nineteen in number. 



Regulations 



VIU ) 



Regulations propofe, that iingle Battalions at exercife, (hould throw 
out individuals to perfonate the Hanks and centers of other corps ; and 
immediately following the above cxirafl, the Rtgulations fay, .•* In 
ekercife the twojlank Cor^panies may be occajionalty feparated from the 
Battalion^ and reprefent the center of two other Battalions \ one of them 
will be named as the dire^ihg one in march^ and the halt and drejfing of 
the Battalion will be made from its own center towards each of them^ as 
is dtre^ed for a Line of Battalions. ^^ 

Thus the intention of the Regulations is, to enable one Battalion 
to perfonate three, by which means it may, in theory, go through 
the whole Tadic of the Line; tor th^^ugh one Battalion does not, 
yet three Battalions do, perforin every evolution in the fame, exadl 
way that fifty Battalions would perform it. 

Adopting this idea of the Regulations, the plan of this Work is as 
follows: Nineteen MancEUvres, as before obferved, are laid down 
for the difcipline of the fingle Battalion; upon examining thefe 
Manoeuvres, it will be found, that every thing contained in the 
Ta&tc of the Line, may be exemplified under the head of one or 
other 9f them ; and that this (hould be the cafe, is very reafonable, for 
they are both derived from the fame general principles. The com- 
piler of this work, therefore, takes a Brigade of three Battalions, and 
makes this Brigade perform every one of thefe nineteen evolutions 
upon the principles of the tadfc of large bodies, and exemplifies, 
under one or other of them, every, thing eiTential to the latter; thus 
bringing together, under the fame heads, the difcipline ot the Bat- 
talion, of the Brigade, and of the Line, and ac once pointing out how 
they mutually combine with each other. 

To each evolution is affixed the appropriate commands to be given 
by the Brigadier or Chief, as well as the Commandants of Battalions ; 
and we have only to fuppofe any number of Brigades, ailing in the 
fame way, or forming upon the given one, as hereafter pointed out, 
and we have at once, under our eye> the movements and evolutions 
of an arihy, be its magnitude what it mav. 

That this mode of arrangement, ana difcipline, is in immediate 
tinifon with the Regulations, and merely following their di<3ates, 
will appear from the directions given under the head of ^* Infpedlion 
and Review of a Battalion of Infantry,** where it is faid, ** when two 
0r more Battalions are infpe^ed or exercife together ^ they will be formed in 
one Line, with the ordered intervals ; they will receive the General^ march 
pafi^ and may perform the fame identical movements, as are before pre- 
fcribed for the fingle Battalion, obferving the additional direflions which 
are given for thofi of the Line. 



This is precifely wha( has been done in the following (heets : and 
by thus complying with the diredtions contained in His Majefly's 
Regulations, we ihall* find that the evolutions of the Battalion, of the 
Brigade, and 6f the Line, become fo interwoven, that it is impoffible 
to underhand the one, without at once comprehending the whole. 

It is not intended to make the Brigadier or Chief go into ail the 
minutiae of coinmaml, but each individual may in that particular ac* 
commodate this publication to his own ideas: all the minute orders 
neceflary for putting each evolution into elFedl are given in the co- 
lumns containing the orders of the commandants of battalions, and. 
fuch individual has only to transfer as many or as few of thefe into 
the columns containing the dire£tions of the brigadier, as he thinks 
mod confonant to His Majeily's Regulations : much pains have 
however been taken to frame this work in the ftri£left unifon with 
what appears the intention of thofe Regulations, and with what occurs 
in battle. 

Thofe who have been on adlual fervice muft well know the dif- 
ficulty of conveying in(lru£kion6 to large bodies by repeating them 
along a line during the noife and hurry of a general a<^ion ; and how 
greatly this difficulty would be increafed, if each minute command 
was required to be fo conveyed: befide which, it will often occur 
that one part of a line will advance, whilft another will retire ; that 
one battalion will file, whilft another will wheel, &c. &c. confer- 
quently that different commands are g'ven to different battalions at 
the fame inftant, which feems to preclude the poffibilicy of each 
minute command originating with the Chief or Brigadier. 

In fadt on a£lual fervice, particularly under the fire of cannon and 
mufketry, the only certain mode of communicating in(lru£):ions is 
through the medium of aids-de-camp and detached officers, who de- 
liver thefe inftrudlions to the commandants of battalions, and they look/^, 
ing to the regulating flank proceed to ifTue the minute orders for putting 
the infira£lion intoefFe£^ the inflant they hear the general dire^ion for 
the movement pafs along the line, or if they don't hear it, fee the 
battalions between them and the regulating one in motion. 

To each evolution are affixed figures (hewing the fingle Brigade 
performing the manosuvre ; next, an army of two lines performing 
it ; with remarks, pointing out how the fecond Line gains its relative 
pofition in each, agreeable to the data contained in His Majefty's 
Regulations ; the purpofes to which each evolution is applied on 
a£tual fervice, are alfo pointed out; and the whole finiflies with re* 
fleflions on the leading principles in the Science of War. 



GENERAL RULES 



IN THE 



EVOLUTIONS OF LARGE BODIES. 



W HEN any given number of corps afleinbte to aA together, a 
regulating Battalion is named, by which the others are jguided in their 
dreffing, and from which every movement has its origin. This Bat- 
talion, as the Regulations term it, becomes the helm of the whole. 
The choice of this Battalion depends on circumftances ; it is very iel- 
dom, however, a center Battalion of a Line, but is generally within 
one or two corps of a flank, for upon a flank do battles ufually com- 
mence, and whichever is the wing likely firft to be engaged, will na- 
turallv be the one to which the regulating Battalion will belong. 

Wlien a Line breaks into Columns, which are to move in unifon, 
they are alfo guided in their movements by the one containing the re- 
gulating Battalion. 

It is felf-evident that, under the fire of cannon, and other attend- 
ants on a battle, the human voice can fcarcely extend the length of a 
fingle corps, far lefs to that of a general Line; all explanations there- 
fore, are made through the medium of the ftaff, and detached officers; 
the Aids de Camp of the Chief carry it to the Generals of Divifions, 
their ftafFto the Brigadiers, and the ftaflFof the Brigadiers to the Bat- 
talions comprifing their refpeAive Brigades, fo that the orders after- 
wards announced become rather the fignal for the. movement to com- 
mence, than any neceflfary explanation of what is to be done, con- 
fequently cannot be too Ihort. This has been conftantly attended to 
in the fubfequent details, and will be found to meet the fpirit of his 
Majefty's Regulations. 

The Chief is, generally fpeakiog, near the regulating Battalion ; 
though circumftances may occur where he will find it neceflary to 
(hift his pofition, perhaps to change his regulating Battalion, or 
even to give his orders to the one which haj^ens to be neareft, at the 
time ; but ^ in fuch inftances the ftafl^ (hould be detached along the 
Line with information, fo as to prevent miftakes. 



The Generals of Diviilons watch over their refpeiSive commands, 
and will, of courfe, when in Line, poft themfelves behind that part of 
their divifion where their prefence is likely to be moft ufefuL 

If any thing is to be done by one divifion, and not generally by the 
whole, fuch as moving in a different direAion, breaking into Columns, 
taking poft, &c. &c. ; the orders of the Chief, if he does not choofe 
to fee it executed himfelf, are carried to the General commanding this 
Divifion, and he executes them accordinely. 

The Brigadier watches over his Brigade, fubordinate to the General 
of his Divihon ; when in Line, the podtion he is likely to be moft ufe- 
ful in is behind the flank of his Brigade, next to the general regulating 
Battalion of the Line, for on that fide will each movement commence, 
and he is thus ready to announce, or repeat the general inftruAion, if 
not immediately taken up, or underftood, by the Battalions under his 
command: to make the whole brigade hear his voice is almoft impof- 
fible in any pofition ; and, therefore, he deputes his fiaff' to fee that 
the other corps of the Brigade immediately follow the general arrange- 
ment. 

The Commanders of Battalions, when in Line, are each behind the 
center of th.eir refpeftive corps, and diredl their regulating Serjeants* 
The Adjutant is on the flank, next the general regulating Battalion of 
the Line, and the Major on the oppofite flank. 

If the Line advances or retires, the Adjutant gives conftant inform- 
ation how the Battalion is moving, and according to this information, 
the Colonel or Commandant diredls the reeulating Serjeants. If the 
corps is falling behind the general Line, ne orders his Serjeants to 
ftepout; if getting before, he orders them to fiepihort; if opening 
from the regubting Battalion, he orders them to throw forward the 
proper ihouMer; ifcrowding towards it, he orders them to advance 
B the 



GENERAL RULES. 



the other (houldcr. In Column the various Commanders are at the 
head of their refpeAive divifions. 

That the Chief, or fuperior officers cannot go into all the detail of 
command, is evident, for different commands are often given to dif- 
ferent Battalions at the fame inilant, and if they could go into all the 
detail, it would run into endlefs repetition, and rather confufe than 
Amplify : on the other hand, if they go partially into the detail, there 
appear fo many inftances where they mould interfere, fo many where 
they fhould not, and fo manv where it is doubtful whether they 
fhould or fhould not, that uolefs fome diftindl line is drawn, the 
Commanders of Battalions become perplexed, and hefitate, when they 
are to proceed, or when thej are to wait for inftru&ions. 

On this fubjed the firft idea that fuggefts itfelf is, that the Chief 
and fuperior officers fhould merely connne themfelves to the general 
inflrufilion, and that each Commandant of a Battalion, in fo far as 
relates to his .own corps, fhould iiTue, from himfelf, the neceflary 
orders for putting this general inftrudion into eScSt. But this rule 
will not altogether meet his Majefty's Regulations; for in Se<ftion 
187, an explanation is given of a clofe Column deploying into Line, 
when befide the general inftrudion that the Line will be formed on 
fticA a dtvi/lon^ we are informed that the di£Ferent Battalions alfo face 
and are put in motion by command from the Chief; which is going 
partially into the detail; but we find they are afterwards halted, and 
their interior formation made by orders from their refpedlive Com- 
mandants. 

The rale, therefore, that will completely meet his Maje(ly*s Re« 
gulations, and at the fame time draw a marked diflindion between 
Uie duties of the Commandants of Battalions and the fuperior officers, 
is, that in order to promote co-operation, whenever more Battalions 
than one become moveable at the fame time, that is, march wholly 
off the ground they ar'e then on, they are faced, if they require facing, 
and are put in motion by command from the Chief under whole 
immediate orders they are; and whenever more Battalions than 
one are to be brought to a fland, at the fame moment, they are alfo, 
for the fame reaion, halted by command from their Chief. But 
in all other inftances whatever, the Chief merelv confines himfelf 
to the firft general inftruAion, and each Commanaant of a Battalion 
executes it, as far as relates to his own corps, without any additional 
orders. 

As before obferved, this rule completely meets his Majefly's Regu- 
lations, and is made to apply through the whole of the fubfequent de- 
tails, it cannot therefore be too mudi explained. 

If Lines advance or retire, it is evident that the Battalions compri- 
fing them, become wholly moveaUe; if Columns advance or retire, it 
is evident that the Battalions comprifing them become wholly move- 



able; if Echellons advance or retire, it is evident, that the Battalions 
comprifing them become wholly moveable ; if Lines are thrown for- 
ward or backward on a fixed divilion, it is evident, that the Battalions 
become wholly moveable, except the one containing the fixed divi- 
fion. If the Battalions take up pofitions in detached Columns, it 
is evident they become wholly moveable. When Battalions face 
and move for the purpofes of deploymeiit, or for forming general 
Columns, they all, except the named one, become wholly moveable. 
When general Columns clofe to the front or extend to open order, 
the Battalions, except the named one, become wholly moveable : in 
all fuch inftances, the Chief not only iffues the firft general in- 
ftrudion, but, in order to promote co-operation, the Battalions are 
put in motion by his command, and when more than one halts, at 
the fame inftant, he alfo iffues the order for this purpofe; but where 
Battalions wheel from Line into Column, or Column into Line; 
where Battalions ftanding in Line take clofe or open order; where 
Battalions counter-march, dtth on points of its own ; where they 
form, each on ferjeants or divifions of its own ; where they form 
grand divifions on data of their own, &c. &c. thefe may be denomi- 
nated interior formations, in which the corps do not become wholly 
moveable ; on the contrary, they zSt and form on points, each within 
itfelf; in all fuch cafes, the Chief merely confines himfelf to the 
firft general inftrudion: in like manner if Battalions halt at different 
points, or march or wheel at different fpaces of time, the Chief does 
not interfere beyond the firft general inflru&ion. 

In wheeling from Column into Line, or from Line into Column, 
the different Battalions, as before faid, ad on data within themfelves, 
nor do they become wholly moveable: confequently the Chief merely 
confines himfelf to the firft general inftruftion: on aftual fervice, it 
could be a matter of no moment whether the various Battalions 
wheeled at the fame inftant or not; fo as they did it methodically 
within themfelves, it is all that'could be wifhed ; but in parade duties 
it certainly has a fine effeft to fee the whole wheel at the fame mo- 
ment. U the commandants of corps were always alert in giving their 
orders, as nearly together as poffible, the neceffity of which cannot 
be too much impreffed on them, the obje£l would be gained; but if 
the Brigadier finds the effeft better produced by his interference ia 
giving the command, there feems no harm in his doing fo, though 
contrary to the general rule above laid down. Where a general clofe 
Column counter-marches, the parade effe£t will alfo be better if the 
whole face and are put in motion by command from the Chief. 

In the following details, whenever the Brigade forms a general 
clofe Column, it is denominated a Column of Line; which feems 
more in unifon with the Regulations, than calling it a Column of 
Brigade, but either would*anfwer. 

By 
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FORMATION OF THE BRIGADE. 
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By extending our ideas from the evolutions of a Brigade to thofe of 
Army, we (hall find that the one completely exemplifies the 
other ; for we have only to fuppofe a number of Brigades formed in 
one Line, or in a general Column; that the Chief of the whole is 
with the regulating Battalion; that as foon as the Commandant of 
this Battalion announces aloud the commands of the Chief, it is 
rapidly repeated by the different Commandants of Corps along the 
Line ; that the various Brigadiers watch over their refpedtve Bri« 

gades, and if the general orders are not immediately taken up by the 
attalicms under their command, they again loudly announce them ; 



that when any thing of a complex nature is to be performed it is pre- 
viouflv explained, through the medium of the Aids de Camps and 
Staff Officers ; that each Brigadier, fubordinate to the General of his 
DIvifion, becomes a Chief to the Battalions under his command, and 
when he fees the Brigade between him and the regulating Battalion 
face or move, he alfo dire£ls his to face or move ; we have only to 
fuppofe this much, and we have, as before obferved, at once under 
our eye the movements and evolutions of an army, be its magnitude 
what it may. More will be found on this head at the end of the ma« 
nceuvres. * 



FORMATION op the BRIGADE. 



W HEN Three Battalions are out together in Brigade as an inde- 
pendent body, the Pofition they draw up in is as follows: — Firft, on 
the Right ; Second, on the Left ; Third, in the Center ; (fee Fig. i.) 
Twelve Paces between each Battalion ; which, on Service, are occu- 
pied by the Battalion Guns. 

When the Brigadier, or Colonel in Chiefy comes upon the Ground 
of Exercife, he will find the Battalions drawn out at Open Order, 
*with Camp Colours planted as Points to z6t upon, (See Fig. a.) 
The Colour No. i, is the General's Colour, where the Reviewing 
General takes his Pofition, and oppofite to which the Brigade ufually 
begins and ends its Manoeuvres. The Colour No. a, is the Right 



wheeling Colour, and the Colour No. 3, is the Left wheeling Co- 
lour. The Colour No. 4, is the Right Flank Colour. The Colour 
No. j, is the Left Flank Colour. The Colours in the Rear mark the 
Center of each Battalion. The Brigadier proceeds to the General's 
Colour, where he is met by the Commandants of Battalions, who in- 
form him their Corps are ready and wait his Inftru£lions. The 
Commanding Officers of Battalions proceed to their Pofls. Every 
thing is now ready to receive his Majefty, fuppofing him to review 
the brigade. See the Regulations, ** Inffe^ion or Review of a Bat- 
talion of Iitfwntrj!^ 



Ba 



GEKERAL 



Diredunubj/theBrigaditr, 



Attention. 
Shoulder Arms, 



PrefentArmt. 



Shoulder Arm^ 



Take Clofc Order. 



Fafs in Review. * 



Orders by Commandantt 
of Battalums, 



Attention. 
Shoulder Arms. 



Prefent Arms. 



Shoulder Arms. 



Take Clofe Order. 
Quick, March. - 



Pafs in Review. 
Companies on your Left 
backwards wheel. 



GENERAL SALUTE. 

I I I t I 



Gbnbhal Explanatiohs. 



When the Brigadier perceives His Majefty, or the Reviewing General advancing, he will 
move, on Horfeback, to oppofite the Center of the third Battalioui and dire£t 

The whole Shoulder. 

The Brigadier now proceeds to the General's Flae or Colour where he receives His MajeAy, 
and prefents him with a Return of the Brigade, and a Card of the Evolutions to be performed. 
The Brigadier again returns to his pofition, and His Majefty advances towards the Center of the 
Brigade or poft of the Brigadier. 

The whole Prefent Arms, the Officers falute, the Colours are dropped, and the Mufic plays 
•^ God fave the King." 

The Brigadier falutes his Majefty at the fame time with the other Officers ; when the Mufic 
ftops playine, he direfls 

The whole Shoulder ; the Mufic are before in(lru6led how long . to play ; they Aop only till 
the Brigade fhouldcrs, and then continue playing till His Majefty has paft round the whole. 

It is to be uniformly underftood, that in every order given by the Officers commanding Corps, 
they are to take the time from the Commandant of the Regulating Battalion. 

His Majefty now moves to the Rieht Flank of the Brigade, and pafies along the Front of the 
Line^ and it appears proper that the Brigadier (faould accompany him to anfwer any queftions His 
Majefty may have to afk. The King having reached the Left Flank of the Brigade, proceeds up 
the Rear, and returns by the Right Flank to his original flation. 

The Brigadier having returned to his pofition dire£ts 

The whole take Clofe Order ; the Captains place themfelves on the Right of their refpedive 
Companies; the Colonels and Lieutenant Colonels mount their Horfes; the Majors are at all 
times mounted, as are the Adjutants; the other Officers pafs to their different ftations at Clofe 
Order, and the Brigade is now ready for movement. The Commandants of Corps, as before 
obferved, will recolleft, that in every inftance, where circumftances admits they are to take the 
time for ifluing their orders from the Regulating Battalion. In wheeling from Line into Co* 
lumn, or from Column into Line, they wul be moft particularlv attentive to this circumftnnce, 
and to be very careful not to give the words ** Q^ick March," till firft given by the Commandant 
of the Regulating Battalion ; on the other hand, he is to be equally attentive not to give the words 
** Quick, March," till he fees they are ready to repeat ; to infure, if poffible, the wheel at the 
fame inftant, on which the good appearance of the whole fo much depends. 



When the Brigadier (ipes all fteady, he proceed^ 



Quick, 
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FAjSSINO IN BEVIEW. 



Xyire&ionsby thcBrigadkr. 



March. - • 



Halt. 



Support Arms. 
Quick, March, 



Carry Arras. 



Orders by Commandants 
of BattuUons. 



Suick» March. 
!arch. - - 



Halt. 



Support Arms. 
Qaick, March. 



Carry Arms. 



Halt. - - . - 

March. • - - 

Halt. : - - - 
\iriieel into Line. 



Halt. ..... 

March. - - - - 

Halt. 

Bjr CompaoieSy to the 
Lefty wheel into Line, 



Gbnbral Explanations. 



The Mrhole Companies wheel back into Open Column, Right in Front, Fig. 7. 

The whole Column moves on till the Front Company arrives at the Rieht Flank Colour, when 
it wheels to the Left, and advances towards the Right wheeling Colour, followed by all the others 
in fucceiBon. 

The Brigadier now places .hi mfelf between the Mufic who are in front of the Column, and the 
head of it, which is formed by the Grenadiers of the Firft Battalion, the Colonel and Major of 
the Firft being immediately behind him. Where larger bodies than one Battalion pafs in Review, 
Officers do not falute unlefs particularly ordered, we Iball fuppofe this to have been done. 

When the leading Companv reaches the Right wheeling Colour, it again wheels to the Left, 
which brings it in a linogvt^ith His Majefty ; all the others do fo in fucceffion, and the Mufic be- 
gins to play ; as the leading Company comes within 50 yards of His Majefty, it, and all the others 
in turn, Open Ranks, and the Officers falute at the diftance of fix paces. See Fig. 8. 

The Brigadier falutes when he comes within fix paces of his Majefty, he then falls out or quits 
the Column and joins the King's fuite, where he remains till the whole Column has pafled, when 
be moves towards the Center Battalion, keeping on the Left Flank, and dire£ts 

7*hc Front of the Column has by this time wheeled at the Left wheeling Colour, and has nearly 
reached the Left Flank Colour, each Company having clofed its Ranks when 30 paces paft the 
King. 

The whole having fupported arms, (lep off at quick time ; the leading Company, if it has not 
already done it, now wheels at the Left Flank Colour, which brings it in a line with its old poli- 
tion, towards which it now proceeds, followed by the others in fucceflion; when it again reaches 
the Right Flank Colour, it wheels to the left, and advances towards the right wheeling Colour. 

So foon as the Brigadier fees the leading Company has nearly reached the Right wheeling Co* 
lour, he dire£ls 

The whole carry arms without halting ; when the leading Company has wheeled at the right 
wheeling Colour, which again brings it in a line with his Maje(ly« the MuGc begins to play, the 
whole pafs as before, onlv that the ranks are not opened, nor do the Officers falute ; as the Column 
has its right in front, the left Flank is the pivot ; but in paffing his Majefty the Officers fhift to the 
other fide. 

It does not feem pofitively defined whether the Brigadier is to fall in the fecond time of pafTing, 
or not; but there can be no harm in doing it. So foon as he fees the whole Column has pad Ins 
Majefty he direds 

The whole halt. 

The whole move on till they reach their original ground. 

The whole halt. 



Quick 
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PASSING IN REVIEW. 



DireBionsbyihe Brigadier. 



Orders by CommandanU 
of Battalions. 



Quick, Miarch. 



Gbnbral Explanatxovs. 



The whole wheel into Line, and (land as they did before they formed Column. See Fig* 9. 

Pafling in Review being finifhed, which forms a part in all Reviews, what would follow muft 
depend on prior arrangement, we fliall therefore proceed to the Manual and Platoon Exercifes, 
which with Nineteen Manoeuvres and Conftru£tions, and Movements of Lines, form the pre* 
fent Syflem of Military Difcipline. The Manual and Platoon Exercifes will be performed by 
the Major of each Battalion giving the Commands to his own refpedive Corps, and taking the 
time from the Regulating Battalion. 



MANUAL 
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MANUAL AND PLATOON EXERCISES. 



DireQiotu by the Brigadier 



Orders by Commandants 
of Battalions. 



Perform the Manual and 
PlatooQ Exercifet. - 



Repeated. 



With Cartridge, Prime 
and Load. - - 



Repeated. - 



Gbnekal Explanations. 



The Senior Major of each Battah'on advances in front of its Center. The Brigadier and other 
Field Officers go in the rear. 

The Majors, taking the time from the Regulating Battalion, diTt&, the Rear Ranks to Take 
Open Order— Quick March— Order Arms — Return Bayonets— Shoulder Arms. 

The Officers will take poft of Exercife in the Rear — March — Halt— Front. — Order Arms- 
Fix Bayonets-*— Shoulder Arms — ^Prefenc Arms — Shoulder Arms — Charge Bayonets — Shoulder 
Arms. Platoon Exercife: Rear Ranks take Clofe Order— Quick March; Prime and Load- 
Front Rank, kneeling, Ready, Prefent, Fire, Load— Front Rank, (landing. Ready, Frefent, 
Fire, Load.-— The Majors return to the Rear, and report they have done as was direAed. 

Previous to commencing the Manoeuvres, the whole Prime and Load with Cartridge. 

The whole Load. 

Every thing is now ready to proceed with the Manoeuvres ; but before beginning it is neceflary 
to remark, that a portion of them, viz. the Firft, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Eighth, Ninth, 
and Tenth, may be performed in more ways than one, by a Brigade or Line of an Armj ; for 
inftance, the Firft Manoeuvre; the Battalions of a Line might each form a Clofe Column m rear 
of their refpedive Grenadiers, and then deploy ; or Columns of Line might be formed each con- 
fiding of a Brigade, and deploy from that Formation; or Columns might be formed confifting 
of feveral Brigades each, and deploy from thence ; and laftlyi the whole Line might form in one 
general Column and then deploy. 

It is needlefs to (hew how the Battalions would execute the different Manoeuvres, if each aAed 
independent of the other; becaufe they would in that cafe merely follow the common Battalion 

SraAice, which is already amply detailed : all that will therefore be neceflfary is to (hew how a 
Irigade of Three Battalions would perform each Manoeuvre a£ting as one Body, which will be 
found to exemplify every thing that can occur in larger bodies. For whether a Column con(ifts 
of one Brigade, of feveral Brigades, or of the whole Line, the mode of formation and fubfequent 
deployment is the fame ; the only trifling difference WQuld be that when the Column was to con- 
(ift of more than one Brigade, each Brigadier would have to fpeclfy in his orders, both the Batta- 
lion and the Brigade^ on which the Formation was to t^ke place ; fo that inftead of fayine in the 

. Rear of the Right Battalion, he would baye to fay in the Rear of the Right Battalion of iuch a Bri- 

{gade> and foon in other Formations. 

' FIRST 
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FIRST MANOEUVRE. 



DireHionib^the Brigadier, 



Orders by Commandants 
of Battalions, 



(Sc&ion 137.) 
Form Clofe Columns of 
Companies in Rear of 
Grenadiers. - - 



Repeated. 
Rij»ht Face. 
Quick Marchi 



(Sefiion 190) 
Form a Column of Line 
in Rear of the Fird 
Battalion. - - - 
Right Face. - - - 
Quick March. •* • 



Repeated. - 
Ri^htFacc. - 
Quick March. 



General Explanations. 



Prefent Pofition of the Brigade. See Fig. 10. 

This Manosuvre (hews how the Battalions of a Brigade or Line form Clofe Columns in Rear 
of their Right Companies ; then Column of Line in Rear of the Right Battalion; and from 
thence deploy in mafs on the Left Battalion, and into Line on the Left Divifion of the whole. 



The Grenadiers of each Battalion ftand faft ; the remaining Companies of each form in their 
rear. Fig. 1 1 (hews Three Companies in each Column formed, and the others on the march. 

When the whole are formed in theii^pofitionSi the Brigade, in Three Clofe Columns of Com- 
panies, will ftand as in Fig. la. 

\Th/^c Columns might now move foromrd to pqfs irregular ground, or to gain any other purpofe for whick 
the formation was taken; and then again deploy into Line, either on the march or halted, according to the prac^ 
ticeqf the Jingle Battalion.'} 

We proceed to fhew how from Battalion Columns they form a Column of Line in Rear of the 
Grenadiers of the Firft Battalion, and from thence deploy into Line, which will point out how 
an Army would place itfelf in Clofe Columns, each connfting of a Bri^de, and again deploy ; 
and if the Columns were to conflft of feveral Brigades, or of a whole Line» the mode of forma- 
tion and fubfequent deployment would be exa£lly the fame. 



The Commandant of the Firft Battalion dire£ls it to ftand faft. 

Bv the Commandants of the Second and Third. 

The Right hand Column ftands faft ; the remaining Columns face to their Right, and move 
off at Quick Time, along the Parade Line, till near the Firft Battalion, when they face again, 
in fucceffion, to the Right, and move towards the Rear, till oppofite their pofitions ; they thea 
face to the Left and move into them. The Third forms in Rear of the Firft, and the Second in 
Rear of the Third. The Three Battalions will ftand in one Clofe Column of Companies, with 
the DrunUf &c. on the rcverfe Flank, and an interval of Three Faces between each, See Fig. 13. 
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Dire&iatu by the Engager. 



(ScAion 187 and 191.) 
Deploy on the Second 

fiattalton. - - « 
Right Face. - - - 
Quick March, - - 



Form Grand Divifions. 



Take Clofc Order. 



Orders by Commandants 
of Battalions. 



Gbhbral Kxplanatxo^s. 



Repeated. • * 
Right Face. 
Quick March. 



Form Grand Divifions. 
Alternate Companies- 
Left Face. 
March. - ^ • • 



Take Clofe Order. 
March. - - - 



From its prefent pofition, the Brigade, by extending its Diviilons into Open Column and 
wheeling into Line, would ftand exa6Uy at Right Angles to the Line it poflefled prior to the 
formation of Columns. It might form Line in various dirediions, or advance in Column at Clofe, 
Quarter. Half, or Open Order, &c. &c. but to complete the Firft Manoeuvre, it is neceflary it 
(hould deploy in the fame prolongation of Line it occupied at the commencement of the Evolu- 
tion. 

The Brigade is now (landing in a Clofe Column of Companies, and is to deplov into Line. 
A Column of Line which does not exceed Two or Three Battalions may occafionaUy deploy as 
a Angle Corps, by forming a Column of Grand Divifions and deploying upon any Diviilon ot the 
whole that may be fpeciiied, (See Clofe Column of the Line) ; but as this is never done where it 
confifts of more than Three Battalions, if it can be avoided, and even with Three Battalions is 
apt to be incorre&, the beft plan is to adopt the mode which Clofe Columns of Line in an Army 
are dire Aed to deploy in, which is as follows : 

The Second Battalion is cautioned by its Commandant to Stand Faft. 

The Column of the Second Battalion ftands faft ; the other Two face to the Right, and they. 
Drums, &c. move otf at Qnick Time. So foon as the Column of the Third has got clear of the 
Seoond, by a fpace equal to a Company and half's front, the Commanding Officer favs, Columns- 
Halt, Front; the Column of the Firft moves on till clear of the Third, by an equal fpace, when 
it halts and fronts. See Fig. 14. 

The Second Battalion, the moment its front is clear, marches forward into the new Line, and 
the others move up and drefs with it ; Mufic and Drums in rear of their refpeSive Columns. 
The Brigade now ftands in Three Columns of Companies ; the heads of which are in a Line 
with each other, and divided by a fpace equal to the front of a Company and a half. See 
Fig. %S^ 



The alternate Companies move out till clear of the other Divifions, and then form on them. 
If the Flank Companies are with their Corps, each Battalion will confift of Five Grand Divi- 
fions; the Firft Company will Form on the Left of the Grenadiers, and fo on: if the Grenadiers 
are detached, the Secona Company will place itfelf on the Left of the Firft, and fo on. In all 
Columns with the Left in Front, the alternate Companies face and lead to the Right inftead of 
the Left. 



The Three Columns take Clofe Order ; See Fig. i6« 
C 



Form 
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FIRST MAN(£UVRE. 



JHre&ions by the Brigadier, 



Form Line on the Fifth 
DiTiiiofi of the Se- 
cond Battalion. - 

Kight Face. •* • . 

Quick March. - - 

Fifth Divifion of the 
Second Battalion, •» 
Halt 



Orders 6y Commandants 
of Baitaiiofu. 



Repeated. 
Right Face. 
Quick March. 



Halt, 



Fifth Divifion, 

Front. - - 
Fourth Grand Divifion, 

Halt, Front; and fo 

on. - - - 



6bNBBAL ExPLANATXONdt 



The whole move* 



By the Commandant of the Second Battalion. 

After the Commandant or a Field Officer of the Second Battalion has halted all his Divifions, 
each as it j;ets clear of the one halted before it, a fimilar Officer ^f the Third proceeds to halt his 
Divifions m the fame manner, leaving the proper diftance between the Battalions ; and then a fimi-> 
lar one of the Firft halts his Divifions, leaving a like diftance. When the Fifth Divifion of the 
Second finds its front clear, it moves forward and drefles in the new Line ; and the other Divi- 
fions in turn, move forward and drefs between it and the Colour thrown- out. Fig. 17 (hews how 
the different Divifions are halted ; it is not, however, to be underftood that thev wait till the whole 
is thus halted ; the Fifth Divifion of the Second, fo foon as it is firee from tne other Divifions, 
moves into the new Line, followed by the others in fucceffion ; fo that before the whole Divi- 
fions are halted, a confiderable part of the new Line is formed. The Brinde has now deplo]red 
into Line, on its left-hand Divifion, viz. the Fifth Divifion of the Second, upon the fame prin* 
ciple that a fingle Battalion deploying into Line by the Firft Manoeuvre, makes the Deployment 
on its Light Infantry or left-hand Divifion. The Brigade in Line, fee Fig. 18. 

Fire, as the Brigadier may direft. 

The Brigade proceeds to the 
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SECOND MANCEUVRR 



IHrcSunubyilkBrigaiier, 



(Sedion 137.) 

Form Oofe Cblunms of 

CompaDies in Front 

of Light In&ntry. 



Orders hi Commandants 
of Battaiions, 



GiNBRAL £x|PLANATION%. 



(Se&ion 190.) 
Form a Column of Line 
in Front of the Se< 
cood Battalion. - 
Left Face. - - - 
Quick March. - - 



Repeated. 
Left Face. 
Quick March. 



Repeated. 
Left Face. 
Quick March. 



The Second Manoeuvre refembles the Firft, with this difference, that the formations are in 
Front of the Left, inftead of in Rear of the Right; and the Deployments are on the Ri^ht Bat- 
tah'on and Right Divifion of the Line, inftead of being on the Left Battalion and Left DiVidon of 
the Lme. 



The Light Infantry Companies fland faft ; the remaining Companies of each Battalion face to 
the Left, and move in file towards the Front of the Light Infantry, where they range themfelyei 
in Colnimis of Companies with the Grenadiers in front. Fig. 19. 

The Brigade now proceeds to form a Column of Line by the fame MaoceuFre, which eluci- 
dates the fame circumftances as the Second Part of the Firft Manceuvre, with ihis exception, that 
the Formations are to the Left inftead of the Rigfit* 



The Second Battalion ftands faft ; the other Columns face to the Left and move to their por- 
tions, as defcribed in the Firft Manoeuvre, only to the Front inftead of the Rear; they place them- 
felves before the Second, with which they form a general Column, leaving a fpace between each 
of Three Paces. See Fig. 20. 

The Brigade is now in a Clofie Column, from whence it might form Line in a varietv of wajs, 
as defcribed in tbe Firft Manoeuvre : By extending its Divifions to Open Order, and wheeling 
thofe^ Divifions to the Left, it would form a Line perpendicular to the Left Flank of its former 
Pofition in Line ; by facing to the Right about, and extending towards the Rear, another mi^ht 
be formed in that dire&ion ; by facing outwards from the Center, and extending into Open Order 
both ways at once, a Line would be very rapidly formed croffing the Flank ot the Firft pofition 
at right angles ; and thefe Lines would each of tnem have the fame front with thofe produced ia 
the Ume way by the Firft Manoeuvre. The Column might deploy to Right or Left ; advance to- 
C2 wards 
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SECOND MAN(£nVRE. 



Diredions hy the Brigadier, 



(Se£lion 187 and 191.) 
.Deploy on the Firft Bat- 
talion. - - - - 
Left Face. - - - 
Quick March. - - 



Form Grand Dividons* 



Clofe to the Front. - 

Form Line on the Firft 

Divifioo of the Firft 

Battalion. - - • 

Left Face. - - - 

Quick March. - • 



Firft Divifion of the 
Firft Battalion— Halt. 



Orders hv Commandants 
of battalions. 



Repeated. - 
Left Face. - 
Quick March. 



Form Grand Diviftons. 
Alternate Companies- 
Left Face. 
March. - - - - 
Clofe to the Front. 
March. - - • - 



Repeated. 
Left Face. 
Quick, March. 



Firft Divifion — Halt, 
Front. - - . . 



Gbnbral Explanations. 



wards the Front, or move towards the Rear, &c. &c« Having pointed out its advantages in part, 
it proceeds to deploy into Line on the principle of the^Second Manceuvre. The firft ftep is to 
deploy in Mafs, as it is termed, on the Firft Battalion. 

The Firft Battalion ftands feft. 

By the Commandants of the Second and Third. 

The Second and Third Battalions move to the Left till the Third has pafled the Firft by a 
fpace equal to the Front and a half of a Company ; the Second proceeds tiU it has pafled the Third 
as much; each fronts as it is ready (See Fjg. 21), and moves up into Line with the Column of 
the Firft. The Brigade is now in Three Clgfe Columns of Companies ; the heads of which are 
in a line with each otbery and divided by a fpace equal to a Company and a half. See Fig. 22. 



The alternate Companies move to the Left, as before defcribed, and form on the others. 
They clofe to the Front. See Fig. 2^. 



They all face to the Left and move off. 

When the Brigadier thinks they have moved far enougfaf 

By the Commandant of the Firft Battalion. 

The Firft Divifion of the Firft Battalion halts, fronts, anddrefles in the Line; the other Di- 
vifions are each halted by their difierent Commandants, or a Field Officery as defcribed before in 
the Firft Manceuvre ; they then move up, in turn, and drefs between the Firft Divifion of the 
Firft, and the Colour thrown out to the Left of the Brieade. See Fig. 24. 

The Brigade is again in Line (Fig; 25}, and proceeds to fire as the Brigadier may direA. 
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THIRD MANOEUVRE. 



DireaimubytkeBriga^er, 



Orders by Commandanti 
iff Battalimts, 



Gbnbxaz. Explanations. 



(Seaion 138.) 
Form Clofe Columns 
on the Right Center 
Companies, Left in 
Front, and facing to 
the Rear. - - - ' 



Repeated. - - - 
Outwards Face. - - 
To the Left Counter- 

march. 
Quick, March. - - 



(Seftion 190O 
Form a Column of Line 
on the Third 3atta* 
lion. Left in Front. 



Inwards Face. 



Quick, March. 



Repeated. 



Inwards Face. 



Quick, March. 



The Third Manoeuvre in part refembles the fore^ing ones ; it is a Clofe Column formed on a 
Central Company, and facing to the Rear; it exemplifies the fame general circumftances as the 
other two, in both its parts ; in addition to which, it ihews how the Clofe Column counter- 
marches. 



The Right Center Companies countermarch, and ftand fronting to the Rear. 
The remaining Companies of each Battalion face outwards. 

The Companies of each Battalion move off, wheeling round or countermarching to their left 
hand, which brings the Companies of the Right Wing in Rear of the Right Center Company ; 
and thofe of the Left Wing, in front of the Right Center Company : they all range themfelves 
before and behind the Ri^ht Center Company of their refpedive Battieilions, in Clofe Columns of 
Companies, with their Light Infantry or Left in Front, and facing to the Rear, See Fig. 26. 

The Brigade proceeds to form a Clofe Columiiof Line fronting to the Rear, and Left in Front. 



The Third Battalion (lands faft. 

The Brigadier makes a fhort paufe to enable the Commandants to explain what is to be done^ 
and direds * 

The.Firft Battalion faces to the Right, the Second.Battalion faces to the Left. The Comman* 
dants (hould recolIe£l on this, and every other occafion, to repeat the orders of the Chief as nearly 
together and as rapidly as poffible. 

The Columns of the Firft and Second Battalions having faced inwards, towards the Third, 
each b]r command of its own Colonel, they both move off; the Firft places itfelf in the rear of 
the Third, and the Second in its front, as defcribed in the preceding Manoeuvres. 

The 
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THIRD MAKGbVVRE. 



DireSians by the Brigadier, 



(SeSions loi andiSi.) 

The Column will coun* 

termarch. - - - 



(Sections 187 and 191.) 

JDepioy on the Third 

Battalion. » • - 

Outwards Face. - - 
Quick March. - - 



Orders by CommandanU 
of Battalions, 



Repeated, 

Lett Face. - - - 

Left hand Com|>aQfes— * 

March. Halt. - 
To the Left— Counter 

march. 
Quick March* • • 



Repeated. . . • 

Outwards Face. • 
Quick March* - • 



6B«r£RAL EXP|.^NATI0N8. 



The Brigade now (lands in a Clofe Column of Line with its Left in Front, (See Fig. 27) and 
from which it might extend into Line in a variety of ways, as before obferved of the Cbie Co^ 
lumns formed by the Firft and Second Manceuvres. By lacing outwards from the Center of the 
Column, and extending the Diviiions into open diftance, in both dire£tions at the -fame time, and 
afterwards wheeling up, a Line might be fpeedily formed which would cut the original one 
through the Center at right angles; and this, like any other one formed by extending the Co* 
lumn to Open Order, would from in the oppoitte direflion to thofe produced the fame way by the 
Firft or Second Manceuvre ; or was the Column in its prefent iituation to deploy into Line on 
the Third Battalion, it would form a Line diredly in rear, and parallel to the original one, but 
fronting the oppoiite way. 

When the Brigadier fees the Clofe Column of Line formed. 



The whole face to the Left. 

The Left Companies lead out and halt. See Fig* 28. 

The whole wheel round or countermarch to the Left b^ Files ; when the head of the Column 
will a^ain face in the fame way with the original pofition m Line (See Fig. 29); the original po* 
iition in Line means the pofition the troops occupied at the commencement ot the Evolutions or 
Firft Manoeuvre. 

The Regulations leave it optional either to Countermarch in a Clofe Column of Line, or to 
Countermarch after the different Corps have deployed into Battalion Columns. 

Should the above be thought produ£live of confufion, the other mode may anfwer better ; 
which is merely to deploy in mats into Battsdion Columns, and then to Countermarch, inftead of 
doine fo in one general (Column. 

The Brigade is ftandin^, as (hewn in Fig. 29, in a Column of Line facing towards the original 
diredion and Grenadiers m Front; it proceeds with the refidue of the Third Manoeuvre. 

The Third Battalion ftands faft. 

Here again the Brigadier ihould allow a ftiortpaufe for explanation. 

The Firft Battalion faces to the Right, the Second Battalion faces to the Left. 

The Battalions having faced outwards, move off to a diftance eaual to the front of a Company 
and a half, each beyond the Third Battalion to Right and Left. See Fig. 30. 

The Third Battalion advances into the tevr Line fo foon as the other Battalions are clear of its 
Front ; and the Firft and Second form to Right and Left of it. 

The 
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Dire&iom by the Brigadier. 



fSedion 147.) 
Form Grand Divifions. 



(Se(3ion 147.) 
Clofe to the Front. 



Orders by Commandants 
of Battalions. 



Form Grand Divifions 
Alternate Companii 

Left Face. 
March. - - - 

Clofc to the Front. 
March. - - - 



Gbvbral Explanations* 



The Brigade is now (landing in Three Clofe Columns, Grenadiers in Front, as pointed out ia 
Fig. 31. 



The alternate Companies range themfelves on the Left of the others, as before deicribed. 

They Clofe to the Front. See Fig. 32. 

So long as the Corps aA in feparate- bodies independent of each other, they follow in every 
thing what the fingle Battalion would do. Had they before forming a Column of Line, counter- 

Imardied in feparate Battalions, each on a Company of its own, and then deployed into Line, each 
on a Divifion of its own, the deployment would have been made agreeable to the principles laid 
down for the fingle Battalion, in the Third Manoeuvre, and Grand Divifions would not have 
been formed; but though the Regulations admit of deploying b^ Companies either on a Flank or 
Central Divifion, vet in Corps larger than the fingle Battalion, if there is time, an accurate Line 
is more likely to be obtained by always forming Grand Divifions ; if the Columns have their 
Right in front, the ^alternate Companies in forming them lead out to the Left ; if the Columns 
have their Left in front, they lead out to the Right. 

In Se£Uon 187, a detail is given of Three Battalions deploying into Line on a Central Divifion 
of the Third Battalion ; when inftead of making the Deployment bv Companies, Grand Divi* 
fions are direAed to be formed ; which (hews, that whether the Deployment is made on a Cen- 
tral or Flank Divifion, this is confidered the moft methodical way in all bodies exceeding one 
Corps : for the depth of the Columns being thereby con traded, the diftances between the Corps 
are more accurately taken ; and the^ not only move with more eafe alotig the Line of formationt 
but the Commanders of the Battalions or a Field Officer can halt each Divifion themfelves, and 
being on horfeback can fee and make allowances for any little inaccuracies that may have taken 
place in the halts of the preceding Divifions : this is of no great importance in a fingle Battalion 
where the Divifions can afterwards incline outwards or inwards to their proper pofitions as they 
form up ; but very different is the cafe in a line of Battalions where each begins its deployment 
from the laft halted Divifion of the preceding Corps, without giving it time to correSt its errors ; 
if, therefore, the Divifions in halting take too much room, gaps itiuft^ inevitably be created in the 
new Line ; if the^ have taken too little, a portion of the Corps which have thus erred mnft be 
(hut out of the Line altogether. When the extenfion is made by Companies either on a Flank 
or Central Divifion, the Battalbns deploy in mafs, and arrange themfelves within fix paces o£ 
each other (fee Clofe Column of Line, paragraph 7) i the front Divifion of each is halted by its 
Commandant, the others by their Captains. 

The Columns now deploy into Line upon the Third Grand Divifion of the Third Battalion. 

(SedUons 
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THIRD MANCEUVHE. 



Dire&umsby the Brigadier, 



Orders by Commandants 
of Battalions. 



Gbnbbai* Explanations. 



(Sediom 187 and 191.) 

Form Line on the 

Third Divifion of 

the Third Battalion. 

Outwards Face. - - 

QuicI; Marcht - • 



Repeated. • - 
Outwards Face. 

Quick, March. 



The Third Divifion of the Third Battalion (lands faft. 

The Firft Battalion, and the Two front Grand Dividons of the Third, face to the Right; the 
Second Battalion, and the Two rear Grand Divifions of the Third, face to the Left. 

The whole move otf at Quick Time, except the Third Grand Divifion of the Third, which 
(land$ faft till uncovered, when it moves forward into Line ; each other Divifion being halted by 
a Field Officer, as it clears the front of the one halted before it. They move up and drefs to 
Right and Left of the Third Divifion, Third Battalion, leaving the proper diftances between the 
Corps. Fig. 33. 

The Brigade is again in Line* See Fig. 34. 



^Remarks on the Firft ^ Second^ and Third Mancswores. 

The Three Firft Manoeuvres (hew how individual Battalions, Brigades, or larger portioi^s of 
an Army form themfelves into Clofe Columns and again extend into JLine. The Clofe Column 
is a formation taken by Divifions of an Army, for the purpofes of paffing broken grounds, bridges, 
defiles, &c. where the objeSt is again to form in Line to the front when the diSiculty is pa^ed. 
The breadth and depth of the Columns muft depend on the objefis in view ; they may have a 
front of Two Companies, of One Company, of a Sub-divifion, or Sedion, &c. and may confift of 
a Battalion, ^a Brigade, or larger body. The Clofe Column isalfo a formation taken by parts of 
an Army in attacks made in broken grounds, in defiles, paffing rivers and bridges, in night opera- 
tions, fiorms of fortreffi:s, lines, &c. where the nature of the fervice and circumftances of the cafe 
will not allow of adiag in Line ; Figure o. (hews an attack of this nature. The breadth and 
ftrength of the Columns will, as before, be guided by the obje£ls ; but, if poffible, fhould never 
confift of lefs than double Files, or fix in front; which, if attacked on both flanks at once, a cir- 
cumftance not unufual in woody defiles, and fervices of this nature, would enable them, by a fin- 
gle face outwards, to ihew a front boch ways, having as many deep in each face as can fire to ad- 
vantage, and lefs likely to be thrown into confufion, perhaps, than if the Column was broader ; but 
as defence in fuch caie» is only the fecondary confideration, and the obje£t to be carried is to the 
front, the Columq. would naturally be made as ftrong in that particular as the breadth of the bridge, 
defile, breach, or work to be entered would admit of. The Clofe Column is alfo ufed in ftreet 
firing; and laft, though not of leaft importance, it is ufed as a primary ftep when Troops deploy 
into Line in face qf an enemy. 

We (hall fuppofc an Army having; determined to come to a£kion with another, moves off to jthe 
Front in Columns of March confiftmg of Brigades or larger bodies, according to the roads or na-. 
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IXreBiims by tht Brigadier, 



Orders by Commandants 
of Battalions. 



General Explanations. 



ture of the country to be pafled over ; as the heads of the different Columns approach in the vi- 
cinity of the enemy» they draw nearer each other, if before too much feparatcd ; and their Divi- 
(lons move up to half or quarter diftance. When arrived fufficicntly near for the deployment 
(generally within three quarters of a mile from their adverfary) the Line they are to form is 
marked out by the proper people ; the heads of the Columns halt on the Line with their Flanks 
perpendicular to it, and their component parts move up into Clofe Order. If the Columns are of 
greater magnitude than Six or Seven Battalions, they are fubdivided before or after taking Clofe 
Order, and more Columns are, of courfe, formed ; care is taken to arrange the heads of the dif- 
ferent Columns at no greater diftance from each other than the Troops comprillng each will oc- 
cupy when extended into Line; if the diftances between them are not fufficient for this purpofe, 
it is of no importance, becaufe they deploy onwards till the different Battalions reach their rela- 
tive pofittons. The whole next make the deployment from either Flank or Center, in the mode 
pointed out by the above Manoeuvres. 

The Second Line follows, in every thing, the operations of the Firft, and deploys about 250 
yards behind the other ; or as a fudden attack cannot be apprehended upon it, the Corps compofing 
It may, for expedition fake, break from the general Columns, and take up Line in the manner 
pointed out for a Central or Flank formation to the Front, in the Remarks on the Fourth Ma- 
noeuvre. See Fig. 35. 

If an Army advancing to the Front in Four, Five, or Six Columns, was to find it neceffary to 
form Line facing to the Rear, the Columns compofing the Second Line would pafs thofe of the 
Firft ; the whole would then countermarch and proceed as before. The Two Lines at large 
would be inverted, but the Battalions, individually, would ftand in their natural order ; and the 
tnverfion of the Lines, in great bodies, could not be obviated without a long and tedious operation 
which the prefs of the moment on a£lual fervice would not admit of. If the Line, on a fimJlar 
occafion, was to be formed to, either Flank, the heads of the Columns would wheel towards fuch 
Flank, advance, and place their leading Divifions in the intended diredlion, and then proceed as 
before ; or each Line would form a general Open Column of its component parts, and then wheel 
up, which would be the moft expeditious mode ; but as we are now on deployments we fhall fup- 
pofe the former to be done. 

Fig. 36 (hews the route of Three Columns advancing to the Front at quarter diftance, with the 
view ofextending into Line in that direftion: a fubfequent movement, however, of the enemy's 
renders it neceflTary to form! to the Right : the Columns wheel their heads towards that Flank, 
halt them in a line with each other and move up to Clofe order : if the line of formation was pre- 
viouflv marked, the Columns might at once halt with their heads on it — but fuppofing this not 
completed, the Figure (hews firft by dots the Columns halted about 200 yards in its rear: on the 
fignal to deploy in mafs, fay on the leading Battalion of each Column, it next (hews how all the 
others diverge from them ; the leading Battalions move forward till their heads touch the line of 
formation ; they then halt ; and the others advance and arrange themfelves in contiguous Batta- 
lion Columns i thpy then double up to Columns of Two Companies, and are ready to form Line 
D on 
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THIRD KANGBUVRE. 



Dire&um$ bt/ the Brigadier, 



Orders bv Commandants 
of Battaltons. 



GbNBRAL ExPLANATIONSr 



on any Divition» or to advance nearer the enemy, if this is thought fafe, with a front of little more 
than one fifth of their extended one : till they begin to form Line the enemy cannot determine 
nor provide againft the pofition they mean to take up ; as four fifths of the whole may be thrown 
either way, or an oblique direSion might be eafily taken, by firft arranging one Battalion Co- 
lumn in that diredion, and the others^ gradually moving and placing themielves in iL If the 
general Columns before deploying in mafs confided of Two Companies in Front, in that cafe, as 
Grand Divifions are already formed, the Battalions would only have to diverge Six Paces beyond 
each other. It is not to be underftood, as the meaning of tne above, that Armies alwavs form 
themfelves in (Iraight general Lines. The pofition or the pofted Army will ufually follow the 
ilrength of the eroano, without any confideration whether the Line fo formed is flraight or 
crooked, and tho^ that alTail will fometimes attack in a general Line, and at other times diffisrent 
attacks will be made on different points combining with each other, and thofe will be formed in 
Line or Column as circumftances may require. 

(SeAion 188O Oblique Deployments of feveral Battalions occafionally become requifite to 
lengthen out a win^, &c without there being time to place the Column of which they confifl per- 
pendicular to the dire&ion in which it is to extend. The Column will, in fuch a cafe, deploy as 
a fingle Battalion ; the leading Divifion is wheeled into the Line to be taken up ; and the leaders 
of the others turn their bodies fo as to take a direAion parallel to the given one. The whole pro- 
ceed, and the men glancing their eyes towards their refpeAive leaders, and complying with their 
movements, gradually get into the fquare dire£^ion. The Divifions are halted at their relative 
diftances, and form up as ufual. Such oblique deployments, however, cannot well be accurate, and 
are never to take place, if time will any wa^r admit of placing the Column before-hand perpendi- 
cular to the intended formation, and of*^ making the deployment in the regular way. 

From the above, it appears that a Line of an Army may firft form Battalion Columns ; ad« 
vancc in that formation; halt, and again extend into Line: or it may form Columns of one or 
more Brigades each, or a general Column ; move forward in thefe formations ; halt ; and again 
extend into Line : but where only a portion of an advancing Line forms Battalion Columns to pa(s 
irregular grounds, the leading Divifions of fuch Battalion Columns do not halt f Sedion 150} ; 
they move on in unifon with the general Line, and after the obftacles are paflfed, tne other Divi* 
fions, facing to the pivot Flank, make a rapid deployment on them, during the march. 

The above are the modes in which lines form their component parts into Clofe Columns, and 
again extend ; where a Line from a halted pofition means to advance to the front in any given 
number of Columns at Clofe or quarter diftance, the mod fimple mode of procedure would be to 
name the Company or Divifion to lead each ; the whole break into opeii Column ; the named 
Divifions lead to the front, followed by the other$ of their reipedkive Columns: the leading Di- 
vifionsy' after advancing a given diflance, halt» and the others move forward into Clofe Order or 
to quarter diftance. 

In deploying into Line, be die Army of what magnitude it may, the whole muft be moveable, 
except one Grand Divifion of one Battalion: the preceding Manoeuvres, therefore, in deploying, 
reprefent the whole Brigade as moveable. 

The Brigade proceed to, the Fourth Manoeuvre, 

FOURTH 



•1 • I 



I^f2^' 



fe^.3i. 



\ 










( 19 ) 



FOURTH MANOEUVRE. 



DirtBUmihifikeBrigadkr. 



(Seaion 108.) 
Wheel into Column, 
Right in Front. - 



(Seftion III.) 
March. - - - - 

(Seaion 182.) 
Enter the neW Align- 
ment. - - - - 



Halt. 

(Seaion 18a.) 

The remainder will 
form in the new 
Alignment. - - 



Qmck March. - 



Orders by Commandants 
of Battalions. 



Gbnbral Explanatxoks. 



The Fourth Manoeuvre (hews how a Line of an Army would enter a new Alignment, with 
its leading Battalions ; halt thefe, and move the remaining ones into the newdireaion; or it 
might enter feparate Alignments by Brigades or larger Divifions ; halt their heads and form the 
ipmaining Coi*ps of each in the new direaions in the exaa fame way, and thus ftand in feveral 
oblique Lines ; but the former, as one Line, is much the mod likely to be ufcful. 



Repeated. 

Companies on your Left 

backwards wheeL 
Quick March. - - 

March. - - - - 



Repeated. « 



Halt. 



Repeated. 
Right Face. . 
Right Wh^l. 



^ick March. 



The whole wheel back into Open Column. 

The whole move off. 

When they have advanced a given diftance» 

By the Commandant of the Firft Battalion. 

The leading Company of the Firft Battalion receives the command-^Right Shoulders Forward, 
and enters the Alignment. 

When the Brigadier fees Three Companies, or more if he chufes, in the Alignement 
The whole halt. 



By the Commandants of the Firft and Third Battalions. 

By the Commandant of the Second Battalion. 

The Brigadier allows a paufe for the covering Serjeants of the Firft and Third to take their 
diftances. 

The remaining Conopanies of (he Firft» and the whole of the Third Battalion file. 

The Second leads off in Quick Time, and proceeds in Open Column towards its Adjutant, 
round whom it wheels into the Alignment, and extends alon|; it at Ordinary Time till its front 
Divillon aeaches its ftation. See Fig. 37> which (hews the Brigade in Open Column, with Three 
D a Companies 
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FOURTH MAN(£UVR£. 



Dire^ions by the Brigadier, 



Wheel into Line, • 



Orders by Commandants 
of hattalions. 



By Companies to the 
Left wheel into Line. 
Qiiick March. -- - 



General Explanations. 



Companies of the Firft Battalion formed in the new Alignment; and behind thefe Three Com- 
panies ts fhewn, by dots, how the remainder of the Firft, and the whole of the Third, file into 
Open Column in their rear; it is alfo (hewn, by dots, how the Second leads in Column to its 
Right, at Quick Time, and enters the new Alignment at A; from whence it advances along it 
in Ordinary Time, till the Grenadiers or leading Divifion comes within the due diftance of the 
laft Divifion of the Third, and then halts ; when the whole (land in Open Column in the new 
Alignment. If the Line confifted of Twenty more Battalions they would all enter the Align- 
ment in the fame way that the Second Battalion does. 

When the Brigadier fees the whole Brigade (landing in Open Column in the new Alignment, 
and (leady. 



The whole wheel into Line, and {land. as in Fig. 38. 



Reniarlcs on the Fourth Manoeuvre. 



The Fourth Manoeuvre points out the mode in which the Line of an 
Army wheels into Open Column, advances to a Flank, enters a new 
Alignment with fome of its front Diviiions or Battalions, then halts its 
head, and moves the remaming Battalions into it ; thus forming a general 
Front oblique to the one it quieted. 

When it is determined to enter a new Alignment, the neceffary people 
are fent forward to mark it out : one places himfelf at the point of en- 
trance, another at a diftance from him of 70 yards in the exa£l diredion 
the Line is to run in ; feveral others move on, and align themfelves with 
the above two, at a diftance of 2CX) yards between each other ; the leading 
Battalion wheels into the alignment at the point of entrance; the indi- 
vidual who marked fuch point gallops forward and places himfelf 200 
vards beyond the other markers : and thus do they relieve each other. 
The poft at the point of entrance is fupplied by the Adjutant of the lead- 
ing Battalion, who remains there till his Corps has paft ; he is then re- 
lieved by the Adjutant of the next Corps, and fo on, till the whole hav^ 
entered ; they are then ready (o wheel into Line, and occupy the new 
pofition. If the intention, however, is to incamp, the neceflary people 
are fent forward before-hand with the Quarter-Mafter Cwcxal> and in* 



ftcad of aligning themfelves, as above defcribed, the neceflary Colours are 
planted, diftingui(hing the different Brigades ^ their component Batta<- 
lions ; the parks of Artillery, &c. &c. " * . . 

The Fourth Manoeuvre is ufeful to an Army in (hifting its poGtion for 
a better, or in taking up an oblique Line for tne purpofe of attacking an 
enemy's Flank, ice. &c. In this laft cafe, if the Column before entering 
the Alignment was moving parallel to, and near the enemy's Line (Sec* 
tion 186), and that feveral Battalions (fay Four) were to enter the new 
diredlion before the head of the Column was to halt, which by creating 
confiderable delay might make it dangerous to leave the roar^ Battalions 
of the Column fo long parallel to, and near the encmv*s Line ; the dif- 
ferent Battalions except the Two in front, fo foon as the Firft Divifion 
of the Column entered the Alignment, would, in fuch a cafe, all break 
from the general Column ; the Third and Fourtli would move at Qpick 
5. ^ime along the reverfe Flank of the two firft, and form in Clofc Columa 
'^ beyond the* point of entry, tBI it became their turn to follow : in the meaa 
rime all the rear Battalions move rapidly towards their different ftations, 
marked by their Adjutants, at whom they would wheel into the Align- 
ment, as bef^e defcribed; but the firft mode| as pointed out by the 
^ \ Fourth 



lYuft' -o. 



hyif.:0. 






Entfttv's M i'timk 



Fitt.:kj Pttite Zi. 



\.rAf /»'//// uifiinr the fH\*hntMih*n tw^ the M 
SMWif Itttf mUmrtisf the new. 







IN!': "I. 5n;;;i:5: pjinni: -Miipi.- .::in;i?i ;:•[•••!!: n?:niinA\ 









,,.-;" 



,>.«x 



o>*^ 









^<^ 



Pa*§e : 



Fiti \ 



■*--r- 



New Um formrd ft> the Front. 

\ ;^ir!ini;itr ^^. 



i-/:^*'^** 



U- 



^v 



Tlif Sket^ Afw^i) lUtttatiofu i^MMtnr in fh^nt siantl 
ituf in Column . njmvmhtl by Jhf.t. it,iiM* .iftrws Hum - 
piif in mon\m trtnuHmf nutnd thftr n'jfnrti%'f J^/nianU 
til form Line it* thr Fmnt.wiih thf i^ntn- (hrpj.on wliom 
thty ,m to I'onn aht.„lv /// thf Lint .the thur rutht hand 
thrft^luuv t'^tAniermetrch/ui^iiutleel o/Twith tkeirli^a 
hkiantty ijt uvnt.ulithe othem have dijmpeuied.A' M 
otTwith their GtmaJiers in ^nt. 



FOURTH MANOBUVRE. 



21 



Fourth Manoeuvre itfelf, is the one generally to be followed. The Chief 
in command may, indeed, if he fees fit, order fuch Battalions as do not 
file in the fird inftance, to lead down in Open Column to the points 
where their refpedive front Diviilons are to Hand ; and then to halt, 
face, and file into the new Alignment ; but entering at the points where 
their refpe£tive rear Divifions are to (land by the Open Column, is 
pointed jout as the moil accurate. If the Grenadiers lead into the Align- 
ment, the rear point will always be where the Light Infantry are to 
ftand ; and if the Light Infantry lead, it will always be where the Grena 
diers are to (land. 

Fig. 39 (hews a Column of Nine Battalions ; Two are already in the 
Ali|;nment, except the laft Companies of the Second, which, with the 
Third, file into it ; the remaining Six lead in Open Columns to their 
Right Flank, and wheel into it at the points marked by their refpe£tive 
Adjutants. Seftion 182.^ 

Commanding Officers of Battalions will always lead wi(;h the Right or 
Left in front, fo as to prevent a countermarch after they have entered the 
Alfgnement, which is not to be admitted of. If a Line is to be taken up 
to the front upon a central Corps, in that cafe, both Flanks of that cen- 
tral Corps would be marked (Sedlion 181) ; and the Adjutants of the Bat- 
talions who were to be on the Right of that Corps would mark where 
their Grenadiers were to (land ; while the Adjutants on the Left of it, 
would mark where their Light Infantrv Companies were to (land ; of 
courfe, the Battalions on the Right woula enter the Alignment with their 
Light Infantry in front; and thofe on the Left, with their Grenadiers in 
front. Fig. 40, (hews the Center Battalion formed, and the others 



moving round their Adjutants; a fimilar formation might commence 
from a Flank Battalion, and indeed is the ufual way in which fuch form- 
ations are made. 

By this mode, Linfcs in all direftions may he formed, either from Open 
or Clofe Columns; the Alignment is marked out by the proper people; 
and each Adjutant in taking ground for his Battalion allows alfo for the 
fpace between it, and the preceding Corps. If the Battalions approach 
the Alignment in Clofe Columns, they ^iH extend into Open O'-der on 
the march, or as they wheel into it. The Commanding Officer of each, 
when he fees the whole of his Divifions within the Alignment, will or- 
der a halt, and after drcffing his pivots on his Adjutant, is ready to wheel 
into Line, fo foon as the fucceeding Corps has Three Divifions or more 
halted, and correal y ftanding in the new dire£tion. 

This is perhaps the moft expeditious method by which an Army makes 
its changes of pofition, and at the fame time the moft fimple ; but the Re- 
gulations fay it has the drawback that the Adjutants will not always be 
accurate in their diftances, which in fome cafes may not eafily be reme- 
died, nor is it confidered fafe when an attack may be expefted during the 
Evolution. 

The deployment, as defcribed by the Three Firft Manoeuvres, in form- 
ing Line to tne Front, and the Ecnellon movement in other inftances, are 
pointed out by the Regulations as the bed modes of taking up Lines or 
of changing their diredlions in the face of an Enemy, becaufe the Troops 
are in a t>etter fituationto make refiftance, if attacked, while they are 
performing the Evolution. 
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FIFTH MANCEUVRR 



DireBioM by the Brigadier. 



Orders by Commandants 
of Battalions, 



Gbitbral Explanations. 




To get a very accurate knowledge of the Echellon formations, which the Regulations point 
out as extremely eflential, it may be neceflary before beginning with them, to take fome notice 
of the circle on the principles of which thefe movements are entirely formed. Every one knows 
that lines drawn from the center to the circumference of a circle, produce angles equal to 360 de- 

parts, each 

bivifion confifti „ „ , , , 

whole, is wheeled on one of its Flanks all round the circle, fo that it again comes back to the 
exadl pofition quitted, it will appear, upon calculation, that the exterior or the Eighth File in 
wheeling all round the circle takes cxzGily 32 lieps, each meafuring 33 inches ; for the front of 
the Divifion is half the diameter, and 3 diameters are equal to the circumference; hence it evi* 
Gently follows that every 33 inches which the Eighth File from the (landing Flank ^ains on the 
circumference of the circle, above defcribed, is equal to ii| degrees ; fo that If a Serjeant placing 
himfelf before the Eighth File from the (landing Flank, either of the Divifion above-mentioned, 
or before the Eighth. File from the (landing Flank of a whole Line, takes any given number of 
paces of 33 inches, following the circumference juft defcribed, and the Divifion or Line is after- 
wards wheeled forward on iuch ftanding Flank till the Eighth File again touches the Serjeant, 
every (lep he has taken will change the dire£lion of the Line i ij degrees ; confequently if he has 
taken Four, the new Line will form, with the one quitted, an angle of 45 ; if Eight, the new Line 
will form, with the one quitted, an angle of c^ decrees, or the quarter circle. After this explana* 
tion, it at once appears, why the Eighth File is nxed on for the Serjeant to meafure his diftance 
from, and whether the Regulations mention the ■^, the ■{%-, the quarter circle, or the angle which 
the new line makes with the old, we at once comprehend the meaning. The Figure 41 (hews a 
circle whofe half diameter is equal to the front of Eight Files, or 14 feet 8 inches; the circle is 
cut into four quarters, and one quarter again divided into eight pans; each part at the circum*. 
ferenceof the circle is equal to a pace of 33 inches, and forms an angle of iij degrees; the letter 
o denotes the paces of the Serjeant from the bafe line AB, yfhh the angle and exaS direction each 
pace gives the wheeling body. The lines extended beyond the circumference of the circle are 
meant to denote that it matten not what is the fize of the Divifion or Line that is wheeled pro- 
vided the pace is taken from oppofite the Eighth File ; for whether it is 24 men or 24,000 that 
are wheeled, the direction and angle remain the fanie. 
There is ftill another point to be noticed before a precife knowledge can be had of Echellon 

formations ; 
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Dare&ions by the Brigadier. 



Orders fy CommauUmts 
of Baiiaiions. 



(Sed.2IO, 195,160. 162.) 
The Light infantrv of 
the Second Battalion 
will wheel back four 
paces on its Left, and 
Line will be formed 
on it by the Echellon 
of Companies. - 



About Face. 
March. - 



Repeated. 



Companies, Two Paces 
on the Left Back 
wards wheel. 

Quick March. - - 

About Face. - . - 
March. - - - - 



Gbnbaal Explanations. 



formations; and that is, placing the Divifions perpendicular to their lines of march, which is 
uniformly to be done : let Two Divifions be drawn up in line with each other, as in Fig. 42, let 
the firft be wheeled fix paces or equal to an angle of 674 ; and let the Second be wheeled on the 
fame Flank three paces or equal to an angle ot^3| : draw a line from the wheeling J^lank of the 
firft to the flanding Flaqk of the fecond ; and fucn line will be a perpendicular to the new pofitioa 
of the fecond ; of courfp, was the fecond to move forward into Line with the firft, it could ad* 
vance in a perpendicular dire&ion ; that is, with the bodies of the men fquare to the front ; which 
could not have happened <had the Second Divifioo wheeled more or lefs than three paces. This is 
what is called placing a Divifion perpendicular to its line of march ; and. in this way may the exaft 
perpendicular pofition of the Divifions be, at all times afcertained, whether taken from Line or 
Column. See Fie. 42. 

Bv the Fourth Manoeuvre the Brigade was left ftanding in an oblique Line. See Fig. 43. 

This Line is thrown hack to its original dire£kion by the Fifth Manoeuvre. 



The Light Infantry, Second Battalion, is wheeled into the new Line. 

Whatever number of paces the named Company wheels from Line into Echellon, all the others 
will wheel juft half the number. 



The whole 4(rheel back. The Light Infantry, Second Battalion, has wheeled four paces, and 
all the other Companies two paces. See Fie;- 44* 

The whole face about, except the Light Infantry of the Second. 

.The whole move to the rear in Echellon, except the Light Infantry of the Second, which, as 
before defcribed, is already in the alignment. As each Company or Ijivifion of the Second Bat« 
talion approaches within a few- paces of the line to be formed, its Officer favs — Left Shoulders 
Forward ; the man next him by throwing forward his left flioulder and the otners by dreffing up 
to him, bring the Divifion in a line with the new formation. The Officer then fays — flaltt 
Front, Drefs; in this manner the diiFcrent Companies form between their Light Infantry and the 
Colour on their Kight. When the Light Infantry of the Third Battalion reaches the point ia 
the Line v^here it is to form, the Adjutant of the Battalion, who marks fuch point, halts, fronts, 
and wheels k back two paces on the Left, (unlefs the Commanding Officer chufes to do it himfelf) 
which brings it in the fame dircAIon with the Light Infantry of the Second ; the different Com* 

panies 



24 



FIFTH UANtEUVRE. 



Dire^ioM by the Brigadier. 


Orders by Commandants 
of Battalions, 


Gbneral Explanations. 






panies of the Third, form on the Right of their Light Infantry, in the fame way as the Compa- 
nies of the Second did upon the Light Infantry of. that Corps. When the Light Infantry of the 
Firft reaches its point of formation, it is halted, fronted, and wheeled back two paces on its Left, 
as before defcribed ; this mud be done as quick as poflible, fo as not to impede the other diviiions 
of the Corps who move up and form between it and the Colour thrown out on the Right of the 
Brigade, as detailed for the Second and Third Battalions. 

The Brigade is again in Line in the fame diredlion with that it firft occupied. Fig. 45. 



Remarks on the Fifth Manoeuvre. 



By the above modes not only is a Brigade thrown teck upon a Flank, 
but a Line of any dimenfions. This Manoeuvre (hews how an Army 
(landrng in Line would throw back fuch Line or any part of it on a given 
Divifion, by the oblique Echellon : in the fame exad way would an 
Army, (landing in an oblique Echellon of Brigades or larger Divifions, 
throw thefe back into a general Line. The Divifions of the Echellon 
might be of any ftrength where large bodies are to be moved from Com- 
panies to fcveral Battalions ; hut in all oblique movements the Echellon 
of Companies, or at inoft of Grand Divifions, will be found to anfw^r 
heft: upon this head more will be noticed under Manoeuvres Ninth, 
fcnih, and Thirteenth. • 

The Fifth Manoeuvre may be cxempli(ied in the following way : — 
Suppofe the Line of an Army extending in any given direSion— an 
Enemy threatens its Right Flank, which is in rifle of being turned, and 
therefore there is an indifpenfable ncce(rity of throwing it back to a bet- 
ter pofition. The Commander forefees the Troops will probably be at- 
tacked during the Evolution, on which account he determines to make 
the change by the Echellon march in preference to the Open Column. 
The Divifion on which the formation is to take place, is formed in the 
new Line, and all the others to be thrown back, wheel into Echellon, 
face to the right about, and proceed as defcribed in the Manoeuvre. If 
attacked by the Enemy's cavalry or advanced troops before gaining the 
intended pofition, fuch Corps front, and wheel forward on their pivot 



Flanks into Line. Any Line which can be gained to repel an attack in 
the middle of an evolution is defirable indeed: and in the facility with 
which this may be done from Echellon, confids the great merit of that 
movement. It the enemy is repulfed, the Divifions again wheel into 
Echellon, face to the right about, and complete the formation. 

In this infiance the whole Lines are thrown back, but it will frequently 
occur that only a portion is m.oved to the rear, however an angle will, 
when this happens, be formed falient towards the Enemy, great care 
therefore (hould be taken to fele£t fuch part of the firfl Line for the 
wheeling point or angle, where the ground in front is firong, and if pof- 
fible, a(}^bids cover, otherwifc the Enemy will next move upon the angle, 
and if unprote£led, will bring fuch a fire to bear upon it as will make it 
very difficult for the Troops to (land their ground. 

In the above evolution the Second Line could not gain its new pofition 
by the fame mode pointed out for the Fir (I Li^; relative points would 
therefore be taken as a bafe of formation for the new Second Line, and 
prolonged: that Line would break into Open Column, Left in front; 
and fo foon as the head or leading Divifion entered the new pofition, all 
the Corps, except fuch as found it their neareft route to follow fuch head 
or leading Divifion, would break from the general Column, and enter at 
thepoints marked by their Adjutants. See Fig. 46. 

The Brigade is in Linei as^above-mentioneo, anid proceeds to the Sixth 
Maoceuvrc. 
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SIXTH MANCEUVRE. 



DireBUmibythe Brigadier, 



Wheel into ColufoOi 
Right in front. - 



(SeAion lOo.) 
Countermarch by Files 
from the Right of 
Companies. - - 



March. - - - 
Halt. . . - . 

(Seaion 187.) 
Clofe to the Front. 
Quick March. - 



Orders by Commandants 
of Battalions. 



Gbitbbal Explakatioks. 



Repeated. 

By Companies, on the 

Left, backwards 

wheel. 
Quick March. - - 



Repeated. 

Right Face. 

TovChe Right, counter 

march. 
Quick, March. - * 

March. - - .. - 
Halt 



Clofe to the Front. 
Quick March. - 



^ This Manoeuvre can only be performed in one way, without inverting the order of the Batta- 
lions. 



The whole wheel back on the Left, and ftand in open Column of Companies, Right or Gre- 
nadiers in front. Fig. 47. 



The whole Companies face to the Right and Countermarch, fo that the Brigade is now in 
open Column of Companies, with its Left or Light Infantry in front, inftead of the Grenadiers or 
Right in front. Fig. 48. • 

The whole Column moves on as far as the Brigadier thinks proper. 

The whole Halt. 

The Light Infantry of the Second Battalion (lands faft ; and all the other Companies of the 
Brigade move up into Clofe Order behind it. The Brigade is now formed fn a Clofe Column 
with the Left or Light Infantry in fronts three paces being allowed between each Battalion Co- 
lumn. Fig. 49* 

The following part of the Sixth Manoeuvre is the Solid Souare : the Regulations no where 
mention that it is ever formed by a larger body than a iingle Battalion ; the Compiler of this 
work does not, therefore, think himfelf authorifed to detail how it might be performed by a Bri- 
gade or larger body. 

E The 
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Dire&ionsby the Brigadier, 



(Se£tion 153 
Open from the 
March. - - 



Rear. 



(Section 99, 
Right Wing 
Front. - - 



101.) 
to the 



Orders by Commandants 
of Battalions, 



Open from the Rear* 
March. - - - - 



Right Wing to the 
Front. . - - . 



Halt. 



Gbkebax. £xpi*anation8. 



Halt. . . 



The Brigade is in Clofc Column, and proceeds to the next part of the Sixth Manoeuvre ; which 
isy to extend into Open Order from the Rear. 

The whole move on at Ordinary Time, except the Grenadiers of the Firft Battalion ; the Cap- 
tain of which, fo foon as he fees the Company before him has got to its proper diftance at Open 
Order, fays, ** Firfk Company — Halt :" The Captain of the Firft Company, when he fees the 
Second Company has gained its proper diftance, lays, ** Second Company— -Halt : each Captain, 
in like manner, halts the Company before him, till the whole Diviflons of the Firft are in Opeo 
Column. The Commandant of the Third halts his Grenadiers at their due diftance, and the Cfap- 
tains of that Corps proceed in halting the Companies; of it, as pointed out for thofe of the Firfl:. 
In h'ke manner do thofe of the Second proceed, after its Grenadiers are halted by its Commandant : 
thus the whole Brigade extends into Open Column, and ftands as in Fig. 50. 

The Light Infantry Company which leads the Column in opening out has fome object to 
march on fo as to keep in a direA line. The Brigade is ftanding in Open Column, with its Left 
or Light Infantry in front. The next part of the Sixth Manceuvre is to throw its Right or Gre- 
nadiers in fr6nt. 



By the Commandant of the Firft Battalion. 

This order not to be repeated by the other Commafldants tilt their refpe£iive Corps are ready to 
move. The Captain of Grenadiers, Firft Battalion, fays <* Grenadiers— -Left Face, Quick 
March/' They face and move to the Left till dear of the Column, when their Captain fays, 
*' Halt, Front, March." The Company halts, fronts, and moves on towards the head of the Co- 
lumn : when nearly in a line with the Firft Company its Captain fays, ** Company«*-Quick: 
March," he having prevtoofly faced it to the Loft. * The Firft Company moves in the Rear of 
the Grenadiers, when it halts, fronts, and prix;eeds :it its proper diftance behind the Grenadiers. 
When the Firft Company comes nearly in a line with the Second Company, but rather paft it, 
this Company moves in rear of the Firli, in the manner before defcribed, fronts, and advances in 
rear of the other two. All the other Companies of the Brigade do the fame as it comes to their 
turn, till the whole are moving in one Column, w{th the Right or Grenadiers in front. ' 

Fig. 5i (hews tbc Brigade bringing tht Right Wing to the front : the whole of the Firft Bat- 
talion is re^refented as moving towar£ the head of the Column, as are the Grenadiers of the Third ; 
and the Firft Company of the Third is moving |o the Left to come in their rear. The whole 
Column havine countermarched moves on, till or4ered to halt. 

When the Brigadier thinks the Column has advanced enough 

The whole halt and ftand in Open Colpmny Right in front. 

When 
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StB^ 



DireSums b^ the Brigadier, 



Wheel into Line. - 



Orders hy Comtnandanis 
of Battalions, 



To the Left wheel into 

Line. 
Qaick March. - - 



GsHlRAt EXFLANATIOVS. 



When the Brigadier fees the Pivots correAed, and all fteady 

The whole wheel into Line on the Left, and (land in the fame direflion the Line had at the 
beginning of the Manoeuvres, but fronted towards what was then the Rear. Fig. 52. 



Remarks on the Sixth Mancetivre. 



Here ends the Sixth Manoeuvre, in which has been pointed out how a 
Brigade or Line of an Arniy wheels into Open Cblumn, Right in front, 
and by a countermarch of (Jompanies brings the Left of the Column in 
front ; how an Open Column of any dimenfions clofes up into Clofe Co<* 
lumn; extends into Open Order ; changes its head by bnnging what was 
before the Rear, to the Front ; and by wheeling upon the Left into Line, 
fronts towards the oppofite diredion which the Line had at the begin- 
ning of the Evolution. 

The Sixth Manoeuvre elucidates feveral circumftances very eflential in 
the Formations and Taftics of Armies : — Firft, it (hews how Columns 
of an Armv, finding a neceffity of forming Line in the oppofite diredtion 
to which tney are marching, change their Front by the countermarch of 
Companies. Secondly, it ihews how Columns of march take Clofe Or- 
der, preparatory to a deployment into Line. Thirdly, it points out how 
one or more Clofe Columns of an Army extend from the Rear idto Open 
Order, for the purpofe of continuing the march or making front to a 
Flank; and if to form Line to a Flank, fuch extenfion may take place 
both ways at once, by facing outwards from whichever central Divifion 
it is forefeen will beft cover the ground the Line is meant to run over ; 
fuch central Company (lands faft ; the Divifion immediately in rear of it 
will be halted by the Commanding Officer of its Battalion ; all the others 
arc halted, as (hewn by the Manoeuvre. The laft part of this Manoeuvre, 
fhewii)^ how Open Columns of an Army countermarch from rear to the 
front, is alfo very e(rential. 

It is a conflant rule on fervice, in the vicinity of an enemy, that wheo 
an AroGiy moves in Columns of march to a Flank, the Battalions compo* 



(ing the Column or Columns, lead with the Right in front, if the Enemy 
is expe£ted on the Left ; and with the Left in ^ont, if he is expeded oa 
the Right ; — thus keeping that Flank towards the Enemy which, when 
wheeled to, places their Divifions in their natural ord^r of battle. Sup- 
pofe an Army moving to a Flank in Two Columns confiftingof the Firft 
and Second Lines, with the Left in front, expeSing the Enemy on the 
Right ; intelligence however is received that he has made a n>ovement 
by which he has croflfed the intended route, and may now be looked for 
on the Left: was the Army to proceed in its prefent order, and after- 
wards to form to the Left to oppofe him, the Second Line would be in 
front inftead of the rear; and the Army with all its Divifions would be 
inverted. The Columns therefore halt ; and countermarch, by bringing 
the rear to the front : they then face inwards, and file through each other 
to their new pofitions (Seflion 192) : or the Column of the Second Line 
is reinforced by a part of the Firft ; and the whole again move forward, 
ready to wheel to the Left into Line in their natural order of battle. In 
Armies of great magnitude fuch a countermarch might produce too much 
delay ; in which cafe, the individual Battalions or Brigades would be or- 
dered to make it feparately within tbemfelves (fee Fiz. 53) ; fo that when 
the Army came to wheel to the Left into Line, the Battalions or Bri- 
gades, within tbemfelves, would be in their natural order, though th» 
Line, at large, would be inverted: fuch inverfion mu(l frequently occur 
in great bodies, where the delay or ri(k of re&ifying it more than coun* 
terbalances the importance of the objedt. 

Thefc laft remarks would apply to an Army of any fixe, if an Enemy 

unexpe£ledly made his appearance on the reverfe Flank i for time, cir- 

£ 2 cumfiaoces 
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curaftances of ground, or the riik of being attacked during the Evolution, 
would, in all probability, prevent a general countermarch from front to 
rear :-—indeed,.was his attack very fudden, there would be no alternative 
but to wheel upon the reverfe Flank into Line, and oppofe with the rear 
ranks in. front. However, as the formations of one Array ufually keep 
pace with thofe of the other, it is reafonable to fuppofe, that the danger 
would be feen at a fuflGcient diftance for the different Batulions or Bri- 
gades to countermarch Separately ; by which the moft material point 
would be gained. 

tf an Army (Sedlion 194) was moving to a Flank in Columns of 
Lines, that is, in One Column confiding of its Firft Line, and One Co- 
lumn confiding of its Second Line, leading with the Left, and expediting 
the Enemy on the Right; but inftead of finding him there, he makes his 



appearance at the head of the Columns ; fo that it becomes neceflary to 
form Line to the then front : in that cafe, to fave time, the new Lines 
would be formed each of parts of the old ones. They might be taken up 
by the Echellon or Open Column ; or the Two Columns would clofe to 
the front ; a certain number of the front Brigades of each would be di- 
re£ted to deploy as a firft line ; and the reftdue of each Column would 
extend themfelves behind as a fecond line. 

In the various evolutions exemplified by the fixth Manoeuvre, the fe- 
cond Line of an Army would follow, in ail its movements, the fame 
exaA procedure obferved by the fird Line. If both Lines moved in one 
Column, when the firil formed for battle, the fecond would of courfe 
move (o its pofition in the rear. 

The Brigade is in Line, facing towards the former rear. Fig* 54. 
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Dire&iomby the Brigadier, 



(SeAioo 99.) 
The Line will counter 
march by Companies 
on its Center. - 



March. 



Orders by Commandants 
of Battalions. 



Repeated. - 
About Face. 



Companies — Inwards 

wheel. - - 
Quick March. - - 



March. - 



General Explanations, 



This Manoeuvre, like the preceding, can only be performed in one way, without inverting the 
order of the Battalions ; and though a fingle Battalion may countermarch by Files, larger bodies 
do it by Divifions. Se£lion 99. 



The Right Center Company, Third Battalion, countermarches with the Colours. 

By the Commandant of the Third Battalion to his Right Wing, and by the Commandant of 
the Firft Battalion to his whole Corps, of courfe the Right Wing of the Third, and the whole of 
the Firfl, face about. 

By the Commandants pf the Three Battalions. 

The whole wheel into Column, facing towards the named Company. 

The Brigade will now ftand as in Fig. 55, with the Fourth Company of the Third Battalion 
fronted towards what was the rear at the beginning of the evolution, and all the other Compa- 
nies of the Brigade wheeled into Column, niwards, and facing towards it. 

They pafs in front and rear of the Fourth-Company, Third Battalion, and wheel into Line 
fucceffively on its Right and Left, by command of their refpeftive Captains. The Company on 
which the countermarch takes place is always previoufly named, and placed with its front to what 
was the rear. 

The Colours of the Third Battalion countermarch with the Fourth Company, and ftand as a 
central point to form on. The Line is prolonged by the fucceflive wheels of the different Com- 
panies in the fame direftion it before run ; only, that what was before the rear, now becomes the 
front ; what was before the fpot occupied by the Firft Battalion, is now the one occupied by the 
Second ; and the whole Brigade ftands fronted in the dire^ion it had at the beginning of the Ma- . 
nceuvres, Fig. 56. Was the Brigade to countermarch, each Battalion within itfelf on its own 
center, they might do it br Files, agreeable to the principles laid down in the Sixth Manoeuvre 
for the fingle Battalion. The Brigade would, by this means, at lar^e be inverted, though the Di- 
vifions of the different Corps would within themfelves ftand in their natural order. If to obviate 
this inverfion, the whole Brigade, as above pointed out, makes a countermarch upon one point as a 

Seneral center, it would do fo by Companies or Subdivifions: for though a fingle Battalion may - 
o it by FileSy larger bodies do it in Column. The Tadics of the Line cannot be reduced to thoie 

of 
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DireQionshy the Brigadier. 



Orders by Commandants 
of Battaliotts, 



Gbnbral Explanations. 



of the Battalion in every inftance; and thefe point out in Sedion 99 that larger bodies than the 
fingle Battalion are to countermarch by Columns of Companies or Subdivifions, and not by 
Files. 



Remarks on the Seoenth Mancwore. 



By the Seventh Manoeuvre, which is now finiftied, has been (Eewn 
the mode in which a Brigade or Line of any dimeniions countermarches 
on its center, and thereby fronts in the oppofite dircAion to what it did 
before. This Evolutioni as well as the preceding one the Sixth, can 
only be performed by a Brigade or larger body in one way, without in- 
verting the Line: tor was each Corps to countermarch individually 
within itfelf, the Battalions on forming Line would have their proper 
rank in fron(; but the Line at large, as fa id before* would be inverted; 
that is* the Right or Firft Battalion would be on the Left of the Line ; 
and the Left or Second on the Right of the Line. It is not to be in- 
ferredi that in a6lual iervice the Line never is inverted; this often hap- 
pens, though the individual Battalions or Brigades bjr a countermarch 
ftand within themfelves in their natural order ; and circumftances may 
occur, as before obferved, where not only the Line, but the individual 
Corps will be fo ; however, generally fpeaking» it is contrary to the prin- 
ciples of Ta&ic. 

The ufes to which an Army appKes the Seventh Manoeuvre are as fol 
lows : Suppofe a Line, fronting in a given direAion, is required to front 
towards its then rear : if there was no appreheniioo of an attack during 



the Evolution, the whole would countermarch, as pointed out by this 
Manosuvre. If a Line was fuddenly attacked in the rear, it wouU, 
through necefBtv, face to the right about, and defend itfelf, though the 
rear^rank would thus be in front. But if the danger was feen at (bme 
diftance, as is the likely conclufion, the individual Battalions or Brigades 
would countermarch feparatelv ; by which they would ftand in regular 
order within themfelves, thougn the Line at large would be inverted (fee 
^^S*57*) ^ general countermarch of a conuderable Line, fo as to 
throw its Right where its Left was, and its Left where its Right was, 
could fcarcely be ventured on in the face of an Enemy : but whether 
done generally bv the whole Line at once, or feparately by its component 
parts, the Seventti Manoeuvre points out the mode of pertormance. 

In this Manoeuvre, as in the preceding, the Second Line would coun- 
termarch in the fame wav profcribed for the Firft ; after which, the Lines 
would pafs through each other to their rebtive poiitions (fee paflage of 
Lines) ; or the Second Line, which is ufually the weakeft, would be re- 
inforced by a part of the Firft. 

TThe Bnpde, having finilhed the Seventh Manoeuvre, is ftanding in 
Lme with its original ^nt. 
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Btei 



DireQiont by ike Brigadier, 



(Scaion 182.) 
Form Open Column in 
Rear of the Light In- 
fantry of the Second 
Battalion. - - • 



Quick, March, 



Orders by CommandtrntM 
of BattaUoM. 



Repeated. 
Companies — On your 

Right, backwards 

vheel. 
Quick March. • • 

To the Left Face, . 



Quick March. 



GbNBEAL EXFLANATlOlfS. 



This Evolution may be performed in feveral ways by a Line of an Army : Firft, by each Bat- 
talion forming an Open Column in rear of its refpe&ive Light Infantry, »nd the whole advancing 
in Battalion Columns. Secondly, by forming Open Columns of Brigades or larger bodies, and 
advancing in that form. Thirdly, by forming one general Column in rear of the Light Infantry 
of the Left Battalion) and advancing in that order ; the laft is the one moft likely to be ufeAil. 
Suppofing the firft to be ^one, the common Battalion pradice would be followed b]f each. Corps. 
If one general Open Column is to be taken up or larger ones than the fingle Battalion, they are 
formeoas hereafter detailed. ^ 



The Commandant of the Second Battalion cautions his Light Infantry that they are to fland 
fail : all the reft of the Brigade wheels back by Companies on their Right into Open Column ; 
which brin£S their front towards the Light Infantry of the Second. 

By the Commandant of the Second Battalion. 

All the Companies of the Second, but the Light Infantry, face to the Left ; and the covering 
Serjeants move out and mark their diftances for their refpe&ive Companies. 

The Brigadier allows a paufe for the Serjeants to take their diftances, and then orders 

The whole Companies of the Second, except the Light Infantry, file into the new alignment ; 
while the Second is performing its part of the Evolution, the other Corps are performing theirs. 
The Commandants of the Third and Firft Battalions, fo foon as their refpedive Corps are wheeled 
into Open Column, difengage the heads of their Battalion Columns from the general one, and on 
the command << Quick March," lead them in Quick Time towards their rear pcdBts of entry in 
the new Column, where they wheel into the new pofition. But if the Brigadier has before di- 
reAed that they ihall form in it, at their head points of entry, their Adja»ints will mark fuch head 
poipts; and each Commandant in that cafe leads his Column with its pivot Flank dareAed on hit 
Adjutant. When arrived within a few paces of him, the Commandant fays— 

Column-** 
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Dire&ionshythe Brigadier, 



Orders by Commandants 
of Battalions, 



Column— Halt. 
Left Face. - 



Quick March. 



March. - - - 

Form Subdivifions. 
Form Companies. 
Halt. .... 



March. 



Gbnbral Explanattoms. 



Form Subdiviiions. 
Form Companies. 
Halt. .... - 



The covering Serjeants move out with all expedition, and take the neceflary diftances for their 
refpe&ive Companies in the new alignment. The Light Infantry Serjeant places himfelf at a 
diftance from the Adjutant equal to the front of his Company, and in a Line with the Adjutant 
and the pivots of the preceding Corps ; the other Serjeants alfo place themfelves in the line of pi- 
vots, at their due diftances. The Commandant of the Battalion direA^— 

The diiFerent Companies move in file to their pofitions in the alignment, as before defcribed ; 
and are halted, fronted, and drefled by their different Captains. By the rear Battalions entering 
the alignment at their head points, this Evolution will be done more upon the principles of the 
Manoeuvre than by entering at their rear points. But though the Regulations admit of both, yet 
entering at the rear points is confidered by them as the bed general praftice on all occafions : and 
the one to be followed, unlefs ordered to the contrary by the Officer in Chief. If therefore the 
rear Battalions enter at their rear points, their Adjutants will mark fuch rear points; and their 
Commandants, as before, will lead them in QuickTime upon their Adjutants, who ftand as 
points at which each Corps wheels its refpedive Divifions into the new alignment ; and which 
Divifions afterwards prolong their march in it, keeping their pivots in a line with thofe of the pre. 
ceding Battalion, till each reaches its pofition, when the whole are halted, unlefs the general Co. 
lumn is before put in motion. 

As a Angle Battalion filing into a new alignment by the Eighth Manoeuvre is not put in motion 
till Three Companies befioe the front one are formed, fo the Brigade performing the fame Ma. 
nceuvrd will require that the whole of the leading Battalion, and fome part of the next Corps, be 
formed in the new Column before it is ordered to advance ; and, indeed, as great bodies move flow, 
it may he prudent to wait either till the Third and Firft have nearly tiled their whole Divifions 
into it : or if they have entered by wheeling at their rear points have nearly reached their indivi- 
dual ftations before the Brigadier gives the order to advance. As before obferved, entering at the 
rear points is the plan always to bcf purfued, unlefs ordered to the contrary. 

The Fig. 58 (hews the Left Battalion filing into the new pofition ; and the route of the other 
two leading to their rear points. The fame mode would be followed if the line confided of any 
number of Battalions. 

When the Brigadier fees the Three Battalions have nearly occupied their different pofitions in 
the new alignment. 

The whole of the general Column already formed moves on, and the refidue gain their fiations 
and follow" at Ordinary Time. 

When the Brigadier fees the whole in their pofitions, and marching fieady, 

The whole form Column of Subdivifions. 

When the Brigadier fees the whole in Column of Subdivifions, and moving fteady. 

The whole form Column of Companies, as before defcribed. 

When the whole are moving in Columa of Companies, 

The whole halt. 

Wheel 
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Dire^ioHiby the Brigadier, 



Wheel into Line. 



Orders by Commandants 
of BattaUoHs. 



To the Right wheel 
- into Line. 
Quick March. - • 



Gevb&ax. Explanations. 



The whole wheel into Line, and the Brigade ftands in a perpendicular direction to the Left 
Flank of the original pofition. See Fig. 59. 



Remarks on the Eighth MaruBwore. 



The Ei&hth Manoeuvre points out the manner in which the Line of 
an Arnw changes its front by the Open Columni when circumftances 
render (uch a change neceflary. Suppofe a Line running in a given di • 
redion, and fo (Irongly poded, that an Enemy does not venture an at- 
tack in front; but that he may force it from this (Irong fituation, he 
makes a movement, and takes up a pofition interfering the prolongation 
of the Line to the Right ; fee Fig. 60. The General no longer confiders 
the Army fafe with its Right Flank fo thrown up; and therefore deter- 
mines to change his front by the Open Column \ and that his new Line 
/hall run to the rear, and perpendicular to his prefent Left. The left- 
hand DiviCon of the Line ftands faft ; and all the reft of the Line pro- 
ceed to form an Open Column in its rear, as pointed out by the Manoeu- 
vre. Before, however, the whole have done fo, either becaufe there is 
not fufficient room for the rear Battalions, or to take up what is after* 
wairds confidered a ftronger pofition, or for other caufes, the Column is 
put in motion. The Adjutants of fuch Corps as have not yet entered 
the alignment, move on, preferving their relative diftances, and unlefs 
particularly ordered that the front points ftiould be marked, their refpcc- 
tive Battalions wheel at them into the rear of the new Column, when, 
contrary to what would be the cafe if the front was halted, they move on 
at Quick Time till the leading Divifion of each gains its due diftance: 
the Battalion to which it belongs then takes up the Ordinary ftep. 

The Column in advancing, finding it neceft*ary, contrads its front to 
Subdivifions, and again extends it to Companies; thus exemplifying how 
Columns in paffing irregular ground or narrow defiles perform this very 
nfeful operation. The Column next halts and wheels into Line ; if a 
central Divifion now occupies the fpot where the Left before ftood, the 



new Line will interfefl the Left of the old one at right angles : but if the 
Column has proceeded till its Rear Divifion has paiTed the above fpot, 
the new Line will of courfe ftand perpendicular, and to the front of 'the 
former Left. If a Line changes its dire£lion on a Right t*lank Divifion, 
the fame procefs takes place ; the Line breaks into Open Column towards 
the Right, and proceeds as has been defcribed, when it changes on a Left 
Divifion. If the change is to be made on a central Divifion (Se£^. 184)1 
fuch central Divifion is placed with its front perpendicular to the new 
alignment (Fig. 61): the Line then breaks into Open Column inwards; 
that is to fay, all the Corps to Right of the central Divifion wheel back 
by Companies upon their Right ; and all thofe to the Left, wheel back 
on their Left, and both front towards it : the different Divifions of its 
own Battalion to its Right and Left, together with the next Battalion on 
the Right, and next Battalion on the Left, face, file, and place their pi* 
vots on the alignment, to front and rear of , it; all the other Battalions- 
break from the general Column, and lead towards their rear points of 
entry, previoufly marked by their Adjutants, at, or near whom they 
wheel, fo as alfo to place their pivots on the alignment, and to move 
along it till each gains its proper pofition, and is halted previous to 
wheeling into Line. If the Right of the old Line is to be thrown for« 
ward, and the Left backwards, the Divifions and Battalions before to 
Right of the central Divifion will form in its front; and thofe before to 
its Left, will form in its rear : on the contrary, if the Left of the old Line 
is to be thrown forward, and the Right backward, by the change, the re* 
verfe will take place. The Divifion formed immediately in front of the 
central Company or Divifion leaves a fpace equal to the front of both be* 
tween them ; for as they face each other, and are to whed into the fame 
F Line^ 
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Line, it is eTident they muft wheel into it oh oppofite Flanks ; and as 
both wheels are to be made in the fpace or diftance between tbeniy that 
fpace mud be equal to both their fronts. Lines touching or cutting the 
former pofition obliquely are alfo taken up fn the fame way by the Open 
Column ; the named Divifion is wheeled till its front (lands perpendicular 
to the intended Line ; all the others proceed as above defcribed. 

So much has been (aid of the changes performed by the Open Column, 
becaufe they are the ufual modes adopted by Lines of Armies in altering 
their pofitions, when a fudden attack from an Enemy is not apprehended 
upon the Troops while in detached Columns performing the evolution : 
if fuch attack is to be looked for, the Regulations point out the echellon 
inarch as the fafeft mode of changing the direflion of a Line. 

If a change is made on a moving central Divifion (SeAion 185}, fuch 
central Divifion will of courfe be the one where the new Line interfefls 
the old one: or if prolonged, would interfe^ i^: the named Divifion is 
placed with its pivot Flank on the new direflion, and ijts front perpendi- 
cular to it (Fig. 6a) ; all the reft of the Line break inwards into Open 
Column, and face towards it. The named Divifion next moves forward 
along the new dire£lion, followed by the other Divifions of its Battalion 
in a double Column ; one of which Columns, covers and proceeds im- 
jnediately in the rear of the named divifion ; and the other keeps three or 
four paces on the Flank. The Column that follows immediately in 
rear of the named Divifion will always confift of thofe Companies or 
Divifions which, when the named one halts, can at the fame inftant halt 
in their natural order, ready to wheel up upon the fame pivot with it into 
I^ine ;— therefore if the named Divifion is to wheel to the Right into 
Line, it will be immediately followed and covered by thofe Divifions 
which are naturallv to its Right in the Battalion : if, on the contrary, it 
is to wheel to the Left into Line, it will be followed and covered by tnofe 
Divifions naturally to its Left in the Battalion. When the namea Divi- 
fion reaches its new pofition, it halts, as do all thofe immediately in its 
rear ; thofe upon the Flank move on tiJI paft the named one, and file 
fuccefBvely into the alignment with their faces towards the named Divi- 
fion \ on which account, the one immediately in its front leaves a double 
wheeling diftance ; all the other Battalions of the Line, except fuch as 
find it their nearefl route to follow in the rear of the Column led by the 
named Divifion, break into detached Columns, and take the (horteft di- 
reftions towards their rcfpe£liv'e rear points marked by their Adjutants, 
where they wheel their pwots into the alignment, move forward, and 
take up their pofitions. 



If the named Divifion is a Flank one, of any Corps, the reft of the 
Battalion will all follow in its rear and covering it: the adjoining Batta- 
lion moves on the Flank three or four paces diftant, till the narn^ Divi- 
fion, and thofe in its rear, halt ; the Battalion moving on the Flank then 
pafles them, and files its Divifions fucceffively into their pofitions as above. 
If the named Divifion in making fuch changes has to proceed to the rear 
infteadof the front, it will firft countermarch, and the whole proceed as 
before. • 

The above Evolution is frequently ufeful to the Second Line in com- 
plying with the movements made by the. Firft. 

If a Firft Line (Fig. 63) leads to the front in Columns of Brigades, or 
larger Divifions, wheels their heads into a new pofition, and takes up a 
Line fimilar in diredion to the one quitted, the Second Line would fol- 
low in fimilar Divifions, and gain its new pofition in the fame way the 
Firft did : but where the whole of a Firft Line forms Open Column in 
rear of a Flank Divifion, with the view of changing the dire<^ion of its 
front, as exemplified by the Eighth Manoeuvre, in that cafe the Second 
Line, the moment the order was given for the movement of the Firft, 
would break into Open Column towards the Flank the change was to be 
made on ; would lead acrofs the new intended diredion of the Firft Line ; 
and would wheel its* head into the new intended dire£tion of the Second 
Line, at the poifit where the prolongation of the old Second Line inter- 
fered the new, followed by fuch Battalions as found it their natural 
route : but all the others breaking from the general Column would enter 
at the points marked by their Adjutants. See Fig. 64. 

If the prolongation of the old Second Line did not interfe£l the new, 
or only touched it, which muft often happen when of fmall dimenfious, 
and thrown behind the farther Flank ot the Firft Line, in that cafe, it 
would break into Column as before, and each Battalion would diverge 
from the general Column towards its new. pofition either immediately or 
fo foon as its neareft route pointed out to be eligible, and would enter at 
its Adjutant, as before defcribed. 

The diflFerent modes of changing the pofitions of Lines by the Open 
Column have now been (hewn; and it may not be improper alfo in this 
place to mention how Columns at open, half or quarter diftance, change 
places. They face towards each other and move forward by their Flanks, 
till they nearly approach: one halts,- and the^ other files through ^ when 
they both again proceed to their pofitions. (Se£l. 192.) 
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NINTH MANOEUVRE. 



DireShns btf the BrigadUr, 



Otdcn bu Commandants 
of Baitalions. 



Wheel into ColumD, 
Left in front. 



(Sedion 195.) 

The Seventh Company 

of the Third Battalion 

will wheel back four 

faces on the Left, and 
•ine will be formed 
on it by the EcheUoD 
of Companiei. • 



Repeated. 

Companies on the Right 

backwards wheel. 
Quick March. - - 



Repeated* 



Compasiic9»~St3c Paces 
Oft yoar Left, back* 
wanh wheeL 

Quick March* « • 



GbHBRAX. ExrLA.VATI0N8. 



By the Eighth Manoeuvre the Brigade was Left in one Line perpendicular to the original pQ<- 
fition : what is to be underflood by the '^original pofition/' is that diredlion the Line occupied at 
the commencement of the Firft Manoeuvre. The Ninth Manoeuvre by throwing back the Left, 
and bringing forward the Right of the Line, forms one whofe diredlion is oblique to the original 
pofition ; thus pointing out how the Line of an Army might make a fimilar change. ■ 

The Brigade is {landing, as before-mentioned, perpendicular to the original pofition. See 
Frg. 65. 



The whole wheel back into Open Column, Left in front. 



In wheeling from Columii into Echellon, if the named Divifion wheels back one pace, the 
others wUl wheel aboyt four paces and a half; if two paces, tbe^ will wheel five ; if three paces, 
they will wheel five and a half ; iffoar« they will wheel fix; if five, they will wheel fix and a 
half; if fix, they wiU wheel feven; iffeven, they will wheel feven and a half; which may be 
prettv eafilv remembered, and places the Divifions fufficiently near their perpendicular pofitiont 
for dh pra^ical purpofes; indeed, as near as can be determined without pofitive mathematical 
meafttrcment. 



The whole whed bick« The Commandant of the Third Battalion cautions his Seventh Com« 
pany beforehand that k if to wheel onl^ four paces ; or to ftand faft, if it has been preytodfly 
wheeled wto the new dife£tion. See F»g. 66. 

F a About 
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NINTH MANaCVRE. 



Dire&ions bif th^ Brigadier, 


Orders bv Commandants 
of Battalions. 


GSN£RAL ExPLANATIONfl. 


March. - - . . 


About Face. - - - 
March. - - . - 


By the Com mandant of the Third Battalion to his Eighth, and Light Infantry Companies ; 
and by the Commandant of the Second Battalion to his whole Corps; of courfe the Eighth, and 
Light Infantry Companies of the Third Battalion, and the whole of the Second, face about. 

The whole, except the Seventh Company of the Third Battalion, move off at Ordinaty Time; 
the Adjutants of the Firft and Second Battalions mark the fpot where the leading Divifions of 
their refpedive Battalions are to ftand. When the leading Flank of fuch leading Divifions touch 
the new Line, thefe Divifions are halted, and wheeled forward two paces, which brings them 
fquare with the new formation. Whatever may be the dimenfions of an Echellon, the number 
of paces to be wheeled are taken before or behind the Eighth File from the (landing Flank. The 
tbnk Companies being thus accurately formed in the new Line, the other Companies of the 
Three Battalions, as they approach their poGtions, receive from their Captains *• — Shoulders 
Forward ;" which brings them fquare with the new alignment ; all the Companies which ftood 
before the named one in the Open Column are halted, Wonted, and drefled; thofe that were be- 
hind it, are alfo halted and drefled b^ command of their refpe£kive Captains. 

The Brigade has again formed Line, and ftands oblique to the poGtion it quitted and to the ori- 
ginal poliiion. Fig. OJ. 



Re-marks an the Ninth Manoeuvre. 



The Ninth Manoeuvre points but the mode in whicli Troops ftanding 
l^i ^^" Column form Line on a central Divilion by the Echellon 
March of Companies ; fuch central Divifion may either remain in its 
firll pofition, or be wheeled into anv new direaion which it is wiflied the 
intended Line fliould run in ; all the other Divifions, whatever is the di- 
reaion given to the one on which the Line is to be formed, are wheeled 
lo inany paces backwards as will be neceflary to place their fronts per- 
pendicular to the Lines on which they are to march ; or, to fpeak more 
intelligibly, till they can move towards their different ftations with their 
l>odies fquare to the front. If the Line to be formed is to front towards 
SA^^^ • Column, the whole will firft countermarch from the Right 
of Companies, and then proceed as before. In all formations of Line on 
acemral Divifion of the Open Column by the Echellon march of Com- 
panies, the Divifions that were in front ot the named one muft of courfo 
be faced lo the Right about, before they are put in motion. 



It is not to be underftood from the Ninth Manceuvre, if a Line of 
Troops runs in one direction, and it is wi(hed to change it on a fixed 
central Cofnpany by the Echellon march of the others, that to etEtSt the 
change it is previoufly neceffary to throw the Line into Open Column; 
the Echellon may take place at once from Line without the inconveni- 
ence or delay of forming Column at all (SeAion 195, 208): Let the Bri- 
Side be drawn up in Line perpendicular to the original pofition, as was 
e cafe at the beginning of the Ninth Manoeuvre, and let the Brigadier 
dire A that the Seventh Company of the Third Battalion will wheel for- 
ward four paces on the Left; remaining Companies of the Brigade wheel 
two paces ; thofe to the Right of the named Company, forwards on the 
Left ; thofe to its Left, backwards on the Right : or, that the Seventh 
Company, Third Battalion, will wheel four paces back on the Right ; 
remaining Companies wheel two paces ; thofe to the Left, backwards on 
the Right; thofe to the Right, forwards on the Left; that the Left 

Companies 



i 



w 



Thf. Op. 




J^f.<97 



ritf,sft. 





The Figure jhfws two Cobanns leatfin4f witii the laK 
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Companies will go to the Rieht about, and that the whole will form Line 
on the Seventh Company of the Third Battalion : or what is ftill more 
limple than either of thefe, the part of the Line to be thrown back, may 
firft face to the Right about, and the whole wheel inwards two paces, 
which amounts exaAly to the fame thing. Th^ Companies move to 
their different podcions, and will, in either of the three cafes, without 
fprmine Open Column at all, take up a Line exadly fimilar to the one 
which has before been formed by the Ninth Manoeuvre. 

The intention therefore of this Manoeuvre is to fhew how Line is ta- 
ken up by the Echellon upoa any Divifion of an Open Column. Sup* 
nofe, for example, that an Army after advancing in a Column of march, 
halts at a given point, with an intention of forming Line to the front by a 
deployment ; the fubfequent movements of the Enemy, however, render 
It neceflary that the Line (hould run in an oblique dire£tion, paffing 
through or interfediine a central Battalion of the Column ; on which ac* 
count, inftead of a deployment the General determines to throw the Di- 
vifions of the Column into Echellon ; and by retirina; thofe in the front, 
and bringing forward thofe in rear, to form the inten£d Line* The Di- 
vifion of the Column interfered by the propofed Line, is placed in the 
given oblttjue dire£tion ; all the others wheel back into Echellon ; thofe 
Satulions in front of the named Divifion face to the Right about; and 
the whole proceed to form Line, as pointed out by the Manoeuvre. If 
the Corps in front of the named Divifion are attacked in retiring, they 
face to the Right about, and wheel forward on their pivot Flank into 
Line ; if jhofe in rear of it are attacked in advancing, they halt and 
wheel back on their pivots into Line. 

When Troops are obliged to form from Echellon to refifl an attack, 
the Officers remain on the Echellon Flank, fire their Companies in that 



pofition, and fo foon as the attack is repulfed, again wheel into Echellon 
by the order of their refpeAive Commandants of Battalions, to complete 
the intended Evolution. 

An Armjr advancing in Two or more Columns might form them into 
a general Line, in the fame way that the fingle Column does; but fome 
arrangement would be neceflary in placing the Columns at their due dif- 
tance from each other. When a front Line takes a new. pofition from 
Open Column, as above detailed, if the Second Line of the Army was 
following the Firft in Column, and that the new pofition it was to take, 
ran in front of, and did not interfeA any one of its Battalions, in that cafe, 
fuch Second Line or its Column would move forward till the leading Di- 
vifion touched the new pofition, and would then wheel into it, followed 
by all the Battalions which found fuch to be their natural courfe ; but 
the others breaking from the general Column, would take the neareft di- 
redion to the points marked by their Adjutants, and there enter; fee 
Fig. 68. If, on the other hand, the new pofition or its prolongation did 
interfed the Column of the Second Line, and that the Firft and Second 
Lines were moving in One general Column, or in a parallel dire£^ion to 
each other, in either of thefe cafes the Second Line would eafieft gain its 
new pofition upon a moving central Divifion ; a defcription and figure of 
which is given under the head of the Eighth Manoeuvre; of courle, that 
part of the Column in front of fuch central Divifion wpuld firft counter- 
march from the Right of Companies. 

Fig. 69 (hews the Firft Line moving in One Column, and the Second 
Line in another, parallel to it. The Firft Line takes up an oblique pofi- 
tion from Open Column by the ^chellon of Companies, and the Second 
Line gains its new relative fituation upon a moving central Divifion. 
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TENTH MANCEUVRE. 



Dire&ioM by the Brigadier. 



Orders by CommandatUe 
of Battations, 



(ScftJoti 409, 196.) 
The Light Infantrv of 
the Second Battalion 
will wheel four paces 
to the Left, and Line 
will be formed on it 
by the Echellon of 
Companies. - - 



March. 



Repeated. - * -. 

Companies, Two paces 

to the Left wheel. 
Qnick March. - - 
March. - - - - 



General Explanations. 



By the Ninth Manoeuvre the Brigade was left (landing in an oblique Line to the original poG* 
tion ; Fig. 70. The Tenth Manseavre gives it the fame dire&iou it originally was formed in* 



The Light Infantry of the Second is wheeled four paces to the Left, which places it ia th&uw 
Line. 

By the Commandant of each Battalion. 

The whole wheel forward two paces into Echellon. 

The whole move off at Ordinary time to form in Line with the Light Infantrj of the Second 
Battalion: the Divifionsof the Second, as they approach their refpeAive pofitipos, receive from 
their Captains the orders — ** Right Shoulders Forward/' When the Light Infantry Compa- 
nies of the other Battalions touch the new Line with their leading Flank, they are halted, and 
wheeled forward on the Left two paces from their Eighth File, which brings them fquare with 
the new Line ; the other Divifions of their refpeAive Battalions arrange themfelves on their 
Right, each receiving the command as they come into LinCy ** Right Shoulders Forward.'' 

The Brigade will ftand as in Fig. 71. 



Remarks 
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Remarks on the Tenth Memmcorei 



The Tenth Manoeuvre (hews how an Army (landing in an oblique 
Echellon of BrigjadeSi or lareer DivilionSy would throw thcfc forward 
into a general Line, and it sufo exempHEes how a Line of any dimen- 
fioni throws forward a Wing or any part of it by the Echellon march, 
either for the purpofe of feizing a ftronger pofition, or for forming an 
oblique Line preparatory to an attack on an Enemy's Flank: all uich 
chanjees, whether on a Flank or central Diviiion, might be made more 
rapidly by the Open Column ; but whenever danger is looked for during 
the Evolution, the Echellon is pointed out by the Regulations as the fa 
feft mode to be reforted to. 

If a change is to be made from Line on a central Divifion (Seftion 
I95» 208) by throwing back one part of the Line, and bringing forward 
the other, the named Divifion is placed in the intended dire^ioQ ; all the 
others wheel into Echellon, as pcxnted out in the Remarks on the Ninth 



Manoeuvre ; thofe Battalions to be thrown back, face to the Right about ; 
and the whole proceed to take up their pofitions, as before defcribed. 
The Second Line would, in this inftance, gain its new pofitton on a 
moving central Divifion. 

Where a Fir(l«Line if thrown forward on a Flank, as is the cafe in the 
Tenth Manoeuvre, if the new Second Line, or its prolongation, interfeds 
the old (Fig. 72)^ the Second Line will beft gain its pofition upon a 
moving central Divifion (Se&ion 209) ; and fo will it alfo vlQ, in all 
changes made by a firft Line on a central Divifion, whether fuch chan* 
pes are tfk&tA bv Echellon or Column. If the new Second Line, or 
Its prolongation, does not interfed the old, which may happen in wheel- 
ing forwards on a Flank^ in fuch cafe, the Second Line would break into 
Column towards the wheelin|| Flank of the Firft Line, and enter its pofi« 
tion at its rtt : points. See Fig. 73. 
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ELEVENTH MANCEUVRE. 



Dirediotubytke Brigadier. 



Right Face. • . . 
"March. - - - - 

Form Open Column of 
Companies. - • 



Forward. • - 
Halt. . . . 
Wheel into Line. 



Orders by Comtnandants 
of Battalions. 



Right Face. 
March, • 



Form Open Column of 
Companies. - - 



Forward. - - - 

Halt 

To the Left, wheel in- 
to Line. 
Quick March. - - 



General Explanations. 



The Brigade is in Line, as in Fig. 74, and proceeds to the Eleventh Manoeuvre. 

The whole face to the Right. 

TJie whole move oiFin File to the Right. 

When the Brigadier thinks they have advanced far enough in File 

Each Captain of a Company 4ays— ^< Company, Left turn; Right wheel/' Each Company 
faces to the Left and then wheels forward to its Right, which brings the Brigade into Open Co- 
lumn : the inftant this is done, it receives the command— 

The whole move on in Open Column at Ordinary Time. 

When the Brigadier thinks they have advanced fufiBciently - 

The whole halt in Open Column. Fig. 75. 

The Column being halted, and Pivots correded 

The whole, Companies wheel to their Left into Line. 

The Brigade ftands again in Line with the original dire£lion. Fie. 76. 

This ends the Eleventh Manoeuvre, wherein is pointed out the mode in which a body of Troopc 
having, on account of a narrow intricate route, or other caufes, moved in file, forms Open Co- 
lumn of Companies on the march, when fuch caufes no longer exift. 
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TWELFTH MANCEUVRE, or RETREAT. 



Dire^onihytht Brigadier, 



^ fSeAion 203.) 
The Line will retire. 



About Face, - 
March. - - - 



Halt. 
Front. 



Fire by Companies from 
Center to Flanks of 
Battalions. - - 



Orders hy Commandants 
of Battalions, 



Gbnbbal Explanations. 



The Battalion will re^ 
tire, • - • - 



About Face. - - 
March. • - • . 



Halt. 
Front. 



Repeated. - 



Before beginning this Manoeuvre, the Brieadier determines whether the retreat is to be co« 
vered by the Light Infantry ; and if it is^ he lignifies as much to the different Commandants. 

The Brigadier's horn founds (which in this and all inftances it repeated) for the Lieht Infantry 
of each Battalion to << Form Company." The Light Infantry Companies proceed in. rear of 
their different Battalions, and form two deep ; each Company drawine up immediately bdiind the 
center of its own Corps, and told off* in two Subdivifions and four SeSions. 

The Brigadier orders his horn to found the Retreat, when the Light Infantry of each paft 
quickly through the center, or round the Flanks of their refpedlive Corps, and align themfelves at 
equal di(lances, fo as to cover the whole front. 

When the Brigadier fees the Light Infantry nearly extended along the front of their different 
Battalions . 

The whole face to the Right about ; and Three Serjeants move out Six paces In advance of the 
Colours of each Battalion, and by taking fixed objects to march on, affift in conducing the Line 
in the due di re6lion» 

The whole move off*; and at the fame inftant the Brigadier orders bis bude-horn to give the 
fignal for the Light Infantry to commence firing, who keep up an irregular fire, and fiiU back ia 
unifon with the movement of the Line. 

When the Brigadier thinks the Line has retired fufficiently. 

The whole halt, and face to the Right about : the Brigadier at the fame inftant orders the fignal 
from his horn for the Light Infantry to ceafe firing ; and fo foon as that is obeyed, he orders 
another fignal, '*To Form Company, and form in Battalion;" upon which the Light Infantry 

flace themfelves on. the Left of their refpeAive Corps (fee Twelfth Manoeuvre, under the head of 
nfpe£lion or Review of a Battalion of Infantry) ; this fhould be done as quick as poffible. 
When the Brigadier fees the Light Infantry nearly clear of the front 

The Brigadier orders his field drum to beat the preparative (See ^ Movements of the Line»** 
paragraph 13) ; upon which, the Right Center Companies fire; then the Left Center Compa- 

G nic* 
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TWELFTH MANIEVVRE. 



Dire^ionsbi/ the Brigadier. 


Orders by Commandants 
of Battalions. 


GsKBAAL Explanations. 




' 


nies of each Battalion ; and fo on, till the fire has extended to the Flanks of the different Corps, 
when4t recommences in the Center and again extends to the Flanks. The Prigadier orders his 
Drum to beat the General, or fignal to ceafe firing* when he thinks fit. 

The next part of this Manoeuvre is the Retreat by alternate Companies. The Regulations no 
where mention that the Retreat by alternate Companies is reforted to, by larger bodies than the 
fingte Battalion, and therefore it is not detailed. The Divifions feem too minute for a confider- 
able Line. 

When a Firft Line retires, as (hewn by the Twelfth Manoeuvre, the Second Line retires in the 
fame way; and they may aliemately pafs through each other, as hereafter defcribed, if fuch is 
deemed expedicAt. 



Remarks on the Twelfth Mantewore. 



The Twelfth Manoeuvre points out the mode in which a Line of^iged 
Troops, covered by its Light Infantry, retires before an Enemy. The 
Light InCa^CrY are thrown out for the purpofe of keeping the riflemen and 
advanced parties of the oppofing Army at a diftance ; and therefpre on 
the nature of the retreat would depend whether they would be thus em- 
ployed or not. If flurmifhiog was chiefly to be expefked^ and the Coun- 
try in any degree inclofed. or woody,, the Light Infantry could in no way 
be more ferviceable : if, on the contrary, the Country was open> and the 
retiring Line was clofcly prefled by the oppofing Army> it mi|;bt be, in 
iuch a cafe, lefs ufeful, by creating delay in the fire of the Lme, when 



^ to face abonl* To this may be added, that the Light Infantry are 
very frequentljf abfent from their Corps altogether, on fervice. It is evi- 
dent that the Light Infaqtry (houid either be polled in the rear altogether, 
without any fpaces. being left for them in the geqeral Line, and only caU 
led to the front of their refpe£live Battalions, as occafion might require ; 
or if fpaces were le^ that thefe (bould be occupied the inftant the Line 
forms to refill an Enemy: otherwife fuch Line mull not only be deprived 
of ooe-tenth of its fire^ but fubjed to the additional misfortune of having 
gaps all along its front. 

Fig. 77 Ihews a Line retiring, covered by its Light Infantry. 
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THIRTEENTH MANCEUVRE. 



DireQioHS by tkeBrigadier, 



Orden tnf Commandamis 



General E^lplanatioks. 



(Scflion 154, 196.) 
By Companies, — ^Fotir 
Paces to the Right 
^hecl. - - - • 



March. . - . . 

(Scaion 156.) 
Wheel back into Line. 



Forward. - - . 
Halt. ..... 



Repeated. 
Quick March. 



March. . - - - 
Wheel back into LiQe. 

Forward. • * • 
Halt, 



The Brigade has retired to nearly the original ground where it commenced the Manoeuvres^ 
and proceeds to the Thirteenth^ 



The whole wheel up Four paces, and an objeA is pointed out to the Captain commanding the 
right-hand Company of the Brigade, on which he is to march. 
. Fig. 78. fhews the Brigade in Echellon of Companies. 

The whole move on at Ordinary Time. 

When the Brigadier thinks they have adduced fuflGciently 

The Pivot, or right band man of each Company, marks tim^t and the others wheel back on 
him. — ^The three Cfenter Serjeants of each Regiment advance in frontj to guide the march in 
Line. 

The moment the Brigadier fees the whole in Line, 

The whole march forwards. 

When the Brigadier fees the Line advancing with precifioni 

The whole Halt and (land in Line. Fig. 79. 

The Second Line of an Army performing this Evolution would follow exadly the fame pro- 
cefs obferved by the Firft Line. 



Remarks on the Thirteenth Mancswore. 



The Thirteenth Manceuvre (hews the method in which a Brigade or 
Line of an Army gains ground \o the front and to a Bank at the (ame 
time, by the Echellon march of Companies : after gaining the required 
diftance, how it wheels back into Line in the fame diredion with the 
one it quitted ; and again proceeds.— If, after gaining the defired diftance 
outwards, it is wilhed to take an oblique pofitioo inwards, for tbepurpofe 



of attacking an enemy's flank, (Se&ion 196.} the whple wheel into Line 
and halt«— the named JDivifion is placed in the defired dire6lion, and all 
the others wheeling again into Echellon form upon it, as pointed out un- 
der the Remarks of Manoeuvres Fifth, Ninth, and Tenth ;. when they 
are ready to proceed in line againft the enemy's flank : to open which, 
was, perhaps, the intention of Uie outward movement, Fig. 69. If} after 
G a gaining 
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THIRTEENTH HA|7CEUVRE* 



gaining the defired didance cuti^ards, it is merely wiflied to take up an 
oblique line, the whole halt in Echellon, the named Divifion is wheeled 
into the intended dire&ion, and all the others wheel as many paces back- 
wards or forwards^ as is neceflary to place them perpendicular^ to their 
refpeAive lines of march ; or, in other words, till the numberW paces 
they have wheeled from the old Line {hall be one half the number 
which the named Divifion has wheeled from it ; they then move on and 
form upon it as ufaal. This is the mode in which a Line changes its 
pofition by the Echellon march, when the new pofitioo does not touch 
or interfed the old Line, and fuch changes may take place in all given 
direiSlions either on a flank or central Divifion. — If the-firft wheel of 
the Divifions is four paces, and the named one afterwards wheels four 
more paces, this others are already in their proper pofition to move on 
without halting} but if the named DivifioA was to wheel forward fix ad- 
ditional paces inftead of four, the others halt and wheel one before mov- 
ing on.— If the named Divifion was to halt without any additional wheel, 
the others halt and wheel back two paces before moving on. — If the 
named Divifion was to wheel back two paces, the others halt and wheel 
back three before moving on — fo, as before faid, that their wheel from 
the old Line (hall always be one half of what the named Divifion has 



wheeled from it.— If the named Divifion is a central one, the portion of 
the Line to be thrown back, of courfc, faces to the right abouti and pro- 
ceeds as ufual. ^ 

From the foregoing, it appears to be an objeA of great importance in 
lill Echellon changes, where the whole are moveable, that the command- 
ing Officer (hould, if poffible, determine, in his own mind, the exad an- 
gle which the new Line to be taken up will form with the old one or its 
prolongation, and that he (hould direct the Divifions to wheel one half 
the number of paces neceflary to give fuch angle or dire£tion ; by this 
means when the leading Divilion touches the new Line and wheels into 
it, all the other divifions coming up will (lill be perpendicular to their 
lines of march, and enabled thereby to move forward to them without 
ftoppage or hindrance— Attention to this point will he found to fimplify 
thefe movements extremely, and the larger the diviGons of the Echellon, 
the more its efficacy will be felt.— The good officer, on fervice, will al- 
ways (ludy to gain his objeA by the fimpleft means ; at a diftance from 
'an enemy, any evolution, however complex, may be attempted, but we 
m|](l not look for the fame colledlion under the fire of grape and muf- 
ketry that we do upon a parade; in the lad inftance^ confufion, excited 
by mtftake, leads only into a little lofs of credit ; in the field of battle fatal 
might he the coniequence^ of fuch a deran^ment. 

£chell<>n movements muft be oblique, if taken from Open Column ; 
but when taken from Line/ they may either be oblique or dired. All 
changes where tlie Line to be taken up is oblique to the one quitted, or 



to either Flank of it, require^ the oblique EcheHon; and all changes 
where the Line to be taken up is immedijitely in front, or immediately in 
the rear, ^nd psCrallel to the one quitted, require the dired Echellon ; 
uking it for granted, that in both inftances, the change is to be made by 
the Echellon march. In all oblicjue movements for the purpofe of chang- 
ing a pofition, or taking up a Line preparatory to an attack, the Echel- 
lon of Companies will probably be found the mod flexible, and the one 
from which a Line can be moft eafily regained, in cafe of need. The 
oblique Echellon may, however, confift of any dimenfions; for infiancey 
fuppofe the Line of an Army running in front of, but oblique to that of 
an Enemy, was ordered to wheel forward into an Echellon of Brigades, 
which fhould (land parallel to the Enemy's Line (Se(^ion 199) ; the 
Flank Companies on the Right or Left of the different Brigades would 
wheel forward, till they gained the intended parallel direction ; all the 
other Companies of eacn, after wheeling half as many paces, would move 
forwards, and form on their refpe&ive Flank Companies; when the 
Line would ftand in an Echellon of Brigades. If the Echellon was now 
to advance till its front Divifion commenced an attack on the Enemy, 
and it became neceflary (which probably would be the cafe) that the rear 
Divifions (hould move forward into a general Line ; or that the front 



(hould fall back into a general Line upon the rear : in either inftance, as 
the Echellon is oblique, the Flanks of the different Echellons or Brigades 
would be doubled behind each other, and excluded from the battle ; aa 
inconvenience that would run into the moft alarming extent, if the wheel 
from the old Line was confiderable. To form upon the front Brigade 
after the a£lion commenced, by a new Echellon movement, would require 
more time than could well be fpared in fuch a crifis, and would be very' 
hazardous, as the rear Brigades in comin? into the battle muft be brokea 
into Echellon of Companies, and form the general Line under the Ene- 
my's fire. The Regulations, aware of the(e difficulties, and not think- 
ing the rear Brigades could incline to the defired Flank while moving 
forward, propofe the following remedies: either that the rear Brigades of 
the Echellon, before any part begins to move, (hould incline fufficiently to 
a Flank, fo that each (hould ftand clear of the preceding one ; or that in 
taking up the oblique Line from which the Echellon was formed, the ne- 
ceflTary aiftances (hould be left between the Brigades. 

From the above, it appears that the oblique Echellon is better calcu- 
lated to change fituations or take up Lines preparatory to an attack, than 
as a formation to make an attack in. The truth of the matter is, when 
Troops break from a general Line into feparate bodies, the great objed to 
be confidered is, how the general Line may be regained : and no forma- 
tion is well calculated for an attack, by which this is rendered tedious or 
difficult, unlefs the ground or circumftances of the cafe preclude a better 
choice. From an oblique Echellop of Brigades nothing is more fimple 
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than to form a general Line in any direftion, provided there is fufficient 
time to do it, and that it is not to be done under the immediate mufketrj 
of the Enemy's Battalions. Jf Line is to be taken up on the leading Divi- 
fion, or Brigade, that Divifion ftands faft ; the others make the neceifary 
change backwards, each upon the Company on its regulating Flank, 
which places them perpendicular to their lines of march ; they then ad- 
vance till the leading Flank of each touches its pofition in the general 
Line ; the Flank company is virheeled into it, and the other Companies 
form upon the Flank (Jorapany as ufual» and fo on in fuccef&on ; or, after 
wheeling back into Echellon of Companies, the difierent Brigades might 
remain in that form, then move up and form on the front one. If, from 
an Echellon of Brigades, a Line fimilar in direAion to the one quitted 
was required, the aire6ling Flank Company of each would be wheeled 
back as many paces as they before wheeled from the old Line, (SeAion 
199.) All the other Companies wheeling back half as many paces, 
face to the right about, and form on their refpedive namied ones in the 
4]fual way. Upon the fame principles, a Line in any diredion might 
be formed. Echellons (pages 394 — 395.) may cither confift of a whole 
Line or of a portion of a Line ; one part of a Line may advance to an at- 
tack while the other moves in Echellon to co-operate in that attack ; or 
one part may remain pofted to cover a retreat, if neceflary, while the 
other commences an attack in Echellon ; if both are moveable the mo- 
tions of the one muft depend on thofe of the other. Echellons of half 
Battalions, or^lefs, move by their direAing Flanks; Echellons of Batta- 
lions, by their advanced Serjeants; Echellons of feveral Battalions, each 
by its own center, and the whole by the Battalion on the direfting Flank. 
By at any time halting, an Echellon may be changed, and commence 
from an oppofite Flank, or from the Center, the others following at their 
relative diftances, if the Echellon is oblique, the Flanks muft double in 
paifing. In a dire£i Echellon of Battalions, each Corps fends forward 
with the one preceding it, two under Officers to mark where its Center 
and inward Flank are to ftand; when it becomes neceflary to move up 
into Line with the preceding one : thefe 0£Scers of courfe march in Line 
with that preceding one, and halt when it halts: if the Echellon divi- 
fions confift of more than one Battalion, fo foon as Line is to be taken 
up, thofe not upon the directing Flank alfo fend forward individuals to 
(nark their refpcdive Centers. The dire£l Echellon (Section 197.) is 
where the different divifions moVe to front or rear at equal diftances with- 
out wheeling to either Flank, (Fig. 80] or upon a central divifion, as in 
Fig. 81. (Sedion 198. 

The dired Echellon is an ingenious method of bringing a portion of a 
Line into aflion, and keeping back, or as it is termed, refufine the re- 
nuiinder. We fball fuppofe an Army drawn up in a firft and fecond 
Line, and that another of equal ftrength arrives within la or 1400 yards 



of its front, in Columns of March) with the refolution of coming to a 
battle ;— The ufual mode of forming is in two Lines, and therefore the 
Columns receive diredions to do fo.^On reconnoitering, it is found that 
the ground in front of the enemy^s right is broken and interfe£ied with 
pieces of water, or other impediments to an attack, confequently that the 
enemy's right is ftrongly pofted; on the contrary, that his left is more 
aflailable, and; therefore, it is determined to commence the battle by an 
attatk upon his left ; for this purpofe the right-hand Brigade is put in 
motion direAly to the front, and the other Brigades are ordered to follow 
in Echellon, at equal diftances of 100 or X50 paces, as (hewn in Figure 
82, by this means before the whole Line is in motion, allowing it to con- 
(ift ot feven Brigades, the right has nearly advanced On the enemy's left ; 
both Generals, we ihall fuppofe, forefeeing that the weight of the battle 
muft fall on thefe points, have ftrengthened them with the whole force of 
their fecond lines, referves, &c pernapMS alfo, the attacking General, from 
a prior knowledge of the enemy's pofition, has detached a force, by a cir- 
cuitous route, to fall on the enemjr's left flank during the battle. The 
a£lion commences between the right-hand Brigades and the Enemy's 
left; if the former are fuccefsful, all the others move rapidly forward into 
Line, to complete the defeat; if, on the contrary, a repulfe takes place, 
they fall back upon each other, and thus are conflantly ftrengthened in 
their retreat :— >buring the advance the fecond Line foilows in a fimilar 
Echellon, and, if neceflarv, the divifions of the firft line may retire 
through thofe of the fecpna, and be relieved in the attack, (Sedion 200«) 

The fimplicity with which the dired Ethellon is taken up ; the equal 
fimplicity with which the general Line is regained j the eafe with which 
a weak part of an Enemy's pofition is thus aSailed ; point out this move- 
ment as a very valuable one. There is no Evolution, however, which 
may not be counteraSed by another: the art is in knowing the remedy, 
and in the promptitude of the application. The one apparently moft ap- 
plicable here, is a central change on the part of the Enemy's Line ; 
which whilft it throws back the wing that is threatened, brings forward 
the other on the reverfe Flank of the Echellon. Fig. 83 fliews an at- 
tack of this kind : a portion of the Right Wing gains the oblique pofition 
C D, and remains pofted ; an Echellon next commences from the Left, 
aeainft the Enemy's Right; was the Enemy's Line to make a central 
cnange to A 6, and then advance, it is evident the Echellon would be in 
the moft imminent danger ; but the Line A B would be taken in Flank 
by the pofted Line CD; confequently the Enemy could not venture to 
make fuch a change. Hence it appears wife in this, and moft inftances 
(where it can be done) to poft one Wing, and attack with the other, rein- 
forced by the Second Line. 

In Echellon attacks, the Divifions (hould never be lefs than Two or 
more Battalions «|ch. 
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DireMons by the Brigadier, 



Orders by Conmandants 
(^ Baftalitm. 



Gbwbkal Explanations. 



(Sedion 207.) 
Form a Hollow Square 
on the Third 
lion. - ^ • 



latta. 



About Face. - 
March. - - • 



Repeated. « • . 

Companies, Four Paces 
on your ■■ back- 
wards wheel. 

Quick March. 

Right about face. 

March. - - . - 



In performing the Fourteenth Manoeuvre, the firft thing to be enquired is the relative Arength 
of the Battah'ons; for on that will depend the mode of forming it by the Brigade: Suppofing the 
Three Battalions e<|ttal in numbers, it may be executed by the Third forming the front ; Five 
Companies of the Firft, and Five Companies of the Second, the fides; and the refidae of thefe 
Corps, the rear: or, if it is wiihed to make the fquare more equilateral, the Grenadiers and Se- 
ven Battalion Compntes of the Third, may be placed in front : but the other mode is more fim* 
pie, and is therefore detailed as the befi* 

The Brigade, at the clofe of the Thirteenth Manoeuvre, was ftanding in Line. Fig. 84. 

The Brigadier proceeds to place the Three Corps in a hollow fquare. 



Thtc Major of Brigade is fent to inform the Commandants of Corps what portions- fill the dif«> 
ferent faces before the foregoing order is given, unlefs this has been previoufly arranged. 



The diiFerent Commandants give the neceflary cautions beforehand ; the Officer commanding 
the Third, in particular dire6ls it to ftand faft. The Companies of the Firft Battalion wheel 
back four paces on the Left (Fig. 85) ; and thofe of the Second, four paces on the Right: they 
face to the Right about on receiving the order for that purpofe ; and on the word March, proceed 
in Echellon of Companies to form the Square : dach Commandant ^ives the orders to his own 
Companies, taking the time from the regulating Battalion: the different Companies arrange 
themfelves as dire^ed by the Brigadier ; thofe who form the fides, receive from their refpe£tive 
Captains, as they approach their ftations, the order^^Ri^ht Shoulders, or Left Shoulder^ forward, 
as may be necelfary to bring them fquare with their pofitions ; when they are halted and fronted, 
or faced to the Right about. Thofe Companies who form the rear face, are halted and wheeled 
into their pofitions; when they alfo front or face to the Right about. Fig 86. 

The Colours of the different Battalions retire within the Square, which renders it necefiary at 
^ the 
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DiredUmsbn the Brigadier 



Orders hit Commandants 
of Battalions, 



General Explanations. 



The Square will ad* 
vance hy its front 
Face. - • • . 



Repeated. 

By SubdivifionSy to the 
— — wheel. - - 

Quick, March. 
Rear Face, to the Right 
about. - - • - 



March, - - 
Halt, Front. - 



March. - - - - 
Halt— Front Square. 



the commencement of the formation, that the front face (hould clofe in towards the center, fo as 
to fill up the vacuum occafioned by its Colours falling back. 

The Brigadier, Field Officers, and all fupernumeraries, move into the interior of the Square ; 
when the whole will (land as in Fig. 87. 

The Flank Companies are kept in referve, if neceflary. 



Movements (f the Square. 



In a Square formed of Three Battalions^ where the Companies of the different Corps are fo 
intermingled, it feems neceflary, to prevent confufion, that the Brigadier (hould give the orders 
himfelf, without being repeated : or perhaps, what would anfwer better, that each Commandant 
of a Battalion (hould take a face; and that another Officer (hould be named to command the 
fourth ; the whole takine the time from the Coitimandant of the regulating Corps, which ought, 
in this inftance, to be a r lank one. 

The Brigadier puts the Square in motion. 



The Commandant of -the Right Face, fays. Left wheel: the Commandant of the Left, fays. 
Right wheel. 

On the- words " Quick March,** thefe Two Faces wheel forward into Subdivifions of Com- 
panies ; and at the fame indant the Rear Face goes to the Right about ; when the whole (land as 
in Fig. 88. 

If there i^ no Comttiandaot for the Rear Face« it goes to the Right about, without orders, on 
the fides receiving the command «' Quick March." 

The whole move on. 

When the Brigadier chinks the Square has advanced enough, 

The whole halt; the Subdivifions wheel back into their former pofitions; and the Rear Face 
again goes to the Right about. By whatever Face the Square moves, the fame procefs takes 
place. The Front Face, in the £r(l inftance, ftaods faft ; the fides wheel up by Right and Left 
into Subdiviiioos of Companies ; and the Rear Face goes lo the Right about: the whol^ is then 
put in motion. 

The 
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DireBionthjf the Brigadier, 



Orders by Commandants 
of nattalions. 



General Explanations. 



Form Line on the front 
Face, - ^ - - 



March. - - - 



Repeated. 



By Companies, right 

wheel. 
Quick March. 
March, . - - - 



The Brigadier, whenever the Square fronts, may dire£l the two Flank Subdivifions of each 
Face, to wheel back the quarter circle, and thereby obtain a crofs fire for the purpofe of (Irength* 
ening the angles, which are the weak points. See r ig. 89. 

The Regulations no where mention that the angular movement of the Square is ever reforted 
to by larger bodies than the fiugle Baualion ; it is therefore not detailed. 

The Square may fire in any way the Brigadier dire<^s; but File firing is the moft material, as 
being fuppofed to have a better eSe€t than anv other in keeping Cavalry at a diftance ; in this 
Fire the Front Rank of all the Faces kneel ana Hope their bayonets, the others keep a continued 
and fcattered fire over their heads. The great art is to make the fire conftant ; for (hould it 
flacken, in confequence of too quick a difcharge at the firft, it muft be expe&ed that the Cavalry 
will then come on with redoubled fury. 

The Brigadier proceeds to form Line. 

The Conbmandant of the front Face cautions it to (land fa(l« thofe of the right and left Faces, 
that they are to wheel forward four paces to right and left by Companies, and the Commandant 
of the rear Face cautions it that the Companies are to make a wheel and a half outwards. 



The whole move in Echellon to their pofitions. When the leading Divifions of the Firft and 
Second Battalions touch the Line, they are wheeled or placed accurately in it by their Adjueaots» 
and all the other Divifions form on them, by receiving from their refpe<5tive Captains ** Shoulder^ 
forward ;" — The Brigade is id Line, Fig. 90. 



Obferoations on the Hollow Sqtuire. 



If a large body formed Square, each face would be comprifed of feveral 
battalions. , Fig. 91. 

The Hollow Square is a formation which Infantry occafionallv take 
as a defence againft Cavalry in open ground, but the Regulations »y, if, 
when fo formed, they were to be attacked by a fuperior body of Infantry 
and^uns, their fitua'tion would be defperate ; indeed this is felf-evident, 
from the weaknefs of the angles, and the enfilade they would be every 
way expofcd to. The Regulations make mention of an Oblongs whichj 



from the fimplicity of the formation, and eafe in regaining the former 
order of march, feems extreme! v applicable to adual fervice. lo croffing 
plains where attacks from Cavalry are loooked for, the Column of march 
on entering the open grounds clofes to half diftance, a fpace equal to half 
the front of a Company being left between each Battalion, if there are no 
guns, and a fpace equal to the whole front of a Company if tJiere are 
guns. Should an attack of Cavalry take place, on the command, ** By 
Conopanies from the Center outwards wheel," the whole wheel out- 
wards. 
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wards, except the front Company, which (lands faft» and except the rear 
Company, which ciofes up to tnat preceding it, and faces to the right 
about, fee Fig. 92 ; or the front Company of each Battalion may ftand 
faft, and the rear Company of each Corps face to the right about, the 
field pieces pointed outwards. The front rank, all round the figure, 
comes to the flope, the others commence file firing over their heads. On 
the command, ** Form Column," the whole wheel back into their for- 
mer ftations, the rear Company goes to the right about, and the Column 
is again ready to proceed on the march. 

The Regulations juftly obferve, that though a detail can be given 
how one portion of Troops may form the Square, yet fuch mode will 
not apply in all inftances, for numbers, circumftances of ground. 



and the ideas of Commanding Officen, muft be taken into the calcula* 
tion. 

It is not very probable, that a body having a re|;iilar' fecond Line, 
would think of throwing itfelf into a square; if if did, the beft plan ap- 
pears to be, that the Battalions of the Second Line fliould each Counter- 
march on its Center, arid that the other faces (hould be formed by Corps 
from both Lines. If an Army was moving in Columns of Lines acrofs 
plains, and expe£led to be aflailed bv heavy bodies of Cavalry, it would be 
prudent that the Battalions compoung the Column of the Second Line, 
(hould each bring its rear Wing to the Front, fee Fig. 93. Thus the 
two Columns would lead with oppoGte Flanks, and the Lines produced by 
wheeling up, would, of courfe, face outwards. 
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DireBiom bj/ the Brigadier, 



Ordets hyiCommandants 
of Battalions, ) 



Genebal Explanations. 



The Line will retire. 
About Face. - - 
March. - - - - 

(Page 434-) ^ 
File to the Rear from 
the proper Right of 
CoBipanies. - - 



Quick March. - 

Hale, Front. - - 
Wheel into Line. 



TheBattalionwill retire. 
About Face. - - - 
March. - - - - 



Repeated. 



Quick March. - - 

Halt, Front. - - - 
To the Left wheel into 

Line. 
Quick March. - • 



If the Light Infantry cover the retreat, fee Twelfth Mdncsuvre. 



See Twelfth Manoeuvre for Light Infantry Signals. 

The whole move to the rear. 

When the Line has retired a given didance, 



Each Captain of a Company fays, " Company, Left turn — Files, Right wheel." The differ- 
ent Companies turn to the left, and each leads in a Column of Files to the rear, as in Fig. 94. 
When the Brigadier fees the whole of the Companies moving in File, 
The whole move on at quick time. 
When the Brigadier thinks they have rehired enough. 
The whole halt and front ; the Brigade ftands. in open Coluinn of Companies, Right in front. 

The whole wheel into Line. Fig. 95. 



Remarks on the Fifteenth Manoeuvre. 



The Fifteenth Manoeuvre points out the mode in which a body of 
troops retirinjg in Line and meeting with a wood or other obdacle to 
their progreis in that formation, would pafs it by filing from the proper 
right of Companies^ and having gained the oppofite fide, how they .would 
front in open Column, and a{|ain wheel into Line ; if the Line, however, 
was prefled by an Enemy, it would pafs fuch obftacles in Columns of 
Companies 9nd not by nles. Filing is alfo the manner in which' One 



Line retires through another. When the moving Line arrives within 
fifteen or twenty paces of the halted one, it files to the Rear from the pro- 
per right of CompanieSf and the halted Line makes fmall openings for 
the different Columns of Files to pafs through ; or the halted Line may 
wheel back into open Column of Companies, which will enable the 
moving Line to pafs through it without filing or altering its formation. 
Where a firft Line retires m good order, the filing will perhaps be the 
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bed mode, as leaving the fecond Line ready formed to oppofe the enemy, 
the indant the firft is through ; but if the firft Line retires in confufion, 
it would be advifeable that the fecond Line fliould wheel into open Co- 
lumn for fear of the crowd breaking in on its ranks. As foon as the firl^i repeated 
Line is through, the fecond again wheels into Line toc^pofe'theEnemy. 
Armies are uTually in two Lines, and this mode of one retiring through 
the other feems the fafefl of all poflSble methods by which a retreat mav 
beeffe(Sed; for the enemy, feeing that he is to be oppofed'by frem 



troops, naturally moves on with caution, that his ranks may be compad : 
and this enables the firft Line to form in the Rear, and to allow the fe- 
cond Line to retire through it in turn, if neceffity requires ; this may be 
repeated till they reach a (ituatien where they can maintain their ground, 
or till circumftances will admit^ of breaking up and moving off in Co- 
lumns of march. In the above Manoeuvre the Second Line would fol- 
low exadlly the fame procefs as the Firft. See Remarks on Sixteenth 
Manoeuvre. 
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SIXTEENTH MANCEUVRE. 



Dire&ums by the Brigadier, 



Orders by CommandanU 
of BatiaUans. 



Gbwbeal Explanations. 



(Seflion 20 1.) 
The Line will advance. 

March. - - - - 

Advance in Files from 
the Right of Compa- 
nies. - - - - 



Quick March. - 

Halt. 

Front. - - - 

Wheel into Line. 



The Line will advance. 
March. - - - - 

Halt. - - . . 

(Sedion ^05.) 
Advance by Wings, - 

Right Wings — ^March. 

Halt. 



The Line will advance. 
March. - - - - 

Repeated. - - - 

Quick March. - - 

Halt. 

Front. - - - . - 

To the Right, Wheel 

into Line. 
Quick March. - - 

The Line will advance. 
March. - - - - 

Halt. 

Advance by Wings. - 

Right Wing — March. 

Halt. 



The Brigade is in Line parallel to the original podtion. 

If the Light Infantry cover the advance, the fignal founds <* To form Company ;'* and on the 
word to advance, the fignal founds to form in front. (See Twelfth Manosuvre.) 

The whole move on, each Battalion dreiling by its own center, and dire<Sing its march by the 
regulating corps. 

Each Officer commanding a Company, fays, ** Company to the Right turn : By Files, to the 
Left wheel.'' The different Companies face to the Rieht, and then lead in Files to the front ; in 
the fame way they filed to the rear in the Fifteenth Manoeuvre, only there they were retiring, 
and here they are advancing. 

When thewhole has advanced a given diftance, 

Tht whole move on at Quick Time. 

The whole halt and front in Open Column, Left in front. 

The Battalions wheel into Line. 

The Brigadier direAs the Line to fire from Center to Flanks of Battalions, or as he thinks fit. 

Covered by Light Infantry. 

The whole halt. Signal for Light Infantry to form in the rear. 

The Licht Infantry cover the Left Wings at half diftance : they drefs with the Right Wings, 
and fire advancing. The Right Wings always advance firfl, unlefs ordered to the contrary. 

The Right Wings are accompanied by the King's Colour of their refpe£tive Battalions; drefs 
by the Lett ; and the whole by the Wing of the regulating Battalion. 

The whole halt. Signal for Light Infantry to ceafe firing. The number of paces which the 
Wings advance alternately may be previoufly communicated. 

Fire. 
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DireBums by the Brigadier, 



Fire. 



Left Wings — March. 

Halt. 

Fire. . . - - . 



Form Line. - 
JVIarcb. - - 



Orders by Commandants 
of battalions. 



Right Wing — Ready, 
Prcfent, Fire. - 

Left Wing — ^March. 

Halt. - . - - . 

Left Wing — Ready, 

Prefenty Fire. - 

Right Wing form Line. 
March. - - - - 



General Explakatioks. 



The Light Infantry move to the Right and cover the Right Wings ; before which they range 
ihcmfelves and commence firing. The time of firing to be taken from the regulating Wing. 

The moment the Right Wings fire, the word March is given to the Left ones. When they 
pafs the Right Wings, the Light Infantry move on in a Line with them, and fire advancing. 

They halt. Signal for Light Infantry to ceafe firing. 

The Light Infantry cover the Left Wings, and comtnence firing. 
When the Brigadier wifhes the Line to be formed^ 

They move on into Line with the Left Wings. Signal for Light Infantry to form in the rear 
of the Second and Seventh Companies when they have done fo. 



Remarks on the Sixteenth Manoeuvre. 



The Sixteenth Manoeuvre points out the way in which the Line of 
an Army advances on an Enemy, and meeting with difficulties of ground 
to its progrefs in that formation, it files to the front from the right of 
Companies, and apin wheels into Line when the impediments are paft, 
it again moves on in Line, and then, for the purpofe, we fhall fuppofe, of 
keeping up a more conftant fire, it next advances by wings of Battalions. 
Filing CO the front is advifed where a rear Line pafles throueh a front 
one ; or the front Line may wheel back into open Column, and allow the 
rear one to pafs through without filing or altering its formation ; the lat- 
ter feems the beft method, as the rear Line is thus enabled to proceed at 
once againft the enemy. In this mannner frefh troops may be brought 
up when thofe in front fail. In this Evolution the fecond Line would 
follow the firft, and file as above detailed where found neceflary. 

Lihe, whether advancing, retiring, orftationary, is the moft important 
of all formations ; it is the one almoft conflantly aflumed by the body 
a£ting on the defenfive ; and where ground will admit, almoft equally \o 
by thofe that attack. The Commander of the Line is generally near 
the regulating Battalion ; and by its movements guides the whole. The 



fubordinate Generals watch over their rcfpedtive Divifions ; — the pofi- 
tions of the Brigadiers ihould ufually be behind the Flank of their rc- 
(pe£live Brigades which is next to the general regulating Battalion of the 
Line : for from that fide mu(l all general in(lru(^ions come; and in that 
pofition are the Brigadiers mod capable of feeing that thefe indruflions 
arc immediately taken up. Each Commander of a Battalion is behind 
its Center, the Adjutant on the Flank next the regulating Battalion, the 
Major on the oppofite. When Marching in Line, the Adjutant reports 
to his Commandant how the Battalion is moving, if falling behind the 
others, the Commandant direds the regulating Serjeants to ftep out ; if 
getting a-head, they are ordered to ftep (hort ; if crouding towards, or 
openine from the regulating Battalion, the neceflfary (houlder is thrown 
forwards. 

The Light Infantry, when covering a Line, whether advancing or re- 
tiring, take their movements from the Light Company belonging to the 
regulating Battalion, with whom a perfon is Rationed, by the Comman- 
der of the Line, to make the necefiary fignais. 
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DireBiomby the Brigadier. 



The Line will advance. 
March. - - - - 

Halt. 

Fire a Volley and Port 
Anns. - - . - 



The Line will advance. 
Quick March. - - 

Charge Bayonets. 
Fbrwards. - - - 



Halt. 
Load. 



Orders by Commandants 
of Battalions, 



Repeated. 
March. 
Halt. - 



Fire a VoHcy and Port 
Arms. 
Ready, Prcfent, Fire. 

The Line will advance. 
Quick March. - - 



Charge. - - - - 
Forwards. - - - 

Hair. - . . - . 
Prime and Load. • 



■ ' ■' • I ' I i ■ / !!» '< " I I' l 

Gbnbbal Explanatioss« 



Covered by Light Infantry if thought advifeable. 

The Line halts. Signal tor Light Infantry to form in the rear. 



Inftru&ions will be given as to the fire on fervice, each Corps would fire by command from 
its Colonel, and the whole as nearly together as poffible. 

The whole move on at quick time with ported arms, or at a fteady run if circumflances re- 
quire. 

The whole charge bayonets when clofing with the enemy. . 
The whole move on with redoubled energy. 

The whole halt. Signal for Light Infantry to cover the Line whiift bading. WheQ the 
Line has loaded, fignal tor Light Infantry to form Company io rear of the center, and again to 
form on the left ot their refpedkive Battalions* 



Remarks on the Seventeenth Manctim^e. 



This Manoeuvre was formerly confidered as part of the Sixteenth, but 
is now feparated from it and called the Seventeenth ; it points on^ the 
mode in which the Line of an Army advances on an Enemyt on a near 
approach it halts to fire a volley, with the view of confufing him, ^nd 
covered by the fmoke, moves rapidly on at the Port; clofing thus with 



its ^verf^^ry it corner tp the Change and ruAes forwards with its .bayo- 
nets. In the above Maap^uvre the fecood Lipe ^ould merely follow and 
coyer the firft, pr if tli^e fiift Line was fpijo^ it n^hi idlow it to paft 
chro^gtl, an4 t^Q rei^^w tU^ a^u^k* 



EIGHTEENTH 



ryffH. 



T=£l:; 



rJ:;. .• 






/'ll(/C .ij. 
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EIGHTEENTH MANOEUVRE. 



DireawtuhythBngddkn 



(Sedion lor) 
The Line will retire. 
About Face. -% - - 
March* - - - - 

Halt, Front. - - - 



(SeAion 205.) 
Retire by Wings. 
Left Wings, abootface. 
March. - - - - 



.Halt; Front. - - - 
'ttighfWinfe8,Fire. -^ 



About Face. 
Marth. - • 



Halt, Front. - - -. 
Left Wibgsi Fire. - , 

, About Face. - - -] 
March. - • - - 



Order* by Commandants 
qf'BiUtdiians, 



Repeated. 
About Face. 
March. - • 



Halt, Front. - 



Retire by Wings. 
Left Wing, about Face. 
March. - - - - 



Halt, Front. - - - 
Right Win^, Ready, 
Prefenti Fire. 

About Face. 
March. - - - - 



Halt, Front, j^oad. - 
Left Wing^ Ready, 

Pre{eiit,Fjrc. - 
About Face. 
March. • • . • 



GtHBRAL Explanations. 



The Brigade is in Line. 

If the Light Infantry are to be employed as a covering party during the Eighteenth Manceuvre, 
they form Company. 

Signal for Light Infantry, fee Twelfth Manoeuvre. 

The Line, having faced about, moves to the Rear. 

When the Brigadier thinks it has retired enough. 

The whole Halt and Front. The Light Intantry ceafe firing and form in the Rear : If the 
Line was hard prefled by the Enemy, and fronted to refift him, they would gain their positions on 
the left of their repe£live Corps, as quick as poflible. 

When the Brigadier fees the Light Infantry in the Rear, 



In advancing; the Right Wing moves firft. ' In retiring, the Left moves firft. 

The Light Infantry cover the fpaces quitted by the Left Wings, and commence Firing on the 
fignal for that purpofe. The whole take the time from and drefs by the Wing of the Regulating 
Battalion. & "s 

Signal for Light Infantry to ceafe Firing. 



The Light Iqfantry face to the Right and cover the Right Wings, they Fire retiring; till they 
come in a Line with the Left Wings, when they keep their ground ana continue firing. See 

Signal for the Light Infantry to ceafe firing fo foon as the Right Wings have loaded. 

The Light Infantry face to the Left and cover the Left Wings. 

The Light Infentry commeocc firing, and retire with them. 

When 
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Dire^ions by the Brigadier. 



Form Line. 



The Line will retire. - 



About Face. 
March. - 
Halt, Front. 



Orders by Commandants 
of' Battalions. 



Form Line. 
Halt, Front, Load. 



The Battalion will re- 
tire. 
About Face. 
March. - - - 
Halt, Front. - - - 



General Explanations. 



When the Brigadier fees the Left Wings approaching the Right ones, and wifhes the Retreat 
by Wings to ceale. 

The Left Wings form on the Right Wings, the Light Infantry continue firing till th«y have 
loaded, and then form in the Rear. 

When the Brigadier fees the Line formed, 



The Line moves to the Rear covered by Light Infantry. 

The whole Halt and Front, the Light Infantry ceafe nring, form in the Rear, and afterwards 
on the Left of their refpe£live Battalions. The Light Infantry praflice has been detailed, but 
thev may either be employed as a covering party or not, as is thought beft by the Commanding 
Officer. 



Obfervations on the Eighteenth Manoewcre. 



This was formerly the Seventeenth, hut now termed the Eighteenth 
Manoeuvre; it (hews how a Line of Troops retiring before an Enemy, 
would continue the Retreat by Wings, if circumAances were to occur 
which would render fuch mode of Retreat eligible. 

The Eighteenth Manoeuvre alfo points out how a Line of Troops 
perform the Chequered Retreat by alternate Battalions, (Section 207.) in 
which the fame procefs takes place, with this addition, that the Corps 
compoiing the Divifion, for the time, next the Enemy, wheel back their 
flank Companies four paces, fo as to cover their Flanks and create a crofs 
fire. The Divifion, for the time, fartheft from the Enemy, when it 
firft Fronts, only wheels back the flank Company on the Right and the 
flaqk Company on the Left of the whole Divifion ; but when the Batta- 
lions compofinglhe other Divifion, by pafling to the Rear, leave it next 
the £nemy» the whole flank Companies are wheeled back. Each Divi- 



fion of Battalions, before retiring, wheels forward all its flank Compa- 
nies, or, if the two outer ones of the whole are ordered to maintain their 
Flank pofition, they march in File. See Fig. 97. 

SeAion 20^, paragraph 6. — If a Line, formed three deep, wiflied to 
lengthen out its Front, by forming two deep> to prevent being outflanked, 
the rear rank would wheel backwards into fubdivifions towards the flank 
to be extended. The laft rank of each Company clofes to the firft ; of- 
ficers are appointed from the rear : the whole clofe up to their proper 
diftance in open Cofumn, then move, and form on the flank ; the rear 
rank of every two Corps will thus give a front equal to a Battalion. In 
the above Manoeuvre the Second Line would retire at the fame time with 
the firft, and the one might pafs through the other, if thought neceflary — 
which is the Gropleft and beft of all modes of Retreat where there are 
two Lines. 

NINETEENTH 



/^ 
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NINETEENTH MANCEUVRE. 



Dire&umiby the Brigadier, 



(Seflionaoi.) 
Tlie Line will advance. 
March. • - - - 
Hall. - . - - - 
.Fire a Volley obliquely 

to the Right. - . 



Front. - - - - 
Fire a Volley obliquely 
to the Left. - - 

Front. - - - - - 
The Line will advance. 
March* - - - - 

Halt. 

Fire a Volley. - - 

Fire a Volley* and Port 
Arms. - - - . 



Half Cock, and Shoul- 
der. - - - - - 



Take Open Order. - 



Orders hy Commandants 
of iattalioHs. 



Gbweral Explamatiovs. 



The Line will advance. 
March. - - - - 
Halt. 

To die Right oblique. 
Ready, Prefent, Fire. - 

Front. - - - - 

Left oblique. 
Ready, Prefent, Fire. 
Front. - - - - 
The Line will advance. 
March. - - - - 

Halt. 

Fire a Volley. 
Ready, Prefent, Fire. 

Fire a Volley, and Port 

Arms. 
Ready, Prefent, Fire. 

Half Cock Arms. 
Shut Pans. 

Shoulder Arms. - - 
Rear Ranks take Open 

Order. 
Quick March. - - 



The Line moves on; 
The whole halt. 



On aAual Service all fnch Fires, whether of Battalions or Wings, would be as nearly a Volley 
as poffible ; but, in Parade Duties, on account of effe£t, a paufe between the fire of each may be 
admitted. 

The Line (landing with their bodies oblique, bring them fquare to the front. 



The whole Front. 

The Line moves on. 
The whole Halt^ 



The different Battalions fire each a Volley. 



The whole .Fire and come to the Port. 



ThiB whole come to the Shoulder. 



The whole take Open Order. The Colonels difmount,'and take pod in Front of the Center. 
The Brigadier takes pod oppofite the Center of the Brigade, on horfebacky or rather without 
difmounting, 

I The 
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NINETEE^TTH HAVCEUVRE. 



DireBions by the Brigadier, 



The Line will advance. 
Mwdl, - - - - 

Halt. 

Prefent Arnss. - 
Shoulder Atm$, - * 
Order Arms, and (land 
at cafe. - - - 



Orders by Commandants 
of Battalions, 



The Line will advance. 
Marckw e - ^ • 

Halt. - - , j^ .,, 
Prefent Arms. - 
Shovild«r Arms. • • 

Order Arms. 
Stand at eafe. - - 



General Explanatioks^ 



The whole move oo, Mufic pby iog* 

When the Brigadier thinks the Line near enough tQ his Majefty, or the Reviewing GeneraU 

The whote Halt. 

The whole prefent Arms, all the Officers fiilut^, and the MuCc plays ** God fave the King/' 

The wheie Shoulder. 

The whole Order and flond at ^afc« Here endts the Nineteenth ^ni laA Manq^uvre. 



Qhjkrvations on th,^ Nin^etnth Macmmre. 



The Nineteenth, formerly the Eighteenth Manoeuvred, (hews how 
Troops advancing in Line are halted, and an oblique fire commenced. 
An oblique fire, however, cannot be necefTary for more than a fmall por- 
tion of a confiderable Line at one time on a^ual Service. It is chiefly 
ufed aeainft an Enemy attempting to turn a Flank; on Charges of Ca- 
valry diredled againft adjoining Corps, &c. The latter part of the 



Nineteenth Manoeuvre points out how a Line advances firing VoIIies, 
and being the laft of the Kfanoeuvres, it ends with a Parade Compliment 
to the Reviewing Generil, this Manoeuvre therefore ufually finifhes all 
Revi^^v». ' 

In the above Manoeuvre, the Second Line would foHow in rear of the 
Firft. 



GENERAL 



GENERAL EXPLANATIONS. 



xV FEW general obfervations on the principles and fcience of war 
nay not be tnonght foreign to the prefent fubjedl, becaufe they will 
be found to elucidate the purpofes to which the foregoing Ta£lics are 
applied ; but, before proceeding to them, it will be nece&ry minutely 
to point out how the movements and evolutions of the fingle Brigade, 
as detailed under the heads of the Nineteen preceding evolutions, com- 
bine with and exemplify thofe of larger bodies. 

We {hall fuppofe an Army, whofe front Line conftfts of twenty-four 
Battalions, that thefe are divided ihto eight Brigades, each confiding of 
three Battalions ; into four Diviiionsi each confiding of fix Battalions; 
and into two Wings, each confiding of twelve Battattons ; a regulating 
Battalion is name^ near which the Commander of the line generally 
pods himfelf ; all the other Commanders are with their refpeAive Di* 
vifions. 

If it is widied, as pointed out in the three fird Manoeuvres, to form 
feveral clofe Columns of parts of the fame Line (fee Sedlion lOO of 
his Majedy's Regulations)^ the Aids de Camp and detached officers 
ihoot along the Line with the Chief's orders to this eiFe£l ; fo that the 
movement is perfe^ly underdood before it begins. This being done, 
the Commandant of the Regulating Battalion, by orders from the 
Chief, loudly announces on what Company or Divifion each Battalion 
Column is to form; the Battalions along the Line indantly repeat 
the order, and the Brigadijcrs again loudly announce it, if not im« 
mediately taken up by thofe und^r their refpe6live commands. Each 
Commandant of a Battalion faces and forms his Divifions on the 
named one^ and the whole Line is thrown into twenty-four Battalion 
Columns. The Regulating Battalion announces the fpecies of Co- 
lumn next to betaken up; this order pafTes as before, and on the 
commands *^ Face — ^ick March^^ alfo pafling, the Battalions, except 
the one on which each Column is to form, face, and move; thus the 
Line may be thrown into eight Columns, each confiding of a Brigade ; 
into four, each confiding or a Divifion ; into two, each confiding of 
a Wing ; or into one, confiding of the whole Line ; the Brigadiers 



and ftfperior Officers aftlng as repeaters and explainers: therefore, 
whether it is a Brigade ot a Line, the orders iffued by the Chief of 
either, as well as the mode of execution, would be the fame ; and in 
the fame way would the whole again extend into Line. The didancc 
between the different Columns would prevent the orders communicated 
to the one, being heard by the others, but detached officers carry the 

feneral indruftion, and the indant the commanders of them fee the 
)ivifion where the Chief is, or thofe between him and them, face and 
move, they alfo face and move their refpedive Corps. 

If it is wiflied that a Column (hould take up a new alignment, halt 
Its head, and throw its rear Battalions into it, as exemplified by the 
Fourth Manoeuvre; the Chief dircfts at what point the head ihall 
enter, and after a given number of Battalions have done fo, he orders 
" Halt!' this paffes rapidly along the Column, each Brigadier repeat- 
ing, if neceOary; The Chief next orders, " F^rm in the new Alitn^ 
ment!^ t\i\% paflcs along the Column as before. The Battalion that 
files, faces and throws out its pivots, by order from its own Com- 
mandant; the leading Company of all the others which have not en- 
tered, is direded to wheel by its refpeaive Commander; and '• ^tek 
March!* paffing from the Chief, fcts the whole who have not entered, 

in motion. ^ . ^. .^ t.^ j. .. 

If a Line Is thrown back on a flank Divifion, as exemplified by the 
Fifth Manoeuvre, the General Indrudion is announced; the left 
flank Divifion is wheeled back into the new Line, and each Com. 
mandant wheels his Companies back half the named paces ; the gene- 
ral indruaion to face about paflTes along the Line, the whole face to 
the rear; and on the command, '^ March!* z\{o rapidly paffing, the 
whole Aep off as nearly together as poffiblc : on the fame principles do 
Lines advance, retire, wheel into Column, change front, &c. &c. fo 
that the orders iffued to a Line of three Battalions, aSing by itfelf, 
as exemplified in the Nineteen preceding Manoeuvres, are the fame 
as thofe that would be iffued to a Line of any magnitude, and the 
J 2 formation 
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GEI^ERAL OBSERVATIOKS* 



formation and conftru&ion of each evolution is alfo precifely the 
fame. 

The Regulations wifely obferve, the larger the body, the fewer and 
snore iimple ought to be the Manoeuvres required of it. If, therefore^ 
Battalions were much habituated to slA together in Line, mod evolu- 
tions required of them might be executed without the neceffity of any 
previous communication through detached officers. But it would not 
be wife in battle to trufl to this, where the fire of cannon and other 
circumflances would interfere ; on the contrary, the Regulations direfl, 
that when any complicated or combined movement is to be made, which 
requires previous explanation, it mud be communicated clearly to the 
Commanders of Corps by detached Officers, before it can be ordered to 
commence* A Line ot twenty-four Battalions, with their artillery, 
would occupy near two miles ^ the Chief can fcarcely be at either 



extremity, confequently, detached Officers, if well mounted, would, 
at full gallop, carry his inftrudions, in five or fix minutes, to any 
point of this Line ; even this delay, however, threatens deftrudlion in 
critical fituations. In proportion, therefore, to the extent of the line, 
mud the latitude of ading, in cafes of emergency, be extended to the 
fuperior officers. — From the above, it will appear of what infinite 
importance it is that Commandants of Battalions fiiould not only 
rapidly repeat the general inftruSion, but that they (hould alfo loudly 
amiomice ic No interior arrangement of their own Battalion ought, 
for a moment, to interfere in this great point. If Cavalry form a part 
of the Line, they move in unifon with the Infantry. The Commander 
of the fecond Line, after every movement, places it in the fame rela- 
tive pofition; with regard to the firft Line, that it had before the move- 
ment commenced. 



GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 



On Encampments. 

jljlRMIES, when the ground will admit, encamp in their natural 
order of battle, and fronting towards the enemy. 

The out-pods, or piquets of an army, guard all the avenues and 
approaches to the camp ; their intent is more to give the alarm, than 
to make refidance; they are generally beat in when attacked, but 
ihould always ufe their fire before falling back. 

It will fometimes occur in defenfive petitions, that particular ap- 
proaches are to be maintained to the utmodj in fuch cafes the Officers 
commanding them (hould know the importance of their pods, and aid 
ihould not be far off. 

On Defenjke Operations. 

It will feldom occur that two armies oppofed to each other can both 
find it their natural intered to a£b on the offenfive; when this does 
liappen, a battle foon decides who has the better right. 

Every General wifhes to a£t on the offenfive when circtundaHces 



warrant his doing fo ; the defenfive body, if it feels itfelf, by rein« 
forcements or good fortune, fuperior to its adverfary, begins to aflume 
the offenfive, upon the fame prinqiple that the dronger animal attacks 
the weaker. 

Young troops are better calculated for offenfive than defenfive ope- 
rations ; if a battle is to be fought, they had better make the affault thaa 
wait to be attacked. 

Offenfive operations require ardour and valour \ defenfive ones, cool 
colle£l:ed courage. 

Colledlion in danger can fcarcely be acquired but by habit ; an old 
foldier and a young one are equally brave; the difllerence is, the 
former has, from habit, all his wits about him in danger, the latter has 
not. 

Generally fpeaking, the army a£ling on the defenfive is the weaker ; 
its Commander wanting confidence in his drength, either avoids a 
battle altogether, or endeavours, by aid of ground, to make amends for 
difparity of numbers. 

Though generally on the defenfive, the Commander of the weaker 
body ihould avail himfelf with energy of any midakes committed 



GENCRAL OBSBRVATIONS. 



61 



by his adverfary, and become for the tiit^e the afiailant ; othferwife the 
defcnfive fyftetn muft ever prove a ruinous one : it i$ like the man who 
waits to be ftruck before he'll (Irike, and when he does receive the blow 
it perhaps knocks him down. 

If he means to avoid a general aAion altogether, the defenfive 
Commander fhould always threaten, always excite delay, always attack 
when a partial opportunity offers, but when (Irongly prefTed (hould 
always retire. ^ * 

When an enemy advances into a country, diviflons of troops (hould 
pafs in his rear, attack his convoys, and cut off his communications 
Vfkh his fupplies. 

The rear of a column is its weak point ; attacks on this quarter excite 
more delay, and are more dangerous than tbofe made on the front ;— If 
the front is attacked, the general preffure forward of the component 
parts foon gives relief: but if the rear is affailed, it can only be fupported 
by a retrograde movement i and a ftoppage of the whole body is the 
vfual confequence. 

In the defenfive fyftem, if a battle is to be avoided, ground mud be 
facrificed ; and what is worfc, the enemy, by advancing upon fome 
vital point, may produce the neceffity of rifking a battle, or of fub- 
mitting to confequences almod as difaftrous as the lofs of one ; in this 
cafe the chance of war fliould be tried. 

Whether he meafns to avoid a general battle altogether or not, the 
defenfive Commander (hould feize upon the (Irong features of the 
country) fuch as the banks of deep rivers, ridges of mountains, defiles, 
fwamps, forefts, woods, &c. and as he is beat from one (hould fall 
back on another. 

In the choice of pofitions, if the defenGve body can place a. river in 
Its front, whofe dream is deep and banks are high, the alTailants mud 
find confiderable difficulty in pa(fing to the attack, from the ri(k of 
being fallen upon in the a(^ of eroding. In the choice of other 
podtions, the danks are principally looked to ; if thefe cannot be turned 
or attacked, a larger front than the one occupied by the defenders, 
cannot be employed with advantage againd them. 

When the ground along the front of a pofition is broken, it adds to 
thedrength; for the enemy mud either attack in Column fubjeA to 
pnfilade ; or, if be attacks in Line, that Line cannot be a compadl 
one. 

Dedles, through ridges, of mountains, afford drong poHtions, and 
add greatly to the drength of a country ; they are difficult to be car- 
ried, and dill more dangerous to be left behind by an invading enemy. 

Of all pofitions thofe mod difficult of attack are fuch as have only 
a few narrow approaches, where the defending General, knowing the 
exa<5l pointshexan beaiiailed in, gives up his whole, invention to their 
defence :.^ fuch poiitions are fometiincs found behind broad rivers, where 



the line of defence is (hdrt, the dream rapid, and the bdnks rocky and 
high ; they are alfo found among high and mountainous countries, and 
not unfrequently. in low fwampy ones : the annals of the world, how- 
ever, tell us, there can fcarcely be a podtion fo drong that may not be 
forced; two great objedls are, therefore, to be confidered in their 
choice ; thefe are, defence againd an enemy and a retreat in cafe of 
need. 

When a podtion is iird occupied, the pioneers (hould open regular 
communications with the roads by which the army would naturally wi(h 
to retreat; and if this cannot be done the podtion is not a fafe one. 

In the choice of pofitions a reference mud be had to the objeAs of 
the campaign, to Cover the country, to cover fupplies, to keep open a 
communication with other bodies a<^ingin concert, &c. 

Where a podtion is taken up, the troops occupy it in one or more 
lines, according to the nature of the attack, for in this formation tliey can 
throw mod fire upon their enemy, and receive lead damage from his. 

When a defenfive pofition is taken up, the Line will more generally 
be curved than draight, that it may follow and embrace the drength of 
the ground; 

The flanks of a Line are its weak points, and in a defenfive pofition 
(hould always be well covered. 

If a defenfive pofition, in following the drength of the ground, forms 
an angle falientor projeding towards the enemy, it is a weak point, 
and, unlefs nature has previoufly done fo^ (hould be drengthened. 

A defenfive Commander (hould dudy thofe parts of his pofition mod 
fatal to him if carried by an enemy, and provide, as far as poffible^ 
againd the evil ; for, otherwife, in one or more of them'mud he expe£i: 
to be affailed, if oppofed by a man of fcience. 

When it is difcovered upon what wing an enemy preflTes, a flank at- 
tack on that fide ought to be expefted, and provided againd if poffible; 
where great fuperiority of numbers is againd the defenders, they mud 
look to be preffed at all points. 

To nothing does the bundle of dicks, in the fable, m6re forcibly 
apply, than war: — together we are drong, apart we are weak; this 
principle is known to all profeflional men, and yet, perhaps, to a failure 
in applying it, may be attributed more mifchief than to any circum- 
dance in the whole circle of military events. 

Though extenfion is generally dangerous againd an enemy who re- 
mains in a concentrated date, and ought to be made with the utmoft 
caution and forefight, yet the component parts of hodile armies can 
fcarcely refemble each other fo minutely, as to make it their reciprocal 
iiitered to purfue a fimilar conduct : if it is the intered of the one to 
concentrate, it will generally be the intered of the other, by gradually 
detaching, to draw its adverfary, if poffible, into extenfion : the fimo 
and mode of doing it, are what demondrate the ability of a General. 

When 
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When the Battalions of an Army are totally rooted, and fly on all 
fides, without order or connexion, it is evidently the intereft of their 
opponent to extend, for thus will he puih them to the utmoft, and em- 
brace at once a variety of obje&s; to each of which his whole collec- 
tive power is unneceiTary ; it is equally evident, that if his enemies 
begin again to gather ftrength, he ought proportionably to concentrate. 

When armies are equal in numbers, the lighter and more aSivc body 
will always derive advantage from extenfion,. if they can draw their 
adverfary into a fimilar pofition, for, when an opening ofiers, they 
will more rapidly concentrate a ftrong force upon a weak point than 
he can. 

If cavalry are employed againft infantry, it is the intereft of the in- 
fantry to keep together, whilft the cavalry (hould endeavour, by a pre* 
datory warfare, to draw them into exteufion, from the facility with 
whicn' they might afterwards contra£l their whole force upon any po- 
fitiod of their enemy, before aid could reach it. 

If troops are of the fame defcription, exienfion can fcarcely be the 
intereft of the fmaller numbers. 

Generally fpeaking,. no defenfive pofition can be a good one which 
requires much extenuon of the troops ; fuch a pofition may be occu- 
pied from neceflity, but feldom ought to be from choice. 

An extended pofitioh may appear ftrong from its natural defences, 
but numbers will ufually furmount fuch obftacles. The enemy, 
whilft he feigns an attack on all points, brings a powerful force on one, 
afliftance comes too late — he overpowers this one before the others can 
give their aid. This is the drawback to all politions behind rivers, 
where the banks to be defended are extenfive, and to all lines of de- 
fence and cordons, where th^ fpace to be covered greatly exceeds the 
concentrated front of the defending body : the enemy, by threatening 
more points than one, draws them from neceflity into extenfion, and 
concentrating a ftrong impetus upon one point, that point gives way be- 
fore him. 

As already obfervcd, extenfion in a defenfive ftate, may be impelled 
upon us from neceflity, but feldom ou^ht to be the refutt of choice ; it 
docs not however appear, that a defending General can prevent it, if re- 
quired to cover a given Line of much greater length* than his own front 
occupies in a concentrated ftate. An adverfary is either fuperior in 
force, or he has no right to think of invafion : if fuperior in force, he 
detaches a fmall part of this force, which threatens to penetrate the 
given Line by another route; the defending General muft detach 
to counteraft this threat, or it will actually be put in execution; ano- 
ther detachment is made, and another muft be fent to counteraA it ; 
thus extenfion takes place, from policy on the one ^de, and necei&ty 
oa the other. 

When neighbouring kingdoms draw together hoftile armies on their 



frontiers, how far the one ading on the defenfive ought, in policy, to 
cover a long extended Line by fplitting its forces into divinons, at a 
diftance from each other, becaufe its adverfary threatens mofe points 
than one ; or how far the country at large might not be more fecurely 
covered, even if he does fo threaten, by keeping one concentrated 
force ready to a£l upon any point, though partial inroads ftipuld be the 
confequence, are queftions not eafily determined : but certainly^ if it 
could be avoided, fplhting into divifions at a diftance from each other^ 
feems very ruinous to the inferior body. 

The power of armies does not increafe in the ratio of numerical fi* 
gures, the greater the bodv colleded together, the greater difficulty of 
combining its eflForts witn proportionate efFe£k. Concentrate 6o,OQO 
men in a ftrong pofition, and they have not much to fear from 8o,ooO; 
for the ground fights with them ; and wherever the main preflure falls^ 
aid is at hand ; but if 6o,ooo men are fplit into various divifions, at a 
diftance from one another, on a long extended Line ; their adverfary 
who has 80,000, can afford equal numbers to counterad each ; who, 
taking ftrong defenfive pofitions, cannot be attacked with reafonable 
hopes of fuccefs by their immediate opponents : after all this he has ftill 
a referve of ao^OOOy to throw upon any point of the whole Line, in con- 
junction with thofe before oppofed to this point, and wherever he throws 
this preponderance of force, he naturally looks to be fuccefsful, for aid 
is at a diftance from thofe it falls on : if the inferior body only detachH 
in the ratio of its original ftrength, that is, as three is to four, matters 
would be nearly where they were; fuppofing their opponent fool enough 
to allow them to remain (o, but he will a£k otherwile, he will fuddenlf 
concentrate upon one point fix or feven to every three, before there is 
time or intelligence to counteract him, and yet leave his remaining po- 
fitions equal numbers to defend themfelves: if the defenfive ixxnr at« 
tempts to do the fame, they may draw together upon one point fix or 
feven to his three ; but in doing this, they muft leave their other pofi* 
tions only at the rate of two to four ; fo that while they beat him on 
one point, he may beat them on all the others. 

In arranging his force, the defenfive General ought to pay doe atten* 
tion to their different orders ; the cavalry are drawn up where the 
pround is open, hard, and beft calculated for them to ad, either in aid* 
mg the infantry, by a fudden attack, in feizing the advantage if the ene* 
my is repulfed, or in covering the retreat if he proves fucce&fui. 

When cavalry is inferior in numben to the cavalry of an cneaiy» 
they fliould be (upported bv the fire of infantrjr and artillery. 

The Battalion guns, in battle, are with their different corps, all the 
others are j>laced in commanding pofitions, or held in referve to a& 
upon any point that may require their fupport* 

The artillery, in commanding pofitions, and particularly on the 
flanksi ihould be covered by fteady troops. The woods and 
y inclofed 
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indofed paiu of a poCtlon* are lined with rifle mea aad ibarp 
ihootcrs. 

A referye of choice troops <^ught to be kept in a central pofition, 
ready to aid any point that is prttkd ; and an eafy communication made 
between the various parts of the pofitioUi fo that aid may readily circu* 
late from one to another. 

The Generals^ before a battle, are inftrufled by what routes they 
are to carry off their divifions in cafe of difaAcr, and where the whole 
are again to reaffemble. 

In proportion to the obdinacy of the defence, is the difficulty of 
carrying off the troops increafed: a Commander, after he b^iusio 
defpair of fuccefs, will be guided in this obftinacy by the value an-> 
neaced tp his pofition, and the confequence that will follow its 
lols. 

Generally fpeaking, a retreat ftiould be ordered whilft there are rea- 
fonable hopes of making it etfedual ; but no pofition (hould be lightly 
given up; for the name of defeat operates firoogly ca the minds of the 
troops. 

On the approach of an enemy againft a poficion, every exertion is 
made to difcover his intentions, and as foon as it is afcertained upon 
what particubr part he chiefly ahns, the refervc ufually moves to this 
part.' 

When an enemy^s defigns are completelv underftood, (bmetimes 
even portions of the Arft Line are weakenea, to reinforce the points 
attacked, to take in flank the enemy, or to recover pods that are loft. ^ 

Whether the enemy advances to the atuck in Line, or, from the 
nature of the ground, comes on in Column, the moft inceffant fire is 
kept up upon him : if in column, much exertion ihould be ufed in 
bringing as many cannon as poffible to enfilade their advance, and to 
excite a crofs fire ; in this, as well as other emergencies, the flying ar- 
tillerv wonld be particularly ufefol. 

When the Columns of an Enemy advance to an attack, any fudden 
movement threatening their flanks, would have a very happy effei\ : 
the defending body (hould not confider itfelf altogether fixed to its po* 
fition, but if, by throwing forward one part, or changing another, it is 
hoped to difconcert the enemy, thefe (hould be attempted : if the de- 
fenders remain always paflive, they will generallv be worfled ; it is fud- 
den and unexpefied changes that derange the pians of an enemy, put 
him to his (hifts, and ufually lead to his difcomfiture : it is in this way 
that the great warriors of the earth have always conquered. New 
ideas, planned with ability, and executed with promptitude, ufually 
fuccced ; it is like a rencounter with a left-*handed man, we are unac- 
quainted with his thrufls, and are therefore run through the body. 

If a part of a polition is overpowered, it maybe thrown back to 
another, but every exertion (hould be ufed before the firft facri- 



fiee is made, for that elates the enemy's troops and depreffes yonr 
own. 

If a portion of a pofition is to be thrown back, and the ground it 
opel), it bad beft be done in echellon of companies ; if the ground is 
broken, woody, or inclofed. Battalion Columns will anfwer better. 

When an enemy attacks the left of a pofition with vigour, his own 
left will ufually be his weak point ; and where a forward movement, if 
it could be made, would annoy him moft ; the fame rule applies to the 
right; but if his attack is without vigour, his main exertion maybe 
looked for on the other fide. 

Attacks on the flanks call for attention before all otfa^s, for they are 
viral parts in all pofitions. 

To go into all the details of defence is impoflSble, for thefe muft ever 
depend on ground, and a variety of other circumftances, among which 
accident has no fmall (hare. 

On Offenjvoe Operations, and Attacks. 

When an invading General hasaflemUed his forces on the frontier of 
his enemies, the fooner he brings them to a battle the better, for be is 
then at the fummit of his ftrcngth ; as he advances this ftrength will di- 
mini(h, whilft theirs will increafe by falling back. 

.The General on the oflSenfive, at the opening of a campaigny has 
ufually two objedls in view ; this firft, Co beat his adver(ary ; the fe<« 
cond,'to invade a province, to poffefs himfelf of a city, to open a com* 
munication with fome other army, &c. ; by pointing at his fecond he 
generally brings about his firft, for the army on the defenfive^ unwilling 
tnat he mould gain this fecond objed, pofts itfelf in his way, and thus m 
battle is produced. 

If the defending General has the choice of his poiition, the one ad- 
ing on the offenfive has within his power both the time and the mode* 
of attacking it. 

If a General, on the oflRenfive manages with fagacity, he may often 
not only commeiHie his attack at an nnexpeded hour, Init may contrive 
to bring a flrong force on a weak point. 

When we read of attacks all along a Line, we are not to fuppofe that 
all thefe are made with equal vigour, at leaft, when the armies are any 
way equal in point of numbers ; for this would be giving xxp one of the 
mam advantages appertaining to the affailants, that of h^ioging a fupe- 
rior force upon one point* They attack all akmg the Line to deceive 
the enemy, to keep him doubtful as to the main obieds, and, of courfe, 
to prevent him reinforcing thofe objeds ; part of tnefe attacks ought to. 
be made as feints, that the^ greater^ fierce may be fpared to pufli the 
others with all the advantage of fuperior nninbers. 

There (hould, generally, be more than one real attack, if made 

in 
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in Column^ for accident will often derange the beft laid plan ; and thofe 
attacks meant chiefly to deceive, fhould alfo be inftrudted to take ad- 
vantage of the enemy, if they find him oiFhis guard* 

In rormiii;;, for the attack, the light troops and cavalry are fent for- 
ward, to hide, as far as poffible, the formations from the enemy, and every 
artifice (bould be ufed to prevent him from getting at your intentions. 

The General in Chief has ufually formed his plan from prior obferv- 
ation or intelligence ; but, as he approaches, if he fees grounds for 
changes, he makes them. * 

The indant a plan is determined on, the more rapid the execution, 
confiftent wiithfcience, the more certain the fuccefs. 

Attacks made in Column, have the advantage of rapid execution ; 
the plan is nofooner fixed than they can move forward to the attack. 

£xten(jOD into Line requires dclay^ and whether made by deployment^ 
or the open Column, the enemy will generally perceive its dire&ion^ 
and prepare accordingly. 

If delay is the drawback of atta<;king in Line, attacks in Column have, 
at lead, a greater one ; and that is, the enfilade and crofs fire, both of 
muiketry and cannon, to which rh^y would be expofed, were they to 
advance on the plain againft regular troops, well fupported by artillery. 
. Manifold are the inftances in the late war where the (Irongeft in- 
trenchments, lined with muiketry and cannon, have been pierced by 
tbd heads of Cohnttns, and thedefenders of thefe intrenchments every 
where routed, in fpite of both ehfilade and crofs fire. If manifokl are 
the cxam^cs of fnth a nature, it may reafonably be argued, why 
ihould not attacks in Column be made, and why not prove equally 
fuccefeful ^gaikifl a. Line on the open plain who arc not defended by 
any intrenchnicnts: the reafons are, that thofe who defend intrench- 
ments are feldom fo compaflly formed as is a regular Line ; that they 
are. gcnerally.the few againft the many ; that they^are not fo well 
placed for .availine themfelves of a^ counter movement on the flanks 
of the Columns, tnat, though it may not flrike at firft, yet there is no 
iituation where fo terrible an enfilade and crofs fire can be opened as 
upon a plain; that in defites, and in broken, high, and irregular fitua- 
tions, where intrenchments are generally met with, as commanding 
paiTes and roads^ ohe unevennefs of the ground greatly covers the aflfail- 
ants from the crdfe^fire and enfilade of the intrenchments; that their 
leaders naturally avail themfclves of fuch circum (lances; that if re- 
pulfed, the country affords conflant pofts to cover their retreat, nor 
can the fire of the enemj, who mnft purfue in Column, be very heavy ; 
chat cavalry cannot zct ; that, on the other hand, were Columns 
repulfed od a plain, by a regular Line, they would have no pofjtions 
to cover their retreat; that from their formation they would have little 
or no fire to pfoted them, whiiil they would be fubjeft to a heavy one 
from their advancing enemies; that they would be cut in upon by the 



Cavalry ; and laftly, that even where fuch an attempt proved fuccefsful, 
it muft, probably, be a dear bought vidlory : till pofitive experience 
(hall demonflrati: the- contrary , where tfoops can afl in Line'; it is, in 
attacks as well as in defence, the fafeft 6f all form^itions ; it is, as be- 
fore obfervcd, the one in which moft fire can be thrown upon^n ene- 
my, and leaft damage received from his. 

The preceding details, from his Majcfty's Regulations, give Lines 
calculated for almoft every cxi|;cncy of attack or defence. 

The nature of the ground will feldom admit of a whole army ading 
in Line, a part may be advancing on one point in Line whilfl another 
aflaih the eriemy in Column, andrhe fudcefs of fuch attacks in Column, 
fomelimes become the fignil for the Lindto advance. 

In- a battle, we frequently find the fame party adling both on the 
oflFcnnve and defenfive ; if the aflailants have carried a point of con- 
fequence,'they are frequently vfgoroufly attacked bv the other in the 
hope of regaining what is loft ; who become, for tne tirtie, the afTail- 
ants, whilft in another plirt of the aftion they are thinking of nothing 
but defence. 

In all attacks, whether made in Line or Column, turning or taking 
the enemy in flank, at the fame time that he is engaged in front, is the 
main o\^tSt ; if, from the nature of his pofition, this cannot be made 
out in Line, Column muft be reforted to. 

An army, whofe numbers are neairly equal with its adverfary, can 
feldom venture a ferious attack upon both flanks, from the rifk of fepa- 
rating its efforts too much, and weakening their' powers, but when 
fuperiority of numbers admits, this may be done with much effe<%. 

It is feldom that both flanks can be fo fecnred but that one or other 
may be turned : if a Column turns an enemy's left, it fhould lead with 
the right ; and if it turns his right, it (hould lead with the left, for this 
will keep the pivot flank towards him. 

The flanks of armies are ufually covered by heights, woods, forefts, 
fwamps, lakes, rivers, intrenched villages, fortified towns, or other 
ftrong holds : the obje^ of the afiailants is, to get poflTefEon of the cover, 
and from thence to open an enfilade upon the enemy, in unifon with 
the fire in front, or to attack with the bayonet, if circumftances require 
it, whilft the refidue of the Column extends upon his rear. 

Nothing intimidates an enemy more, or induces him fooner to relin- 
quifh his polition, than a movement upon his rear, for he thus fees 
himfelf in rifk, not merely of defeat, but utter deftru&ion: the exten- 
fion, however, in his rear fhould not be made too rapidly, that the 
pofition gained upon his flank may be infured ; if he has the obftinacy 
to maintain his ground^ he mav, by drawing aid from other parts of his 
Line« regain the pofition on his flank, and beat oflP'the front attack ; in 
which cafe, the Column in his rear, if too far advanced, would be de- 
ftroyed. 
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It is feldom that the flank of a pofted army is open to ah attack in Line, 
the heights, intrenched village, or whatever covers it, muft, in fuch cafe, 
be attacked in Column ; and in all fuch attacks, clofe order, with the files 
loofened, or quarter diftance, are preferable to open order, as having a 
greater impetus. 

Unfortunately, writers on campaigns feldom go fufficiently into the 
minutix; we are told, fuch an army was attacked in front, whilft another 
portion of the enemy fell upon its flank; this will do very well for the 
individual who wifhes merely to gain information on the leading points of 
the campaign, and on the general caufe of fuccefs or difcomfiture, but the 
executive or fubordinate officer wiQies to know more, he wants to afcertain 
the nature of the ground; whether the attack was in Column or in Line, 
whether the Columns were at clofe or open order, and the reafons : more 
general information than this may fatisfy the mind and make us inragine we 
have gained great profeffional knowledge, but if reduced to the neyflity of 
putting this knowledge in pradice, we fhould foon find that great things 
depend on fmall ones, and that, from not knowing thofe fmall ones, we 
mig^t as well know nothing. 

Flank attacks almofl confhmtly combine with Front ones, 

Ofi Attacks where Line cannot a8. 

If the pofition of an enemy cannot be aflailed in Line, the Columns 
compofing the front attack, as they approach it, take clofe order, or quarter 
diftance; they ought to be previoufly inflruded at what particular parts of 
the enemy's pofition they are to attempt to penetrate, and how they are 
afterwards to co-operate with each other. 

Artillery, if the nature of an attack will admit, are drawn out in the 
intermediate diftances between the Columns, and keep a conftant fire on 
the enemy, as long as it can be done with fafety to their own people. 

Columns, advancing to an attack, move on without firing, till in conta£l 
with the enemy. 

If Columns, in advancing to an attack, have energy fufiicient to fuftain 
the fire of their opponents, the front company of each, fo foon as it comes in 
contad with the enemy's pofition, gives a fire, and rufhes forward with its 
bayonets, or does fo without firing. 

If, by deep intrenchment^ or other impediments, an enemy has rendered 
it impradlicable for the leading companies of affailing Columns to penetrate 
his works, they, from neceflity, attempt to extend themlelves to right and 
left, and commence a fire to keep down that of their opponents, whilft the 
refidue, ftill moving on, endeavour to forte their way in by means of fhort 
ladders or other aids. 

It is very evident that a flruggle on the entrenchments of an enemy cannot 
lail long, from the deftrudive hre to which the afTailants are expofed, and if 
fuccefs feems not attainable, the Commanding Officer orders the Column to 



face about and retire : or, perhaps, before this happens, the front compa- 
nies, getting into confufion, begin to crowd backwards along the flanks. 
If the obje£l appears attainable, though the troops in front have become 
panic A ruck and given way, frefh troops are brought up from the rear, and 
another efl!ay made; but if no hopes of fuccefs remain, pofitions on the 
flanks are feized to cover what is now the rear of the retiring Column, 
lefl the enemy (hould fally and attack in turn; thefe pofitions are evacuated 
and others taken as the Column recedes. 

If, in an attack in Column, a repulfe has been general, the different 
divifions move to the rear till they pafs the referve or fecond Line, pofted at 
the commencement of the adion, behind which they form or adl as may be 
dire(E^ed. 

1 hough one or two Columns, in an attack, may be difcomfited, if others 
are fuccefsful, generally fpeaking, the objed will be gaini?d; the inftantany 
of them get within the enemy's works, they wheel their heads to right or left,, 
as has before been arranged, and fweep the intermediate fpace between them 
and the next attack, thus facilitating the entrance of the other Columns. 

If, in an attack, the previous arrangement is to wheel to the right, the 
Columns ought to lead with their right in front; if to the left, that flank 
ought to precede, for thus, when within the enemy's pofition, they will 
throw their pivot flanks on that fide towards whfch he muft from neceflity 
retire. 

Was the country immediately behind a pofition carried, in Column, to 
become open, and the enemy retiring in tolerable order and reinforced was 
again to (hew himfelf in line of battle on the plain, the aflailing Columns 
ought alfo to extend into Line before advancing, and the referve or fecond 
Line would be ordered to move forward. 

So foon as it is afcertained that an enemy is completely driven from his 
pofition and in full retreat, meafures are taken to turn the advantage to the 
beft account, by falling upon fome of the retiring Columns : part of the 
conquerors afTail their rear, and thus excite delay, whilft the refidue, pene- 
trating by other routes, endeavour to cut ofF the retreat of thofe that are 
moft expofed. 

If a retiring Column is afTailed in the rear, and finds that the enemy has, 
by another route, gained a ftrong pofition in its front, cutting or interfer- 
ing its Line of retreat, the fituation of this column is evidently defperate, 
and to furrendeT, or to be totally defeated and^difperfed is the natural con- 
fequence; it is in this way that we are chiefly to account for the multitude 
of prifoners which fometimes fall into the hands of the vidor. 

On Attacks in the Open Plain. 

As the furface of Europe, in all probability, is gradually becoming more 

inclofed and interfered, by the induftry of its inhabiunts, attacks in war 

muft be gradually verging from Line into Column; in this view of the 
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matter, though late events no way confirm it, invafion ought to be turning 
more difEcult, and empire, as to foreign enemies, more ftable. 

In this ifland the movements and evolutions of Lines could be but very 
circumfcribedi we are not, however, tofuppofe, that Lines can only move 
on a furface refembling a parade : Lines, in their advance, often meet woods, 
endofures, broken grounds, villages, and other impediments ; fo that, wbile 
part is advancing in Line, other portions are obliged to file to the front : or 
the companies before which the ground is moft pafiable, keeping on a fteady 
pace in union with the general Line, the other companies of their battalions 
form rapidly in clofe Column behind them, and when the difficulty is paft, 
again extend into Line during the march. * 

When columns extend into Line againft an enemy pofted on the plain, 
every means is fallen on, as before obferved, to prevent him from difcovering 
the plan of operations, by throwing the light troops and cavalry in front. 

Though deployments are ufually made under the fire of cannon, the. 
Columns extend into Line before they are liable to fuiFer much from the 
enfilade of the enemy's artillery, or an attack during the evolution. 

When one Line advances upon another, the fire of artillery from the 
pofted one is inceflant, and that of the other occafional j at about one hundred 
and fifty yards, round (hot is changed for grape, and the mufketry begins. 

At what diftance the advancing body ought to halt toufe its muiketry, or 
whether it is wife to halt at all, are points which muft depend on circum- 
fiances: that the advance of a Line, after halting to ufe its mufketry, can- 
not be fo regular as the former, is very evident; but, notwithftanding this 
drawback, it is, perhaps, generally pruoent to do fo at the diftance of eighty 
or a hundred yards, for the fire of the enemy will otherwife become very 
deadly on a nearer approach. 

If an advancing Line cannot fupport the fire of its opponent, the fecond 
Line may pafs through and renew the aflault. 

A mode of attack, adopted by the French during the late war, has been 
in ihort lines, formed froni the head$ of Columns. The Columns are 
direded on given points; as they approach thefe points, the leading batta- 
lions throw themfelves into Line, whilft the refidue form fupporting ones 
in their rear ; or, if neceflary, extend upon their flanks : it is evident that 
ibis mode of attack has rapid execution; — that fliort lines are more manage- 
able than long one^, and that few men are brought into fire at once, which 
every way calculates it for long and reiterated attacks; it feems very appli- 
cable topofitiohs too much inclofed for long lines to z€t on, and, probably. 
Was introduced to fuit fuch fiiuations. 

Though light troops very often cover an advancing line, or the firont of 
a pofted one ; yet, if left too long there, they will generally do more harm 
than good, for they are uniformly beat in, and in paffing to the rear tend 
both to confufe and intimidate the line of battle. 

It feldom happens in armies of any magnitude that the whole force def- 
ined to ad in front will be in a general Line) one portion will form and ad 



upon the enemy in one diredion, whilft the refidue advances tm another ; or, 
one portion will afiail in Column, whilft another ads in Line. 

Every Commander will naturally wi(h to bring that part of his Line firft into 
contad with the enemy's pofition where thatpofition feems to be the weakeft* 
and this will ufually be towards a flank, by turning which he hopes to fall 
upon hi^ enemy in a double diredion : to eflfed this purpofe, attacks are 
ufually made in Line, oblique to the pofition of the enemy, or by parts of 
a Line on the principle of the dired Echellon : by thefe means the portion 
of fqrce oppofite the enemy's weak point is brought into die battle ftrongly 
reinforced, whilft the refidue, where he is powerful, is thrown back or refufed. 

Though a refufed wing does not mean to come into clofe adion, it 
(hould maintain a threatening attitude, to keep the enemy in check, and 
prevent him, as hr as poffible, from ftrongly reinforcing that part of hit 
pofition on which the preflure is to f^dl. 

' A Commander will naturally weaken his refufed wing, that he may 
ftrengtH^n his adive one^ hence the refufed flank ufually becomes his weak 
point; this, however, (hould be done with addrefs, and concealed as much 
as poffible from the obfervation of the enemy. 

That Tadicy under the guidance of a frivolous mind, often aflfumes the 
appearance of parade nonfenfe, is true; that fuch a mind will often manceu- 
vre away the lubftance and catch the fliadow, is true; nay, that ignorance 
may manoeuvre itfelf into danger inftead of fafety, is alto true; but that 
Taaic, guided by energy and &ility, (ball produce fuch conlequeooeSy is 
to argue that the greater is the lever the lefs is the effed. 

If the flank of a Line, in its advance, becomes expofed on the plain, the 
cavalry andhorfe artillery will naturally be thrown on that fide as a fupport. 

It is no eafy matter to inftil into the minds of the defending body the 
fame ardour an^ decifion which pervades the aflailants ; hence it often 
follows, that to derive advantage from this impulfe of the mind, both fides 
advance; and this would more frequently happen, did not the inferior bodyi 
on quitting its cover, find itfelf in inunediate danger of being taken in 
flank by the fuperior numbers of its, opponents. 

What applies to a defenfive pofition when aflailed in Column, attadies, 
in a confiderable degree, to one aftailed in Line; in neither inftance ftiould 
the defenfive body tamely wait the ftorm, if any ftratagem can be £iUen oii 
to confufe the enemy in bis advance, or cqunterad his movements : an able 
Officer, as before obferved in this work, will ftudy the vulnerable parts of 
his own pofition; if he finds, for inftance, one of his flanks weaker than 
the other, he mayiiaturally look to be atucked on that fide, and thus may 
prepare, beforehand, how he fliall bring ftratagem to his aid, in counter- 
ading it: in 'nothing does ability appear more confpicuous, or apply to 
better purpofes than in forefeeing mifchief at a diftance, and in taking fucli 
meafures as ftiall render it abortive. 

If a Line is unable to ftand the afiault of its opponeiit, it falls back, and 
when ftrongly prefled) or thrown into confufipni retires through the feoond 
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iecond Line» which in turn, as before explained, retires through it; a retreat 
is thus effeded, till fome ftrong pofition enables the retiring Dodies to ftand 
Aeir ground, or till night, or other circumftances, allow of their breaking 
into Column and moving off. 

Whether a battle is finight in a clofe or open ground, the iace of Europe 
will feldom admit of a long retreat in Line, Column muft therefore be 
reforted to. 

When Columns redre before an enemy, the bridges are broken down, 
the trees are felled acrofs the roads, and every obftrudion raifed which can 
delay his progrefs ; in this, as in every other inftance, the defenfive body 
fhould not be too paffive; the more they give way, the bolder will be their 
adverfary; whenever opportunity offers, choice troops ihould be ftationed 
to fall upon the advanced parties of the aflatlants } but fuccefs, if fuch is 
the refult, fliould not be puihed too fiu*, for this will delay their friends, 
whilft the conftant preflure forward of aid to the enemy, will foon enable 
him to re-aiTume the ofFenfive. 

If a Column, retiring before an enemy, finds all endeavours to delay his 
progrefr abortive, and that another hoftile Column threatens it in front, 
ib as to deftroy all hope of retreat in body, there appears no alternative but 
to abandon the artillery, and endeavour, by means oif bye-roads, to carry ofF 
the troops* 

When the operations of two hofHle armies are detailed, it pretty nearly 
points out what occurs, be the forces ever fo numerous. 

When great States go to war, the means become multiplied ; the line of 
defence more extenfive, the troops employed on it more numerous, and the 
miliury operations more complex; but theprinciplesof afiion renuiin the 
fame. 

Some portions of every State, from the nigged and natural f^rength of 
dieir furface, hold out little inducements to invafion; whilil others, more 
acceffible, invite it : by fuch confiderations, and their political confequence, 
if conquered, are the leading objeds of campaigns determined on. 

When a State traces out a line which it determines to defend, the exa£l 
boundary between the hofiile countries is not always followed, but this line 
is chofen for its defenfive powers, fuch as the banks of large rivers, fortified 
towns, defiles, mountains, forefts, fwamps ; when thefe do not occur, diftridls 
are fometimes lacrificed, that the line may pafs through others more 
defeniible. 

In the commencement of a campaign, both fides are pretty much concen- 
trated ; to which ever part of the Line the invader points, the defenders draw 
their forces, and turn its natural or artificial ftrength to their account: the 
invading General, unwillif^ to attack them in their fortified and concen- 
trated f^ate, fpreads upon their flanks; thus extenfion begins, and we have 
afterwards, in various inflances during the late war on the Continent, feen 
fuch extenfion purfued, till neutral ground, or the impediments of nature, 
have fct a boundary to its progrefs* 



However numerous may be the armies or divifions of troops which cover 
the frontier of a country, it is evident that this general line, or chain of 
force ought to have ftrong pofitions to reft its flanks on, and if turned^ that 
it fufFers nearly die fame inconvenience, and finds a change of fituadoa 
equally neceflfary with the fingle army. 

If a geperal cnain of pofb is forcea in the center, the facrifice of ground 
will be greater than when a flank fidls back ; but it is gained with greater 
rifk and retained with greater di£Bculty. 

In attacks on. a long and extenfive range of pofidons, the fame principle 
guides as in the attack of the fingle body, the objeA is to bring a powerful 
impetus on one or 'more points, and, if poffible, to fall upon thefe points ia 
a double diredion, whilft the other pofuions are threatened or amufed, to 
prevent them from fending aid. 

When a line of defence is forced and fidls back, fortified towns become 
uncovered; thefe, according to old ufage, were befieged before a fiuther 
advance was attempted ; during the bite war, however, we have obferved 
them left in the rear, with a force fuflicient to fhut up their garrifons; and, 
deftitute of provifions, we have afterwards found them £dling into the hands 
of the invader, without firing a fhot. 

When a line of defence is forced, new pofitions are taken by the defenders^ 
which, in turn, are forced as before; fo have we feen the dde of fortune 
flow fbrward on the fide of the invaders, dll fome untoward circumftaince 
has rolled it back more rapidly than it advanced, or dll a ceflSidon of arms 
has put a ftop to its fiirther progrefs. 

When we find a line of defence, or cordon, fkirting the banks of rivers, 
from their mouths to their fource, paffing over ridged of mountains, and 
embracing fortified towns in its pauflage, our fenfes teU us, that, except where 
the Chief happens to be, the executive command, in batde, muft, in a great; 
mcafure, depend on the commanders under him. 

If a portion of a long extended line or chain of pofitions Is forced, both 
fides will naturally, in the firft inftance, concentrate towards that point, the 
one to regain what is loft, die other to keep what is gained, and thus matters 
of greater importance are frequendy produced. 

In general batdes between great and powerful armies, particularly 
where the efibrts of the component parts are much extended, one wing 
may be vidorious whilft the other is overthrown ; in fuch caCes, the army 
which retains the beft pofition for renewing the batde, will, ufually in the 
fequel, remain mafter of the field, though, in other relpeSs, it may have 
fufFered moft. 



On the Column of Route. 

Generally fpeaking, aH diflant marches are made in open column o^ 
companies. 
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When Columns, moving by difFercnt routeS) are to aft in concert^ in 
calculating at what period each ought to reach its point of adlion, time 
ihould always be allowed for unforefeen accidents, and each individual 
leading a Column (hould be provided with a good watch to regulate his 
motions. 

No Column, at its outfet, ought to lofe time unneceiTarily, under the 
fuppofition of reaching its deftination too foon ; if its Commander, on ap- 
proaching thb objeS in view, finds himfelf before the time appointed, the 
Column may halt or move more flowly. 

On the Second Line. 

The objeft of the fecond Line is, as a fupport to the firft ; whatever may 
be the movements of the firft Line, the fecond ought always, unlefs ordered 
to the contrary, to gain the fame relative pofition it had Before fuch move- 
ment commenced. 

The fecond line is not always in extended order, it may be drawn up in 
line, in battalion columns, or in columns of larger dimenfions ; it is feldom 
fo large as the firft Line, and will naturally be ftationed behind that part of 
the firft Line where the prefs of the battle is likely to fall. 

The fecond Line fometimes confifts folely. of infantry, at other times 
partly of infantry and partly of cavalry. - 

The point where the new fecond Line, or its prolongation, interfe£b the 
old, is a very material one in all changes made by a fecond Line to corre- 
fpond with thofe of a firft. 

The fecond Line a3s, in its movements, independent of the firft, that 
is to (ay, it gains its new relative pofition in the way beft. adapted to the 
purpofe, widiout any confideration to the mode in which the firft Line 
effeds its change. 

As the fecond Line afis under cover of the firft, the fimpleft and moft 
expeditious mode of making its changes, in general, is in detached Batta- 
lion Columns, regulated by a given divifion of the Line. 

If a firft Line changes on a fixed point, the movement of the corrc- 
fponding point in the fecond Line regulates the new relative «pofition of 
fuch fecond Line; to find where this correfpondine point is to reft, we are 
informed in the Regulations, that if a circle is defcribed from a pdnt A 
of a firft Line A B with a radius equal to the diftance betwixt the two 
lines, then its correfponding point A in the fecond Line, will be al%vays in 
the circumference of the circle at fuch place as the fecond Line becomes a 
tangent to the circle. 

The Regulations inform us, (in Seftion 208.) that if two individuals 
feparated from each other about a hundred |>aces, fet out from different 
-points of the firft Line, and pace the given diftance between the Lines, 
they will form a bafe, the prolongation of which determines the point of 
ihterfedion, as well as the parallel diredlion of the new fecond Line. The 



moment the new firft Line is marked out, thefe individuals may take their 
departure from the given points on it ; fo that the two Lines can make 
their changes at one and the fame inftant: in the fame way, by pacing 
perpendicularly to the rear of the new dire&ion, can the correfponding 
point in the new fecond Line to the fixed divifion, on which the firft makes 
its change, be afcertained. This mode of difcovering it, if not equal to the 
one above alluded to, in mathematical accuracy, is atleaft eafier in practical 
application. 

On the Counter Movement. 

There is no movement that can be made, which may not, if feen in time, 
be counteraded by another; the art lies in knowing the remedy. 

Central changes of the Line fccmbeft calculated for counter- movements ; 
they are two motions at the lame inftant, tending to the (ame point, of courfe 
more rapid than any other. 

If a wing is threatened, a central change not only removes from danger 
the wing that is menaced, but brings forward the other qn the refufed or 
weak flank of the enemy* 

It is feldom that attacks are made in parallel line, the ufual obje6t is, to 
refufc or retire one wing, and attack with the other, ftrongly reinforced : 
hence any forward movement threatening the retired wing of the aflailants, 
palfies and counteracts the efforts of their other. 

If a pofition is gained upon a flank, combining with a front attack, there 
is no counterading or remedying the evil but by regaining the pofition, or 
throwing back the wing; any new line that can be formed facing fuch po- 
fition will itfelf be taken in flank by the front attack. 

If a movement is made to a flank, to turn an enemy, it need fcarcely be 
obferved, that a fimilar movement, on his part, will preferve his relative 
pofition, but he may, by this means be drawn from a ftrong ground into a 
weak one, he will, therefore, of two evils choofe the leaft. 

If an attack is forefeen, and the covered or irregular furface of the country 
admits of ambufcade, nothing will fo powerfully countera£l fuch attack as 
falling fuddenly upon the aflailants in the a£l of advancing : fuch a counter- 
movement, executed with alacrity, and followed up with vigour, will feldom 
fail of fuccefs. Soldiers, like other men, are the children of habit, any 
fudden or unlooked for danger will produce confufion, when double the 
rifk, for which they are prepared, will be difregarded, or met with fortitude; 
they are oftener conquered by furprife than by fear; or, if it is ftill fear, we 
muft conclude, that fear, excited by furprife, adls more forcibly on the mind 
than any other fpecies of terror: whichever is the cafe, i( ought to be the 
conftant ftudy of a Commander, by varying his attacks, to avail himfelf of 
this mental impulfe, whilft it is, on the other hand, the duty of all officers to 
prepare their men for what is likely to happen, and, by (hewing coUeflion 
tfaemfelves, to inftil it into the minds of their foldiers. 

On 
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On the Pajfage of Rivers. 

RiverS) fince the days of Alexander, have very generally proved the 
points of contention between hoftile armies, and in no period more fre- 
quently than during the late war: they are fometimes paft by force, and 
fometimes by ftratagem. 

It is npt the difficulty of paffing the water that renders .the banks of rivers 
celebrated by battles : the hazard of croffing in the face of an adverfary, the 
rifk of being attacked in (he ad of doing fo, when part is on one fide and 
art on the other, the danger of an aflault before a pofition of defence can 
le gained on the oppofite bank, and the difaftrous confequences that would 
follow a defeat, are thecaufes which make the invader heUtate in the pailage 
of rivers, and determine his opponent to meet him on their banks. 

To whatever part the General on the offenfive points, the defenders draw 
their forces on the oppofite fide. 

If a river is generally fordable, and the banks to be covered extenfive, it 
aiFords no great advantage to the defending body, for their opponent will 
not crofs where they may intrench themfelves. 

If a river is only fordable at particular points, at fuch points works (hould 
be conftruded, thefe works fliould be open behind, and commanded by 
others more retired. 

When the army on the oSenfive approaches a river, and finds its adver- 
fiu-y in force on the oppofite fide, meafures are fallen on to diftrad his 
attention ; one part is threatened, then another, deuchments are made by the 
one party, and watched by detachments from the other: whilft this is doing, 
the afiailants becomje fully acquainted with the difficulties they have to en- 
counter, and in determining on the fpot to crofs at, if bridges are to be 
erected, they will confider where the ftream is leaft rapid, where the banks 
on the oppofite fide are eafieft afcended ; where a village, or other cover is 
to be met with on their own fide to form batteries in, and none on that of 
the enemy, and where he will be leaft able to take a ftrong pofition, in cafe 
he makes his appearance. 

If a river is only fordable at particular points, which are defended by 
works, and thefe again commanded by others more retired, an army iiad 
better truft to the conftrudion of bridges, than venture on fuch an attack: 
the points for ereding them being determined on, detachments move by 
night with the pontoons, feize the banks at thefe points, and while the 
pontooners are bufy in forming their bridges, others are employed in plant* 
ing cannon and throwing up works, by the fire of which the enemy is to 
be kept from the oppofite fide. The army approaches and pafles over in clofe 
Columns, of fuch breadth as the bridges will admit of. Should the enemy make 
his appearance, the troops crofs under the inceflant fire of their own artillery, 
and begin to extend into Line the moment they are over. It is, perhaps, 
needlefs to fiiy, that bridges are formed by rows Cf pontoons, on which 



planks are placed; it would require more than one row of thefe boats to 
conftrud a bridge fufficientto tranfport cannon or cavalry. 

If a river is of fuch breadth as to render it doubtful how far the fire from 
the one fide can keep the enemy from approaching the other \ or, if there 
are not fufficient pontoons to form a bridge, in either of thefe cafes a pofition 
muft be gained on the enemy's fide before any thing farther can be at* 
tempted, and this is effieded by flratagem. A village, or fome other 
cover on the fide of the enemy, which is flightly guarded, or, perhaps^ 
negleded, is determined on as the point of attack $ a variety of movements 
are made to perplex the enemy, to draw his attention from this quarter, 
and to produce a feparation of his forces: a detachment moves by nighty 
paflTes over in pontoons, and feizes the pofition: whilft thofe who have 
crofifed are ftrengtfaening the hold that is gained ; the boats return for further 
aid, rafts, and every mode by which the artillery and additional affiftance 
can be ferried over, are now ufed, and on the rapidity with which this is 
done, and the valour of thofe who have paft over, muft depend whether the 
attempt fucceeds or not; for the enemy will not only concentrate his forces 
towards the point attacked, but will prefs with all his might to regain the 
pofition. Should things go wrong, returning night, if they can hold out 
fo long, opens the beft profped of retreat; if, on the contrary, the ground 
is maintained, and the enemy is driven back, the refidue of the army pafies 
over. 

If a river is broad in its ftream, and the defenders can line the whole 
banks, it is evidently one of the moft infurmountable obftacles an invading 
army can meet with; but, if the. line to be defended is very extenfive, 
which is the ufual cafe, the invaders, whofe numbers are fuperior, wilt 
generally fucceed by means of extenfion ; even in this view, however, del^y 
is gained, which is a great obje6l for the defenders. 



On Surprife. 

The impulfe of the mind, called Surprife, is a powerful engine in the 
hands of ability: it (hould be the conftant ftudy of military men how they 
ihall imprefs it on the minds of their adverfaries. 

Any thing new, fudden or unexpe£ied, excites furprife; every one who 
refleds at all, is fenfible of this from his own feelings. 

At no time is the mind fo fufceptible of furprife or terror, as when fud- 
denly awaked from fleep. Night furprifes will, therefore, excite greater 
confternation than any other. Night attacks, however, have this draw- 
back, that, if your approach is difcovered, both parties fight in the dark, but 
the defenders know therr ground, whilft you do not. 

All ambufcades have furprife for their obje£l. 

Young troops, under the influence of furprife, can fcsircely be pufhed 
with too much ardour; Veterans feel ftrongty its effi:dis, but require to. 

be 
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be operated agtinft with greater caution ; they are more apt to recover 
their fenfes, and if they rally) the heat of purfuit lays the vi&or very open to 
retaliation. 

When we endeavour to fall upon an enemy by furprtfe, we (hould at- 
tempt to aflail him in that quarter which will excite the greaceft confterna- 
tion : an attack upon the rear of a Column will produce this in a ftronger 
degree than on the front; and an attack upon its reverfe flank, in a much 
greater degree than one on the pivot fide. 

In laying an ambufcade for an enemy, we may pretty accurately deter- 
mine which will be his reverfe flank, by confidering which we fliould make 
fo in his circumftanoes. 

Surprifes are feldom efieded when hoftile bodies are near each other, for 
this impreflfea on their minds the neceffity of precaution : they are ufually 
made out by long and diftant marches: or by intricate, circuitous, and un- 
fufpeded routes. 

A very afiive and enterprifing opponent will generally make his eflbrts 
from a djftance. 

Nothing diflrads an enemy more than a furprife in a quarter, where, 
from the natural defences, he confidered himfelf fecure; for here he will 
ufually have weakened his force, to ftrengthen other parts more expofed. 

Ow Mountainous^ Inclofed^ and JVoody Countries. 

All woo(|y and- hilly regions are very defenfible : hence Independence 
retiring before the grafp of Power, ever teeks her laft retreat among woods 
and mountains. 

It is a common faying, that the fpirtt ufually met with in mountaineers, 
owes its oriein to the wild and lofty features of furrounding nature, which 
imprefs on the minds of their inhabitants free and independent ideas ; per- 
haps we might, with more truth, in many infiances, trace this fpirit to the 
cunning and fasacity of the animal man, who, walkine forth among his woods 
and fiiftnefles, feels their ftrength, thence becomes bokl, and determines to ad 
(o : in either view, no opportunity that offers of attacking banditties in open 

S round, (hould ever be loft : when this cannot be made out, every exertion 
lould be ufed to turn their pofitions9 which, if it produces no other good 
eflled, will at leaft oblige than to retire without refifiance: a mere attack 
in front \irill ufually be attended with a heavy lofs and little utility, for they 
will foon re*afiume another pofition equally defenflble. 

In forefts and woody. diftrtfb, untutored courage produces more efied 
than on the open plain : in fuch fituations, war, in fome degree, reverts to 
its original principles } man Is more oppoTed to man, and omhanical power 
becomes of lefs avail. 

In attacks, among clofe mountainous countries, where line cannot ad, 
the deftniive body is in extended order, that they may ufe their fire; but the 
aflaiiants, from neceffity, attack in column: the dune principle, however, 



of falline on their enemy's flank or rear, by afcending the hills, or Arough 
unexpeSed routes, ftill prevails. 

In mountainous regions, the knowledge of the country is of the utmoft 
confequence : without this, combination of effort is fcarcdy prafticable. 

In hilly regions, whether oppofed to a difciplined or irregular enemy, the 
effeds of ftratagem and furprife (hould be conftantly looked for, and 
guarded againft, as far as poflible. 

When an army paflfes through forefts or over a woodv and thickly in- 
clofed country, the cavalry, artillery, and heavy ftorea umally march with 
the central Column, while ftrong corps of infantry move upon the flanks, 
and turn fuch works or entrenchments as the .enemy may throw up to im- 
pede their progrefs. 

In a military fenfe, at leaft, whilfl: (he retains her fuperiority at fea, few 
countries derive lefs advantage from her inclofures than Great Britain : her 
climate, (oil, and infular form, muft infure her a vaft fuperiority of cavalry 
and tran(portable artillery, over any enemy diuit could land upon her coa(r, 
in which caf(^ the excellence of her horfes, the valour and prowefs of dseir 
riders, the powerful trains of flying artillery (he mieht bring into the field, 
conjoined with an open furface to aft on, would pnmibly render her nearly 
as formidable in an uninclofed (bite, as fl&e now is in an inclofed one : fup- 
pofing this reafoning to be juft, if our inclofures increafe our defenfive 
powers in one way, by aiding the efforts of our infantry ; they leflen them in 
another, by cramping the exertions of our cavalry. 

In woody and mountainous countries, when the forces are numerous, 
however much may be the attempt to concentrate, ftill great (kill and fbre- 
fight become requifite to produce union of exertion; for want of this, we 
have, in the narrative of the laft war, feen various infhuices, where a 
General, by a fudden and rapid movement, has fallen upon a portion of his 
advancing enemies, and by cutting o(F this portion from the others, before 
thev could give it aid, has utterly overthrown the objeft of his opponents. 

Were Columns to advance againft a line df in&ntry, artillery, and ca- 
valry, compadly formed in the open plain, they vrould do fo with the 
ceruinty of a very heavy lofs, and with no great profpeft of fuccefs : but 
far other wife might be the cafe In mountainous or inclofed grounds, where 
the line of the defenders could not befo compaAly formed ; where aid could 
not fo eafily circulate from one part of their pofition to another ; and 
where the afcents, declivities, or Inclofures would greatly fkreen the ad- 
vancing Columns from the effieds of enfilade and crofs fire. In attacks, 
during the late war, the Column has been more generally applied than in 
former ones, and much has been atchievedby it; witnefs one inftance in 
the confines of Genoa, where an Auftrian Column pierced the pofition of 
the French army through the center, and by cutting off the one wing firom 
the other, in a great degree annihilated the efForts of both : fuch events as 
thefe, by opening new lights on the fcience of war, and on the fyftem of 
condttoing it, fttmi(h ufiSiil lefTons to the young afpiringfoldier. 

Though 
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' Tliough the defenders) whether occupying an open or inclofed pofition, 
are in extended order, that they mav ufe their fire; yet this only applies to 
the portion of their force immediately oppofed to the aflault, the refiduemay 
form fupporting lines in the rear, or draw up in cqlumn, or in any way that 
might beft conduce to their general defence; and this muft ever depend on 
the nature of the attack. 

On the Military CharaQer. 

Animal courage, fufficient for the common purpofes of war, is fo ge* 
nerally met with among mankind,, that though an indifpenfible requifite in 
a military charader, it can fcarcdy be caUed a qualifications at leafl it is 
one of a very common defcription. 

CoUedion and a quick perception in danger, are great eflenttals : they 
nay be acquired» to a confiderable extent, from habit; but to pofTefs them 
in a pre-eminent degree we mufl conjoin the gift of nature with the effeds 
of practice. 

^ raffion and fear, in proportion to their influence, equally aflFeA the ener- 
gies of the mind; they unfit it for feizing an advantage, if an opportunity 
occurs, or of parrying an evil when one is impending. 

We fometimes do fee a certain quickneis of perception under the influence 
of paflion ; but the mind which pofl*efres this quality in fuch a fituation 
would poflefs it in a much greater degree, if calm and unruffled. 

To carry into battle the &me coUeaion that we have out of it, is fcarcely 
within the verge of human nature; the nearer, however, we approach to 
this flate, the more we poflefs the power of our feculties, and the better we 
are qualified to command others. 

Ardour is certainly necefl*ary in the private foldier^ and to inflil it into 
him, it may alfo be neceflary in die fubordinate commander; but we fliould 
not allow it to run away with our fenfes. 

In deciding on military objeds, we fhould conflantly recoiled that there 
is no rifk, however trifling, which -ought not to be deemed rafhnefs, if 
lindertaken without a purpofe; and no danger, however great, within the 
verge of hope, that circumflances may not juflify; the man who expofes 
his perfon to the fire of an enemy, without a public view, is a fool : the man 
that expofes himfelf and his party to almoft certain deflrufiiony to anfwer 
a great political purpofe, is a hero. 

As in the common incidents of life, one fidfe flep often leads into a train 
of evil: fo one ill-judged meafure in war, fometimes decides the fate of 
^rmies and of empire. How well ought States to weigh the abilities of 
thofe men in whofe hands they place die power of doing fo much mifchief. 

The individual who has the ambition to covet the command of armies, 
and does not ufe his utmoft endeavours to qusdify himfelf for his profeffion, 
fails in his duty to his country, trifles with the lives of others^ and ill-de- 
ferves the high eflate to which he looks forwv4* 



It is no eafy matter to define what are the requifites in the charader of 
an able generu : fo various is the defcripdon, that bne (bines in one capa«* 
city, one in another; few there are who combine all. 

The Invader fhould be bold, enterprifing, decided, vigilant, prepared to 
run great fHks, but always combining thefe rifks widi a proportionate 
objeS ; delay and ruin he fhould confider as almoft fynonimous terms, rapid 
and decifive meafures, tending to excite confternation and difmay, ought to 
mark his charader. 

The defenfive General (hould be cool, colleded, full of ftratagem» 
patient under difafter, not elated or led away by good fortune, ever ready 
to feize an advantage, equally ready to relinquifh it, when die retendon 
appears likely to turn to his prejudice. 

Though application and praflical knowledge will do much, yet innatf 
talent is an indifpenfible requifite in die charader of an able commander : 
the man pofleffing a ftrong and vigorous mind, with the experience of one 
or two campaigns, will make a better general than another who) without 
ability, has been pradically employed all his life* 

On DifcipUne. 

The ground work of all difcipline is fubordinadon. 

To form either officers or men, they fhould be accuftomed to tSt in 
large bodies : — this mode of exerclfe opens the mind of the officer, fhews 
him the combinations of his profeffion, and renders the private manageably 
in the day of batde : if it is uue that foreigners have a more intimate know- 
ledge of the military art dian we have, it ought, perhaps, rather to be at- 
tributed to this advantage which they have over us, than either to their 
fuperior genius or application. 

The more the various defcriptions of troops, cavalry, infantry, and ar- 
tillery are exercifed together, the more they will become habituated to the 
movements of each other, and the greater will be the fcope given for thv 
genius of the officer to ad upon* 

On Fire Arms dnd their Purpofes. 

Though diftant ranee, as a haraffing circumfhincei may occafionally bt 
ufeftil, yet cannon, till they ope^ with grape, are not very deadly : in fe- 
le£ling battalion guns, a conftant attention Q^ould be paid to thofe beft cal- 
culate for near fervice. 

An(iong woods and indofures, nurkfinieo, or fharp-fhooters have much 
efied. Was this ifland to ftudy the ufe of the rifle with the fame induftry 
and application that fhe once did the bow, ne^ct to her wooden walls, fhq 
could fcarcely rear up a more formidable bulwark againfl foreign invafion* 

If mufquetry is to be ufed againft cavalry, file firing commenced at fomci 
difta<ice, with one faok kept ia r^fcrve^ is fuppoied to anfwer beft: « 

fcattcrcd 
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fcattered fire certainly appears to frighten cavalry more than any other, and 
if we can only flop the rider by terrifying his horfe, the objeft is gained. 

The old mode of rcfilting cavalry, and indeed the one that many would ufe 
at this day, is to retain your charge as long as poflible; this would anfwer 
very well againft horfe who wifhed to draw the fire of their enemies before 
they attempted to brealc through their line, but againft cavalry who were de- 
termined to try at all hazards, it has a ferious drawback : till very clofe, there 
is no great certainty in the fire, and if retained till then there is^not time to 
experience its full efFetSs. Many a horfe who has received a mortal wound, 
is carried forward feme diftance by the mere vigour of the animal, and if he 
only comes upon the bayonets, his fpecific gravity will do the reft. 

When mufketry is ufed againft a line of infantry, his Majefty's Regula- 
tions dire£l that each company, after the firft round, (hall fire platoons as 
faft as it can, without attention to any other divifion : this is a real pradical 
idea, calculated to produce a heavy fire, and from its fimplicity would, 
probablv, infure more regularity than any 'other fyftem that could be at- 
tempted. 

It feems very doubtful whether infantry, unfupported by artillery, can 
refift well-appointed cavalry on hard open ground. Cannon is the engine 
beft adapted to oppofe them ; its round (hot confufes their ranks at a diftance, 
and, as they approach, the fire becomes ftill more deftrudive : in fuch a 
crifis, the beft infantry are often agitated : the fix- pounder, however, feels 
no fuch agitation, (he lies fteady on her axis, and pours every grape (hot 
put into her mouth horizontally forward. 

Among modern improvements in the art of war, none feem more de- 
ferving of attention than flying or horfe artillery; the celerity with which 
a weak point can thus be attacked or defended, muft afibrd the greateft ad- 
vantage to an army which has a numerous and well appointed corps of this 
defcription. 

The lefs flying artillery are tied to regiments or divifions the better : 
they (hould be generally applicable to the whole: cavalry forms their proper 
efcort, becaufe it alone can keep pace with the celerity of their movements. 
In defenfive pofitions the flying- artillery (hould be evidently kept in re* 
ferve; the rapidity with which this force may be brought to enfilade ad- 
vancing columns is one of the caufes that render it fo hazardous to atuck in 
.this formation on the open plain. 



On the diffevent DefcyHptions of Troops^ as they apply to 
different Foftions of Ground. 

Milhary men are too apt to form their profeflional opinions from the fer- 
vice in which each has been fpecifically employed. The artillery officer, 
who has fwept down both horfe and foot, confiders cannon as the great in- 
ftrum^t of decifion. The cavalry man, who has hewn ta pieces whole 



battalions on the plain, thinks nothing can be done without horfe : whilft 
the infantry officer, who has fought among woods and mountains, holds 
both the one and the other very cheap : the enlarged mind, however, knows 
that each defcription of troops has its particular fphere of adion, and that 
they mutually combine with and aic^each other. 

According to the general nature of the ground in which a campaign is to 
be fought, ought an army to be conftituted: if open and hard, the cavalry 
cannot be too much attended to : if inclofed and woody, it (houlfl give way 
to ftrong corps of rifle men and (harp (hooters. Infantry forms the ground 
work on all occafions. 

Artillery is applicable to all pofitions where cavalry can a£>, and to many 
where it cannot, fuch as in fortrefTes, intrenchments, pafTes, defiles, and 
in the narrow approaches or roads which interfed^ low fwampy regions. 

As moft countries have in their furface high and low, wet and dry, opea 
and inclofed grounds, fo armies are ufually formed of the various de(crip- 
tions of troops, and in the arrangements of a battle, each is placed in that 
pofition for which it is particularly calculated, and where its exertions ^re 
likely to prove moft ferviceable to the body at large. 



On Open Countries. 

In an open hard country, a train of evils follows the army, which is 
greatly inferior to its opponent in cavalry; it will, generally fpeaking, find 
its intelligence obftruded, its fupplies cut ofF, its vidories rendered vifioa- 
ary, and its defeats not to be repaired. 

At the commencement of a campaign an oflicer (hould ftudy his own 
troops and thbfe of his opponents : if greatly fuperibr in cavalry, he (hould 
endeavour to draw the war into the open and hard parts of the country: if 
on the contrary he is inferior in this particular, or that his infantry is raw 
and undifciplined, whilft that of his antagonift is mechanical and well or- 
ganized, broken and irregular grounds, woods, inclofures, hills, fwamps, 
and the like, will anfwer beft. 

If a commander, greatly inferior to his opponent in cavalry. Is obliged to 
ad in an open country, he can fcarcely fortify himfelf too muc^ with can- 
non: on the other hand, an army fuperior in cavalry, (hould not clog itfelf 
with heavy guns, but truft to the celerity of its movements, and a train of 
horfe artillery. 

When an army moves paraUel to an enemy in an open country, it ufually 
proceeds in two open columns, one confifting of its firft, and one of its 
iecond Line, with their pivot flanks towards him. 

When an army advances upon an enemy in an open country, th^ more 
columns it moves in, the lefs of courfe will be their depth> and the more ra- 
pid will be the formation to the front. 

On 
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On Enfilade, and Flank Attacks, or Turning. 

The military heads which have been felefted to frame reflexion* on, 
are fuch as are moft likely to lead the mind into a juft way of reafoning on 
profeffional fubjeds in general ; among thefe, none will be found more ap- 
plicable to this purpofe than enfilade and flank attacks. 

The fire ufed by the afTailants in a flank attack muft produce enfilade: 
flank attacks and enfilade are, therefore, fynonimous terms, in fo far as re- 
lates to fire. 

Of enfilade every one has a pretty juft idea: it is a deflruSive fweeping 
fire: it is to foldiers what raking is to feamen; it is to either, one of the 
greateft evils that can befal them, and in avoiding it on the one hand whtlft 
he turns it on his adverfary, confiils one of the greatefl arts of an able com- 
mander. 

The more we confider enfilade and flank attacks, or turning an enemy, 
the more we fliall find that their efFeds pervade the whole miliury 
fcience, and form the main fprings of moft military movements : it is 
to obtain thefe advantages that wings are thrown forward by the one 
party, and to prevent their being obtained that wings are thrown back 
by the other : it is to obtain thefe advantages that attocks ufually com- 
mence towards a flank : it is to obtain thefe advantages that fo many 
artifices are ufed, either by means of circuitous routes or other deceits, to 
fall upon an enemy's flank during the battle; and it is to avoid fuch mif- 
chief that both parties, but more particularly the poftcd one, -ihews fuch 
folicitude in the arrangement of its flanks, as mall render this as diflicult or 
imprafbicable as poflible. 

TTie body which fucceeds in turning or taking in flank its adverfary, 
ufually carries with it the fortune of the day; hi flory produces fo many 
inflances of this, that it is ufelefs to mention any ; but if one is wifhed for, 
we need only go back to the battle of Novi, or to mofl of the great adions 
fought during the late war. 

It has before been remarked, that the flanks of a line are its weak points, 
it has alfo been obferved, that a pofiiion, forming an angle falient,* or 
projeding towards an enemy, is likewife a weak point, and it becomes 
weaker and weaker in proportion as it is more and more fufceptible of 
enfilade, by being more acute : an angle rentrant,+ or projefling from an 
enemy, if the flanks and rear are fecure, ads in the oppofite ratio, for one 
part of the pofition defends the other. • An enemy that attacks any portion 
of a pofition, fo conf^itutcd, except its flanks or rear, muft himfelf be more 
or lefs fubjedl to enfilade : fleets, in the defence of narrow ftraights or guts,' 
ufually draw up in a crefcent or fcmicircle,^ with the concave towards the 
enemy, which is exa£Uy fimilar in principle, as well as efFed, to the angle 
projei^ng from the enemy, and if the flanks and rear are fo covered as not 



to be attacked, a more formidable pofition can fcarcely be occupied on fea or 
land; this, however, applies rather to (hipping than to foldiers, for the 
flanks, which are the weaik points, are thrown forward; confequently, more 
expofed, and it is feldom poffible to find fuch cover for them afhore, as that 
one or other cannot be afTaulted, or that the enemy, by turning them, can- 
not f&U upon the rear. 

Though enfilade is a great evil, yet it is one of thofe which, from necef- 
fity, muft often be fubmitted to. Columns frequently attack under the moft 
difaftrous enfilade, and fhipping often lead end on to battle: but foldiers 
would never fo aflail their enemies if they could aA in line, nor would 
Clipping lead end on to battle if they could fail broadfide foremoft. 

When two bodies meet, one fubjed, and one not fubjed to enfilade, it 
ever muft be the intereft of the body that is enfiladed to pu(h on, and of the 
one not enfiladed to endeavour to ftopit by an inceflant fire. 

If we can conceive a fituation where it might not be the intereft of the 
enfiladed body to pufli on, we muft fuppofe two columns meeting in a nar- 
row approach, where both are equally fubjed to enfilade ; here the one which 
kept up the moft inceflTant fire might, perhaps, come beft ofF; but run a 
breaft-work acrofs, fo as to give cover to the one, and it inftantly becomes 
the intereft of the other to pulh forward : in this way may every military 
matter be reafoned on, and he that thus reafons will feldom commit any very 
palpable miftakes. 

The great art in all attacks is, to place the enemy under two fires, and 
the moft effedual way of doing this is, to open one upon his front or rear, 
combining with another which fhall enfilade his flank. 

Sieges are conduced entirely on the principle of enfilade: redoubts are 
thrown up to cover the flanks of the parallels from the fallies of the befieged; 
the approaches are fo arranged that the fire of the fortrefs (hall not enfilade 
them ; and that the befieging general may turn upon his adverfary that evil 
which he thus avoids him^lf, he throws up batteries which fweep the 
works attacked^ and by his enfilade fire paves the way for the fuccefs of his 
diredone. 

Though this treatife is chiefly addrefTed to the junior part of the profeflion, 
it has not been thought neceflary to go into detail on the fubordinate grada- 
tions, or to frame obfervations on the minutis of difcipline, for thefe more 
properly belong to battalion pradice, and have already been amply pointed out 
by many others : the intention of this work is to carry the mind on to the 
more advanced ftages of the profeffion, to Oiew how the difcipline of the bat- 
talion combines with that of the brigade, how the evolutions of the brigade 
unite with thofe of a general line, and how the whole apply to the purpofes of 
war, whilft the young mind pradifes thefe evolutions on a parade, and looks 
forward to fee them reduced to aSual reality, it feems natural that it (hould 
feel in fome degree inquifitive as to their objedis, their caufes, and eflFeC:ts. 
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